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Miſs Courmy, to Lady ven. Elte. 


{$45 


Tas voice of mijth pale not en | 
Heard in this dwelling linc2 your, dr | 
ture, my ever dear Julia; 91 IL Will 
not diminiſh the. real Pleaſure flatter 
my ſelf you will have in your 'excuf- 
fon, by a relation of the want we have of 


pour ſociety. The ſervant that conveys 


This letter to you is likewiſe the bearer of 
a Whole ge of congratulations from 

every, individual of the family, to Mf. 
an Mrs. Seyniouy 3 ; I ſincerely hope our 
: Vor. II. B prayers 


© 2. WREATH OP FRIENDSHIP. 


_prayers and. good wiſhes will be 3 
and that they will enjoy as much felcity 
as ean be the lot of mortality. 

As you were not here to make one in 
our uſual walk yeſterday evening, | be- 
took my ſelf to dur favourite bower in 
the ſhrubbery. I was a good deal ſur- 
priſed on entering; to find Lord Weſtbury 
already ſeated there. ** 1 have been wait- 
ing, fy, Selina,” | ſaid he, © anxiouſly 
waiting, this hour paſt, for your arrival, 
till | had almoſt began to deſpair.” 

elt is very extraordinary, my Lord,” 
ſaid I, © that you ſhould wait here at all 
for me, hen it was mere accident that 
directed my ſteps towards this place; 
and much at probable: that 1 ſhould 
not come to-night.” I cannot agree 
with you, ſaid he, (it is the very place 
in the world that. your friend and you 
have always choſen for mutual converſe; 
every ſecret and, ſ-ntiment of both your 
hearts have been diſcloſed in this Sacred 
grove; and conſequently the firſt leiſure 
moment you had after her departure, 
this was the moſt likely place for you to 
retire to, that you might contemplate 
on your friend, and preſent to your ima- 
gination what were her employments and 
thoughts at that inſtant. | af is to this 


"th 


*i> {4 A 4 
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place, my dear girl, I flatter myſelf you 
will ſometimes retire when your Weſtbury 
is far diſtant, and call to mind the many 
vows of mutual love and conſtancy that 
we have ſo often plighted in this happy 
ſpot. We ſhall perhaps not have many 
more meetings before that time arrives; 
unleſs you will revoke that ſentence, my 
Selina, which you have ſo cruelly paſſed 
againſt me, and ſuffer me to claim you. 
as my wife. 1 could almoſt venture to 
aſſure you of polite treatment, if no af- 
fection, from my father; and if that is 
not the caſe, I ſhall paſs my word he 
ſhall never fee you. You well know the 
joy, the ſatisfaction, 1 ſhould have in 
devoting my whole life to ꝓrocure your 
happinets.”-I told him I would not ſcru- 

le to confeſs I did a violence to my in- 
clination in refuſing any requeſt he made 
to me, but I had drawn a lige of con- 
duct for my future life, which I looked 


upon to be the path of rectitude; and T 


Z truſted that no ſolicitations, however 
3 agreeable, would tempt me to deviate 
from it. If ſuch is your determination,” 
ſaid he, * a very few weeks longer will 
J remain in England; but I have one 
requeſt more to make, one little requeſt 
which I think you muſt comply with; 
8 2 that. 
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that is, of ſüffering me to become your | 


correſpondent when I am abroad.” 

Vou abſolutely ſeem to heſitate 
even at that, Selina; are you determin- 
ed to refuſe every thing I af?” can 
there be any improp:iety 1h correſpond- 
ing with the man you have vowed to 


love? Il know your motives to be deli- 


cate, and cannot help admiring them; 


tho' you muſt excuſe me, my amiable 


** 


girl, if T ſay I think you ſometimes ex 


tend them too far. But Iwill not urge 


you further on this ſubj ect at preſent; 
I will apply to Lady Junta, 1 know ſhe 
will not refuſe ro receive a line now and 
then, nor perhaps ſcruple occaſionally to 
return an anſwer to her friend Weſtbury.” 
To this propofal you may believe I did 
not object; and we converſed on vari- 
ous topics, to us intereſting, tho? to you 
they would be tedious, until the cool 
* of the evening reminded us it 
was time to return to che houſe. Lord 
Weſtbury went with me, he ſtayed 
ſupper, but was uncommonly Ave the 
whole evening. 

After I had retired to my own room, 
Lady St. Clair came to me. © Vou are 
ſo much ' accuſtomed to a little ſocial 
chat at this time, my dear Selina,“ = 
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ſhe, © that I am afraid you will be-mes 


lancholy if you are left entirely to yours 
ſelf; Jam therefore come to offer you 
my company. for half an hour.” Oh! my 
Julia! how ſhall I ever. make a ſuitable 


return to your dear mother for her ma- | 


ny inſtances; of attention to me. I told 
her every thing that had paſſed. between. 
Lord Weſtbury and mylelf in our even- 
ing converſation; ſhe approved very 
much of my conduct. &« I partieulatly 
applaud. you, my love,” ſaid the, for 
not allowing him to hope fox a corre» 
ſpondenge wich you; tho I have not the 
ſlighteſt doubt of your mutual attach» 
ment, Jets after all, many. 11 Rug 


—_ SS © * 


ways be. an. e — Nr a 


| young woman, that any gentleman has 


letters of hers in his poſſeſſion in which 
love as been the principal ſubject. 1 


1 2 confident, Julia would enjoy a cor- 


Y — not have the (malleſi ſeruple about 
anſwering bis letters. As I have menti- 


oned Juha, I :annot help adding, I am 


3 not perfectly ſatisfied in my mind about 


her ; 3 1 am pprebenlive ſhe has not yet 
B 3 , 
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got over her attachment, which was but 
too viſible, for Mr. Drummond: Wt 
When Lord Weſtbury told us a few 
days ago tliat Mr. Drummond was gone, 
and he believed in a ſhort time would be 
in France, a deep glow overſpread her 
face, which was fucceeded by the moſt 


deadly paleneſs I ever beheld ; I could 
not help obſerving that the attempts ſhe 
made for a lively ſally during the re- 
mainder of the evening, were entirely 
forced. I do not ſay this, my dear Seli- 


na, with a view to diſcover your ſenti- 
ments upon the ſubject, (for I believe 
you are entirely in her confidence, and 
Iwiſh you long to remain ſo,) but mere- 


ly to eaſe my own heart} which J aſſure 


you has ſuffered for ſome time on her 


account.” I told Lady St. Clair, I 
thought there was not the leaſt occaſion 
for her uneaſineſs; that I was confident 

ou ſaw Mr. Drummond's actions ex- 
actly in the ſame light we did; and if 
there were any traces of chagrin or me- 
lancholy yet remaining upon your mind 
I hoped this little excurſion, and the gai- 

ety of the ſcenes in which you were en- 


gaged, would entirely diffipate them.“! 


hope ſo too, ſaid Lady St. Clair, “ and 


8s hope 1 is the cheering balm of our ex- 


iſtence, 
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WREATH of FRIENDSHIB, 7 
iſtence, and both you and I ſeem to be 
at preſent in a little want of it, I will 
wiſh you'a good night, with that 
ſweet impreſſion fixed upon your mind, 
and flatter myſelfit will be the means of 
your enjoying pleaſant flumbers“ “ 
Your mother's good wiſhes did not 
prevail, for Weſtbury's journey had 
taken too deep hold of both my head 
and heart, to ſuffer me to reſt. 
Idread the time of his departure, and 
et am almoſt tempted to wiſh him gone, 
That I may ſuppart; myſelf properly 
when the trying time arrives of his tak» 
ing leaye, is the conſtant prayer of, 
Iour ever affeQionate friend, 
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LETTER L 


Rey. E Edward erg, to Henry Drone. 


= Th mandy Fla. 
| * Ladung lr 1. It, 


8 my friend, the lovely Eliza” 


made me the happicſt of human beings! 


She gave me her hand at the altar; and 


with it, have the ſatisfaction of reflect- 


ing I received her heart. Few are ca- 


pable of feeling the tranſport that at this 
momentgiows.in my breaft ; it is from 


the pure ſource of true love! a love fo 


ardent, ſo ſincere, that it far exceeds my 
power to deſcribe it. I am ſure your 
generous heart will ſhare in the happi- 
neſs your friend enjoys, which is much 
ſuperior even. to thoſe fancied pleaſures 
the poet ſo often deſcribes; it is unmixed 


with one bitter ingredient, and all my 
future exiſtence ſhall be ſpent in endea- 
| wennn to deſerve it. 


x 4 IP *. 2 


Will 


fectly reſtored. 
Drummond 8 1 gare you, 
Wansford. 
Wees g. 8 reſtore you to eaſe and 
tranquillity, We will pour the balm of 


WREATH OF FRIENDSHIP. 9 


Will you forgive me for making. my 
own joy the firſt ſubject of .my pen ? 
Think not, my Drymmond, that the 
happy ſcenes around me have for a mo- 


ment baniſhed from my mind thoſe cares 
' which oppreſſes my friend. No, believe 
me, the pleaſures I now enjoy, I flatter 
mylelf will enlarge my benevolence, 
and make me a friend to all mankind. 


Iam ſo accuſtomed to ſhare in all your 


ſorrows, and your joys, that I ſhould 
think mylelf deprived of my right were 


you not to entruſt me with them. Yau 
tell me you are going to write to | Roſalia; 


the moment you receive her anſwer let 


I am almoſt as an- 


me hear from you. 
My earneſt 


xious for it as you can be. 


prayers is, that ſhe may determine whate⸗ 


ver may be the moſt likely way to make 
you happy... _ 

lam aff aid your health | is not yet per- 
The moment Lady 
come to 
liza will aſfiſt me in 


comfort in your wounded heart; and if 
we cannot entirely cure thoſe ſorrows 
which you feel we will by ſharing them, 


Lady 


endeavour to make the em leſs. 


SI 
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il Lady Julia talks of ſpending but one 
4 week Wich her friend. I hope we ſhall 
prevail on Malbourne to ſtay longer. 
He wrote to inform you that he was 
coming; if you could conveniently join 
him here, it would be a great addition 
to the pleaſure | enjoy in his company 
and in our triple fiiendſhip we would 
forget thoſe ſorrows which adverſe for- 
tune has made vs feel. Has Lord Weſt- 
it bury left England yet? if he has not, 
h tell him I ſhall eſteem a convunter, pf | 
| his correſpondence a favour; and 4 
him my beſt wiſhes for his ſafe Pocono 
My Eliza bids me join her beſt wiſhes 
with my own for you, and entreats you 
will favour us with your company as ſoon | 
as you find travelling not to be incon- 
venient to you. 
Lou know not how many charms 
Wansford-Houſe can boaſt of; come 
and ſnare them with one who glories i in 


now calling you friend. 
E. 8. 


hb %F 22 


9 N « 4H r — ORD ” 2 TR P NE WER ny +9 06 San ng or AS RATS VL I = tb te redn 6.5. 0p Wr "ol "RE we r £ a * * n n 4 4 RI ES Ang as 8 * * 8 2 
3 n 3 E / % „ 2 = J!!!! ²˙AA RT Co es; CIR 8 8 8 * . obs Sg 2 * * OSS 8 

£8] 7 * 8 7 THIS * SES $4 1 n RAD «3 OA" 3 2 n 4 * n Fe” n . > * N y 9 2 "TAN: 5 Ys — _ I Fd 2 

7 TEAS S S . E „ n 8 © 2 8 WOE . 8 vo 8 3 3 . r 
V 2 2 8 Yo - * 9 8 „ el 2X CO EINE A ER Re 1 2 + 2 N e > FEI 
Re the IE = LIE ett TR oF "I" 3" A434 8 3 1 1 n "LE 9. % * 8 — A 
* 5 Nene 5 * E {> 8 e 7 % * 8 8 4 IK 8 EL I * OY — 
kW FERN _ n — 
T4 --% * — 
\ PAD 


— palF2s 
G 
= * 1 9 2 n 8 
” 3 N 2 Le "7 
. Ws i IE Sage 8 
. 7 5 


NL 2 n 1 
VO oe PA REY ͤœ lll... i ̃ . K : e S 
e * n * en 5 . C 8 5 =_ a INE os 8 1 bY Fo Sx. WELL, 7 n *. 1 * 
* 1 2 2 9 - "1 RIS TRE, 3 7 © 2-2 2 8 . Ir - „„ Wot . . d Bags * 2 WII 
© * . n © n 3 „ 3 E TXT 3 SS A 8 . F n 
* . 1 - & — % 7 5 * > * 
— X n 0 , | RN x N en E e | 3 


WREATH OP FRJENDSHIP, II 


+ 
— F 8 F 1 N i . * 1 N 8 
24 # 3 * 
£ 5 #4 3 114 2 13 7 . S vv ws 
4 4 4 
1 4 * 7 of * $4 . fn # ? - : 8 © 4 52 f - " 
* o þ 4 7 * 1 F * 4 — — A ” 2 
% " / f oy * 7 
8 + # 7 — 4 * ” # s : N x * 
4 *F * . g ? 1 2 4 ; 1 Os 3 Y g » 
FF . — 4. » . $ | 4 , &# % 1 \ "WM 
* 


Lady Julia Harcourt, to Miſs Courtney. 


mf. my Jul 1 I'2, | 


8 all the Kine wine we 
have heard Drummond ſay of this Mr. 
Seymour; or to go ſtill further, notwith- 
ſtanding all our ſanguine imaginations, 
we have not been able to do juſtice to 
the original chara&ter; if you WII allow 
me to be a judge from ſo ſhort an ac- 
quaintance. I am abſolutely in danger 
of falling in love with him; and ſhould 
be almoſt tempted to grudge Eliza fo 
[vin a bleſſing, did I not know that he 
s mch better ſuitecd With a wife than he 
could have been witty ſuch © a giddy” crea- 
thre as my ſellff. 10 
0 3 behaviour heftet was enchant 
- fuch a manly tenderneſs when he 
EASY Eliza, and at the fame time fo 
much. eaſy! politeneſs to'the” reſt of the 
company, that it was impoſhble not to 


admire him. Fhave- often heard it re- 
a” marked, 


12 WREATH, OF FRIENDSHIP. 


marked, that a wedding day muſt of 
neceſſity be a ſtupid one; this was 
quite the reverſe, for my -own part I 
have not been in ſuch good ſpirits for 
ſome time paſt; it was a real ſatisfaction 
| to me to fee my friend give her hand to 
0 a man who appeared every way calculat- . 
ed to make her happy. 49H 
The company was not large. Mrs. YH 
Morton was there of courſe. Her hap- = 
pineſs, poor Woman! was of that kind, 
which may be felt but not deſcribed, 
She loves Eliza with the tenderneſs of a 
arent, and could not look ſtedfaſtly at 
2h all the day, without. her 685. 1905 | 
filled with tears. I can readi] 
many ideas would obtrude Went EY Ron 
when ſhe: conſidered that not long ago 
all her felicity aroſe from being united to 
the man, 0 place Seymour at pre- 
ſent occupies. Tho' 1 am certain. her 
joy was fincere upon this occaſion; yet 
it is natural to imagine, that it would be 
of the pathetic kind. Mr. Watſon per- 
formed the ceremony, therefore of cou ſe, 
he and his wife were preſent at dinner; 
Mr. Hargrave, à near neighbour of Eli- 
. 24's, who has at different times been 
very ſerviceable to her in tranſacting 
money ae, acted in the e 
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of father. His wife and a niece from 
London, who is at preſent paying them 
a viſit, made the whole of our party. 
Miſs Hargrave is a ſmart pretty little 
irl, much ſuperior to the City Miſs. we 
Pad at Livingſton. I think ſhe would 
have been a very fine girl, ut ſhe has 
had the sfortune to be educated at a ve- 
ry faſhionable boarding, ſchool, which 
has given the poor young lady rather 
too high an opinion of her own accom» 
pliſhments; and the little phrale of we 
do /o in Town, (he finds very applicable 
upon. all occaions. To, add to her 
other mis/oriwnes, ſhe has, ſomehow or 
other, contrived; to make an acquaint- 
ance amongſt the officers of the guards; 
and they are, in her eſtimation, the cri- 
terion of every thing that is great, ele- 
gant, or accompliſhed, 1 
+, After, dinner, we had inſenſibly, 
drawn Lord Malbourne to ſpeak of his 
travels in Germany, , He was giving us 
a, very intereſting account of the coun- 
try, and the manners of the people; hap- 
pening to mention lightly the diſcipline 
of the Pruſſian troops,. it unfortunately 
brought to 155 ifs Hargrave's tecolſection 


CR 


time) an anecdotę of a friend of hers. in 
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the guards She made not the leaſt 
ſeruple of interrupting bis Lordſhip, and | 


very obligingiy related the whole ftory, 
- which took up above half an hour in tell- 
ing. Not that there was much in the # 


 Atory, but it was inteclarded with fo ma- 
ny pretty exciamations, and French 
Pliraſes, that if you have ever ſo great 
an inclination to hear it, my dear Selina, 
you muſt excufe mv re epeating it; for I 
declare myſelf perfectly Unqualified to 
give even the pilh, it, by the by, it had 
any in it. She had however fo effectu- 
ally broken the thread of Malbourne”s 
narrative, that all attempts to join it 
again were ineffectual; and we ſoon. 


after left the room. In the evening we 
had a little concert; © Miſs Hargrave 
fa voured us with ſeveral of the moſt fa- 


ſhionable Italian airs. You cannot ima- 


"Zine how many ways ſhe found of 
4harming us. I began to ſuppoſe be- 
fore the day Was over, that tho! Lord 
-Malbourn< had not the honoy?, to hold 
a commiſſion in the guards, yet a little 
of his attention would be rolerably recei v- 
ed by the young lady; to. fay truth, it 


would encreaſe her onfequgice, not a 


little, tobe inttoduded in'towh,” b ny the 


fülle of W Walbourne. 
| Es. 
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The ſervant is juſt arrived with all 
your congratulatory epiſtles ; and what 
is much more valuable to me, has 
brought me yours, my dear Selina. 
How much do | wiſh I had been at home 

at this time. I am afraid Lord Weſtbu- 

ry will be gone before I can poſſibly re- 
turn again; but you muſt, my beloved 
friend, ex=rt all your fortitude upon 
this trying occaſion. I weil know how 
much you will both feel, but as the evil 
ſeems at preſent to be inevitable, we 
muſt ſubmit with patience, and look for- 
ward with hope to more ſmiling days of 
peace and tranquillity. Tell him I like 
the idea of becoming his correſpondent 

' amazingly ; we have long called each 
other friends, and I hope now to reap 
both amuſement and inſtruction from 
the title. 1 

Jam extremely pained that my mo- 
ther ſhould imagine I ſuffer any thing on 
Drummond's account. I did not think 
that ſhe ſuſpected me of ever having 
had the leaſt penchant for him; and I 
likewife thought | had too much /a/ vola- 
ile in my compoſition, to have for ever 
freed -me from the charge of hopeleſs ö 
love. Neither my mother nor you muſt 
ever indulge one ſerious thought upon 

. $24 that 


*- 


that ſubject. 1 W 8 
I did at one time very much admire Mr. 
rummond.; there is a certain Jomething 
in his converſation and manner, that is 
exactly ſuited to my taſte ; but circum- 
ſtances ha ve ſo happened ſince that time, 
that tho' | ſhall ever moſt ſincerely pray 
for his happinels, I have not one wiſh 
remaining to ſhare it with him. You 
will believe hat, my. Selina, when it is 

ſeriouſly atteſted by — hand of your 


. 5 wis Harcourt. 
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Niſs Courtney to Lady Julia Harcourt. 
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gane to take their morning's airing. I 
have excuſed, myſelf from attending 


them, that I might indulge. my ſelf in 
== dedicating one hour to you, my dear 
Julia. But I am afraid it is a ſelfiſh gra · 


tification; for I feel my ſpirits at preſent 
too much oppreſſed to permit my ſociety 
being any amuſement. It is only to in- 


dulge my torrow, oy powering it into 


the boſom of friendſhip, that has at this 
time induced me to take up my pen. 

This day Lord Weſtbury leaves our 
neighbourhood, and ſets out for Sir Hen- 
ry Drummong's previous to his going 
abroad. I am rather apprehenſive he ts 
alfeady gone. You can fcarce imagine 


how much that idea torments me. Tho? 


I dreaded, beyond any thing, to take 
BRL 95 leave 
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leave of him, yet fo weak, fo inconſiſ- 
tent am I, that it mortifies me be- 
yond expreſſion to think he ſhould leave 
the Kingdom without ſeeing me. He 
ſpent the evening with us yeſterday ; 
when he went away, he ſaid he”. ſhbuld 
call to take leave of us this morning; 
but at the time he ſpoke he looked at 
me with ſo much tenderneſs, that 1 
even then dreaded his intention. This 
morning has. confirmed all my. fears, 
for T am certain he muſt have To for- 
ward before this time; and yet, believe 
me, Julia, I have not firength "of mind, 
enough to venture to make an enquiry... 
I now think it would have been a great- 
er ſatisfaction to have ſeen him once 
more; yet why do I think ſo? Reaſon, 
and reflection perhaps will ſoon convince, 
me that | it is better as it is. 3 


ts. 


: * 
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pla en at nigh: . 


I. was ET bo in the: 
midſt of all my conj<Qures and petu- 
lance, by the entrance of Lord Weſtbu- 
ry. 1 felt as much relieved for the mo- 
ment, as if he had acts put off 

5 18 
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| his journey; but this pleaſi ng deluſion, 
was of ſhort continuance, and my ima- 
gination inſtantly returned to all the 
miſeries of ſeparation. It was in vain [ 
_ endeavoured to conceal my emotion. 
He ſeated himſelf by me, and taking 
my hand with infinite tenderneſs, at- 
tempted to ſooth my mind by drawing 
me into a little converſation. _ 15 
He ſpoke of his journey, of the time 
"ba thought it probable he ſhould be ab- 
ſent, of the infinite pleaſure he ſhould 
have in once more returning to his native 
country, and of the joy with which he 
flattered himſelf I ſhould receive him 
after ſuch an abſence. His emotion was 
all the time evident, tho' he made many 
efforts to ſuppreſs it. Several times as 
he ſpoke, his fine eyes gliſtened; I 
could not refrain my tears; it was a mo- 
ment of tenderneſs ; perhaps even you, 
my Julia, will blame me for being too 
explicit; but when he urged me on the 
ſubject, 1 laid open my whole heart to 
him, and vowed eternal unchangeable af- 
fection. He ſpent two hours with me; 
had it not been embittered by the re- 
flection that we were ſo ſoon to part, I 
_ Hhould have ſaid two delightful hou s. 
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At laſt as if recolleQing. himſelf, he 
ſtarted from his ſeat, and claſping me 
with fervour to his breaſt, he exclaimed, 
. Nen beloved of my foul! Tho” 
You. have for the preſent baniſhed me 
rom, your preſence, yet your bleſt idea 
will be the cheering companion of my 
exiſtence; and in — 4 008 realms for- 
tune or chance {ball place me, ſtill the 
Nleaſing reflection that Lam loved by you, 
Will preſerve me from deſpondence.- 
But my Selina, be careful; for my ſake, 
be careful of your health ; remember 
the life of thy Weſtbury is bound up in 
thine; and unleſs you, my beloved girl, 
are in full poſſeſſion of eaſe and comfort 
I can never enjoy one moment's ſatisfac- 
tion.“ He was much affected as he 

ſpoke theſe laſt words, his voice faultered, 
and. he could hardly articulate them. 
At the ſame. time ſhipping, a ſmall 
ſhagreen caſe into my hand, he diſap- 
peared in an initant. 
You, my friend, will ine of my 
ſituation. I fat ſome minutes motionleſs, 
ſcarcely conſcious of my exiſtence ; ; at 
laſt I exclaimed, * Is he really gone?“ 
The exertion | made to ſpeak was the 
means of relieving me, by producing a 
violent ſhower of tears, Which believe 
da en 
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ſerved me from fainting. As ſoon | 
: as I had perfectly recovered my recollec- 
tion, I opened the cafe; it contained a 
miniature picture, A firiking reſem- 
blance of himſelf. Alas!“ ſaid I, 
4 how ſoon are all our earthly comforts 
torn from us? how ſhort is the time ſince 
I enjoyed the ſociety of my Weſtbury , 
ſince I daily beheld him and converted 
with him ; Land now muſt all my conſo- 
lation be fixed N this piece of inan 
wated painting! Yet even this will T 

cheriſh, becauſe it bears its reſemblance; 
it ſhall be the companion of all my grief 
and unavailing tears” I am aſhamed 
to confeſs all my wWeakneſs, even to you, 
my Jula, who view all my actions with 
the eye of friendſhip ; but it is ſome eaſe 
to my full. {wola heart, to give it vent 
even in this manner. 

Very fortimately for me, Lord ahd 
Lady St. Clair did not return ill late. 
Your dear mother ſuffers too feelingly 
for the diftrefſes of others to torment a 
wounded heart. She took no notice of 
my uneaſineſs, but related to me, with 
her uſual good humour, all the little cix- 
cumſtances ſhe trad met with in her mot n- 
ing excufſton. She afterwards talked 
to me of your return, of the pleaſure two 

ſuch 
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ſuch friends muſt have in meeting, even 
after ſo ſhort an abſence, of ſeveral little 
| ſchemes and plans ſhe had formed for our 
amuſement. This ſubje& was infinitely 
too tender; whilſt ſhe ſpoke on diffe- 
rent things, I could give an anſwer, but, 
now I found it impoſſible to ſpeak : I 
could not help accuſing myſelf of ingra- 
titude for not entering with more cheer- 
fulneſs into the ſchemes Lady St. Clair's 
goodneſs had formed to diſſipate my 
melancholy. Tho* 1 looked forward © 
with infinite joy to the time of your re- 
turn, yet parties and excui ſions, without 
Weſtbury, were fo little to my ſatisfac- 
tion, that my heart ſickened at the idea 
of them. In ſhort, there was a void in 
my own breaſt, and 1 fancied it was in 
the whole creation. I muſt once again 
repeat the wiſh, that I poſſe ſſed a little 
of your ſortitude, my friend. i 
How often have I ſeen you converſe 
with ſmiles to Lord and Lady St. Clair, 
when 1 have known your heart to be 
-torn with anguiſh ? It is certainly a duty 
we owe our friends and ſociety, to con- 
.ceal in ſome degree our feelings, when 
they give pain to thoſe about us; but 
Jou muſt, my Julia, pity and forgive 
the weakneſs of your 


Sclina Courtney. 
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Lud , m, to the Rev. Edward 
| | \ | 


* Drummand-Place Jay 14: 


7 T; HAT I have not written to you 


before this time, my dear Sir, has not 


been owing to a want of reſpect, or a 
proper ſenſe of that friendſhip you ex- 
tend to me, but to the unpleaſant ſlate 
of my own mind; of which indeed my 
5 laſt letter would afford you but too true 
= 2 ſpecimen. 
in addreſſing myſelf to you, 1 feel | 
A | aſhamed of the petulance and repining, 
ſo viſible in that epiitle ; and woul. wil- 


lingly atone for indiſcretions ſo apparent; 
but if I were to excuſe my ſelf by ſaying 
my paſſions had at that momeni got the 
dominion, the apology. would certaialy, 
in your eyes, aggravate the offence, , tho 
perhaps it was at that moment the only 
one 1 could make. Notning is fo, N 


10 
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to us as too great a confidence in our 
1 | own ſtrength; it is always ſafer, I be- 
18 lie ve, te tiſtruſt,: rather than think our- 
=_ ſelves too ſecure ; in future I mean to 
. conquer only by ſtanding on the defen- 
11:8 five, for love is too powerful an enemy 
I - to be oppoſed in ſingle combat, when 
our auxiliary, reaſon, is laid aſl-ep. 
I would not have you imagine that 
BY I feel leſs affection for Selina than I ever 
| | did fince firſt we met; but I feel it ina 
different manner, It is no lenger that 
_— imp-tuous. pattion that bore down, all 
18 before it, it is now calm and tranquil; 
1 her ſuperior reaſon. and conduct have 
Teftored me to my ſenſes; and tho? 1 
Nil! live ly to love her, it is ſuch a 1 55 - 
| fiment as prefers her happineſs and re- 
poſe to every ſelHIHi conſideration. In 
one circumſtance, have 1 differed from 
Her in opimon, but inclined to it myſelf, 
and authorized by your ſuperior Judg- 
meat, | have feſiſted even her tears; 
but 1 do it as the thing moli likely to ex 
— . our happineF, and the moſt p 
able means of nclining my ther ut 
conſent to it. In conſequence of this 
refolution I have parted from all! hold 
deareſt in the world, my father, and my 
Selina.” When we ſhall meet again, 
desen 
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heaven knows! were I inclined to judge 
of my own agitation at this event with 
any Ipaik of ſuperſtition, I ſhould fear 
our ſeparation would be long and me- 
lancholy. _ 1 3 
Had Lord Mordington given me the 
leaſt hint of his diſapprobation of this 
ſtep, I would have remained with him at 
all events; but he made not the leaſt 
obje&ion, nor ever aſked me how near, 
or how diſtant was my return; I can 
truly ſay it is in his power to make my 


abſence long or ſhort. I ſuffer ſo much 


from his diſpleaſure, that I would give 
up every point hut one to banith it; alas, 
that one is all he inſiſts on! Bur a 
truce to complaint; ſhould I continue 
this ſtrain, I ſhall relapſe again, and 


2X be the very character I wiſh to avoid, 
and which | am ſure you could not 


eſteem. = 
On my arrival here, I found poor 
Drummond in fad ſpirits, nor do I think 
his health yet well eſtabliſh:d. Indeed 
the mind and body are fo cloſely united, 
that when the one is I] at eaſe, the other 
cannot be well. He has yet had no an- 
{wer to his letter, and is in the moſt 
diſagreeable ſuſpenſe. fron 
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His excellent mother, who watches 
every turn of his expreſſive countenance, 
pines in ſecret, and ſeems to dread the 
approach of every poſt, which ſhe ex- 
pects will bring the death warrant of her 
ſon's happineſs; juſtly ſuppoſing, that 
an offer of ſuch a hand and ſuch a fortune 
will not be refuſed. I own, I wiſh to 
know his fate before I leave England, 
but I cannot wait much longer ſhould 
the winds prove fair. I have taken my 
paſſage to Spain; which tour | prefer at 
preſent, as capable of affording me 
more variety than France-or Italy, both 
of which 1 am well acquainted with, 
Wherever Igo I hope for a continuance 
of your friendſhip, a conſolation I much 
need. By this time I fancy you ought 
to receive my congratulations on your 
union. Believe me, no one can be more 
fincere in offering you every good wiſh 
on that occaſion ; to Mrs. Seymour, 
(as the friend of my Selina, and the ob- 
ject of your attachment) I beg my moſt 
reſpectful remembrances. 

hen it will not interrupt your hap- 
pineſs, I could wiſh you would ſome- 
times caſt a thought on your wandering 
frerd, who is at all times and in all ſea- 
ſons, your moſt devoted 
Weltury 


ET. 
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LETTER LY. 
Lady Julia Harcourt, to ; Mos Courtney, 
Wansferd-Houſe, July 16. 


4 ON Saturday, my dear Selina, I hope 
to enjoy the ſociety of my belt friends 
in the ſweet ſhades of Tivingſton. And 
| tho? | always part with my Eliza with 
the moſt heartfelt regret, yet upon this 
| occaſion ] feel ſatisfied that I am return- 
ing home. I think lately you have 
wanted the ſoothing endearments of a 

friend that loves you as I do. I am 
certain my mother would do all in her 


power to amuſe you, yet to me per- 


JF baps you will lay open your whole 


heart with more unbounded confidence 
than you poſſibly can to her. We will 
talk over again thoſe ſcenes which for 
ſome time paſt have contributed ſo large- 


© ly to your happineſs; and look forward, 
with an eye of hope and confidence, to 
many future years of felicity. We will 
wander in thoſe groves where Weſtbury 
WS uſed 
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uſed to be our conſtant companion. But 
I already fancy I fee the cryfial tear 


ſtarting in your eye: and will not lead 


your imag nation to dwell upon ſcenes 


Which are not proper for you even to 


think of, till | am with you, to check 
you, when you give too much way to 
ſorrow. 

But let us talk of our 3 
here. We have had none of that un- 


meaning form which is in general the 
conſtant attendant on a wedding. We 


were at church on Sunday, but did not, 


according to the modern phraſe, appear 


there, to the great hinderance of all our | 
country neighbour's devotion, We went | 


in undreſs, and Mr. Sey mour atlifted as 
uſual in the ſervice; where 1 cannot | 

help ſay ing, he appears to great advan- | 

tage; but he indeed performs every | 
thing well he undertakes He is an <x- 
emplary young man; the more I know 
of him the higher his character riſes in my 


eſtimation. 


of the rector ought to do; in converſing 


on ſerious ſubjects. Lord Malbouine is 
well qualified to hold his ſhare in 
ſuch dialogues; he is ſenſible and 
| agreeable, but in my mind he wants | I 
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that ſpirit and animation, which makes 


his friend Drummond ſo pleaſin ng. I be- 
lieve Eliza gives the preference to Mal- 
bourne; you know ſhe always thought 


TJ Drummond too lively. I don't think 


Mr. Seymour quite of her opinion in 
that point, as it is eaſy to percelve | that 
he 1s very partial to Drummond ; but 


they will neither of them ſpeak their 


ſentiments before me. 

I have been much embarraſſed with 
Lord Malbourne's particular attention 
to me. I ſtill flatter myſelf his only in- 


XZ tention is to ſhew thoſe little gallantries 


which our being inmates in the ſame 
houſe naturally leads him to; and that 


when I am gone, he will think no more 


of me; at leaſt | ſincerely hope, that is 
the caſe, as 1 would not on any account 
receive an offer at preſent which my 


father might think eligible, as my rejec- 
tion of him, which would ndifputebly 


be the caſe, might lead him to harbour 


ſuſpicions which would diſtreſs me be- 


yond expreſſion. 
As the neighbourhood is too ſmall to 


admit of receiving viſits in form, they 


all dined with us yeſterday; and this 


7 evening we are to ſpend at Mr. Har- 
= grave's. You may expect me to import 


. a great 
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being a very dull ſcholar, for ſhe is not 


a great many of the young lady's fine | 
airs; if I do not, I ſhall accuſe myſelf of | 


7 

17 
5) 

Pal 


at all ſparing of her leſſons. She has got | 


the moſt unaccountable rage for the 
country upon her juſt now, that can be, 
and I verily believe her whole pleaſure E 
conſiſts in the thoughts of telling her 
friends in town, what immenſe felicity ſhe Þ 
enjoyed at Wansford. We have fre- 
quenily called upon her to walk, I pre- 
rred it to a tete à tete with Malbourne, 1 
when our friends could not be of the 


party; and I fancy by that means have 
got exceedingly into her good graces ; | 


for it is not an unuſual thing for her to 


be emttrely. of Lady Julia's opinion, when N 


I have ſcarcely ſpoken upon the ſubject. 


You muſt not expect me till late in the 
evening, as our good friends here pro- 
poſe ſetting me half way, and we ſhall 
not part till after dinner. You cannot 3 
imagine, my dear Selina, what joy the 
thoughts of beholding you, gives to the 3 
n of 218 4 
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r 


Mrs. Scudamore, to Miſs Darnley. ; 


— 


cd July 2. 
My Dear Friend, 


By a pacquet we have had the good 
fortune to meet with at St. Helena, and 


which will be at home in all probability 


long before us, I ſend you Orixana's 
narrative, I have ſcrawled it during 
our paſſage, which has been fo far fa- 
vourable, and quick; and | am become 
quite a failor, and hardly feel any incon- 
venjence from my change of ſituation. 
But I have no time for dwelling on my 
own affairs, and muſt refer you for en- 
tertainment to the following ſheets, which 
contain, as near as | can recollect, the 
ſubſtance, and the words of my friend's 

Ocixana and myſelf were ſitting at 
work one morning in my apartment, 
when looking up from ſomething I had 
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been very intent upon, and which for 
ſome time had prevented my ſpeaking, 
I taw with concern that her eyes were 
flowing with tears; her work had fallen 
from her hand, and affliction ſeemed to 
have taken ſole poſſeſſion of every feel- 
ing. And what, my dear friend,” | 
ſaid I, can at this moment have occa- MR 
ſioned this burſt of grief? what has diſ- 
compoſed you? tell me, that | may 
have it in my power. to atone for the 
uneaſinets which 1, or any in this houſe 
may have been the innocent cauſe of? 
Tell me, I beg of you, that I may once 
more be able to offer ſome alleviation to 
your ſufferings, of which indeed I am 

ignorant, but by their effect.“ 
In a few minutes ſhe was again com- 
poſed ; and taking my hand, and kiſ- 
ſing it affectionately, ſaid, ** No, Ma- 
dam, you cannot do any thing that is 
contrary to the happineſs of a human 
creature; it was recollection, cruel recol- 
lection, that cauſed thoſe involuntary 
tears! | was fhedding them for the 
misfortunes which clouded the day of 
my birth, of which this is the anniver- 
ſary. To you, my benefactreſs and my 
friend, I ought to have no concealments. 
Your ſympathizing heart will pity the 
13 wretch 
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hw 


wretch your reaſon may ſometimes con- 


demn, but whole ſufferings may per- 


haps have almoſt balanced her faults. 
In vain you try to lead me to happineſs, 


that has been long buried in the grave 


of my huſband and my child, who are 


now numbered with the dead, and for- 


got, no doubt, by every heart but mine; 
there they will hive whilſt memory 
remains. Sometimes I fancy. that my 


Charles may fill be acting the part of 
my guardian, and in the form af thoſe 


angelic beings he ever emulated, has 
conducted me to your friendihip; 'tis 
the firſt cordial J have taſted for fourteen 
years, but much farther 1 look back ere 


1] commence my hiſtory. 


„Alas, Madam, it is upwards of 
forty years ſince the Sun in all its ſplen- 
dor roſe on my parents; it ſaw them 
bleſſed in tranquillity, in mutual love, 
and domeſtic happinets; it beheld my 
father, the prince and governor of a 


province, rich in every thing that could 
add power or grandeur to himſelf, and 


plenty to his ſubjects. On my mother, 


nature had ſhowered her choiceſt gifts; 
born of the race deſcended from the im- 


mortal Tamerlane, the poſſeſſed in the 
higheſt degree, thoſe charms of com- 
| C 5 plexion 
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plexion for which ſhe was eſteemed. She 
Was fair as the daughters of Europe; tall, 
and <xquiſitely formed as the cedars of 
the foreſt ; majeſty was in her mien, but 
ſhe commanded only by the affection. 
"Thus fituated, they wanted nothing to 
complete their meaſure of felicity, but 
ſome happy pledges of their love; they i 
waited for this event with anxious expec= Þ| 
tations. Thus did their ſun riſe, but 
how did it ſet? That wealth, thoſe 
treaſures that he prized, were to him 
the occaſion of all his misfortunes. 
One of thoſe rapacious Britons, whoſe 


trade it is to deſtroy, hal long viewed | 
with an envious eye, that gold he could | 
by no juſt means poſſeſs; and that peace- 
able diſpoſition he had failed to imitate. | 
He at laſt threw afide all caution, and 
ſummoned my father to attend a tiibu-᷑ 
nal he had inſtituted, and aniwer for 
| ſuppoſed crimes, which he himtelf had 
forged. Seized by ſtratagem, hurried 
away from his province, his home, and 
his happin*ſfs, he was conveyed to Cal- 
cutta, and left in the depth of a dungeon, 


there to bemoan his miſery, and gueſs 
at the cauſe which had laid him fo low. 

This ſtep was taken with ſuch pre- 

cipitation, that my motner was not 

| 5 « made 
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made acquainted with it till ſome hours 


afier. Sequeſtered in the ſolitude of 
the Zanana, ſuſpicion had not even 
whiſpered the event. Her friends at laſt 
found it impoſſible longer to conceal the 
tidings, which they were afraid might in 
her fituation, perhaps, have dreadful 


conſequences. Made acquainted with 
the fate of her huſband, her mind at 


once ſuggeſted all there was to fear ; 
and ſhe determined to hazard every 


thing that deſpairing love could UP 


or fortitude attempt. 
She waited not till morning to put 


her deſigns in execution. She aſcended 


her palanquin, and ſet out on this forlorn 
enterpriſe, attended by numerous friends 


and crowꝗs of ſlaves; all willing to die 


in the cauſe, could their lives pay the 
price of their maſter's ranſom. 

« She arrived, wearied, and almoſt 
diſtracted by her impatience, and her 
fears, an hour before my father was to 
be ca: ried before this juſt judge, whoſe 


eyes were blinded by gold, whoſe heart 


was impenetrable, and whoſe hands 
had been embrued in the blood of thou- 
ſands. Before this rapacious inhuman 


governor did the mild and beneficent 
Ra jah 
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Rajah appear, cloathed in all the purity 


of innocence. 

The charges were exhibited againſt 
him ; proofs brought by men as corrupt 
as the judge; and the unfortunate Rajah 
not ſuffered to plead his own cauſe, nor 
contradict one article alleged againſt 
him. In vain his friends offered treaſure 
after treaſure ; ſtill in hopes to extract 
more, all they offered was too liale to 
ſatisfy the rapacious deſires of his unjuſt 
perſecutor. All the wealth of the pro- 
vince was laid at his feet; it was all in- 
adequate; but if he could by any means, 
add another lack to what was in his pow- 
er, his ſentence might be mitigated. 
At this moment, my mother, who on 
my father's leaving the dungeon, fainted 
in the arms of her attendants, appeared 
in court; ſhe implored, ſhe entreated, 
ſhe knelt and wept; and in all the agony 
of grief, begged only if one was to be a 
victim, ſhe herſelf might ſuffer. Alas, 
the very means ſhe took to ſave him, 
aimed the ſabre at his head. 

„Her beauty, heightened by her 
tears, became an object of admiration, 


and added one more paſſion to the breaſt 


of her peiſecutor ! In vain now was the 
offer of additional bribes; his crimes 


were 
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were blackened, not to be expiated by 
gold or diamonds; he was ordered to 
immediate execution; and not even a 
parting embrace allowed this faithful 
pair. Nay, the ſentence was executed 


before the ey es of my diſtracted mother! 


How often has ſhe. painted to me the 
horrors of that day, fearful that my 
young heart ſhould not feel with her 
own enthuſiaſm, the deteſtation due to 
ſuch a tyrant. | "2 

+ She was hurried away from a ſight 
ſo terrible, to the houſe of the monſter, 
who ſuppoſed it. poſſible ſhe might in 
time forget her wrongs, and liſten to 
his deteſted paſſion. No ſooner arrived 


there, than the pangs of labour were 


added to her other ſufferings. I came 
into the world at this inauſpicious mo- 
ment, when no parent's (miles beamed 
upon me, as an earneſt of future joy; 
and miſery and woe received me to 
their arms. How conſtantly have they 
ſince guarded my footſteps, and defend- 
ed every avenue where tranquillity was 


inclined to enter! Bat I lived unhurt 


by the bitter milk I drew, and bathed 
in the ſorrowful tears of a mother who 
dragged on life only for my take. Ah! 
had we then died together, of how 
much 
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much anguiſh ſhould 1 have been ſpared 
the recital. 

A ſilent calm occupied the apart- 
ment of my mother, and ſeemed to 
take poſſ ſſion of every thing but her 
perturbed boſom. One faithful ſlave of 


all that attended her journey, was ſuf- 


fered to remain. From her ſhe learnt, 
that the province, of which my father 
had been governor, had riſen to revenge 


his murder; and had brought fire and 


ſword to the gates of Calcutta; that 
the General had been obliged to deſert 
his new acquired treaſures, and was 
gone at the head of his troops to quell 
this inſurrection. This was the reaſon 
of his never having been ſeen by my 
mother ſince that fatal moment. How 
much did ſhe rejoice at this intelligence! 


what bleſſings did the not call down on 


thoſe brave avengers, and imprecati- 
ons on the heads of their enemies. 
It was ſome months before the con- 


- queror returned; but he came crowned 


with victory, laden with wealth, inſo- 
lent with ſucceſs, and proud with proſ- 
rity. 


The treaſure he had left behind was 
not forgotten, but love was not his 


predominant — it yielded to am- 
bition. 


p 
1 
s 
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bition. The day after his return he ſent 
to acquaint his priſoner that he ſhoud 
wait upon her, and hoped ſhe would 

give him a patient hearing?“ © Tell 


S him, ſaid ſhe, I am his ſlave, Ionce bore 
a nobler title!” He came, at that in- 


ſtant, as if by inſtinct, I ſhrieked, and 
hid my face on the boſom of my parent, 
as if unable to bear the ſight of my fa- 
ther's murderer. Often did ſhe after- 
wards repeat to me all theſe circumſtan- 
ces, and thanked the power that inſpir- 
ed my heart with a horror ſo juſt. He 
was going to ſpeak, when holding me 
in her arms ſhe ſaid, © Here Sir, behold 


a part of that being you purtued with 


ſuch unrelenting rigour. I have pre- 


ſerved her, that by your kindneſs the 
- might be joined to her father, in thoſe 


realms of happineſs where he is now 
taſting everlaſting pleaſures; removed 


from the avarice of the Europeans, he is 


now twiſting garlands of never-fading 
roſes to adorn his beauteous daughter. 
There he polſ-iſ-s gold of which you 
cannot d-tpoil hin, and diamonds, more 


bright than thoſe of Golconda; finiſh a 
= work then ſo nobly begun, fatiate your 


eyes with blood, your heart with an- 
guiſh, but know, your triumph is ſtill 
” e incomplete, 
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incomplete, for you have no power over 
the mind; hat riſes above the mandate 
of the judge, or the ſtroke of the ſabre.” 

« He was impatient to reply, and to 

ut an end to reproaches ſo deſerved, 
and words ſo penetrating ; and in the 
moſt humble, moſt obſequious manner 
told her, he acknowledged all his faults, 
and came to implore her forgiveneſs; and 
if poſſible to beg an intereſt in her heart, 
which had the power to command his, Es 
and every thing that belonged to him. 
That he would return to her all her 
treaſure, if ſhe would but allow him 
ſometimes to convince her of the 
ſtrength of his attachment, and to prove 
to her how violent was his paſſion 
which alone was the cauſe of her huſband's 
death, as he could not exiſt while he had 
A rival in her affections. 

„How firange an argument, and 
how weak to ſuppole it could have any 
weight! 

« Doft thou know infamous uſurper, 
to whom thou talkeſt ? (replied my en- 
raged mother) doſt thou know, mean as 
thou art, that the blood of the oreat 
Tamerlane flows in my veins; that I 
am the daughter and widow of a Prince; : 
and dolt thou think I can ſtoop to hee 4 ? 

thou, 


®? 
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| thou, whoſe hands are not yet waſhed 
f.om the blood of my. huſband ! but 
know, weak man, that thy love or hate, 
ne aike indifi- rent to me ! that Orixana 
knows how to free herſelf from the 
haad's of a tyrant !” At theſe words ſhe 


drew fiom her fide a dagger, which ſhe 


had concealed there, and was going to 
plunge it in her breaſt; when the mon- 
ſter, aware of her intentions, ſeized it at 
that moment, and wrenched it from her 
hand, and turning from her with a ſtern 
and angry look, laid, © for the future I 
ſhall know how. to treat you,” and im- 
mediately withdrew. 

* All hopes of eſcaping from her pri 
ſon were now at an end. The governor, 
exaſperated with her behaviour, de- 
prived her of every indulgence ; hoping, 
that what he could not obtain from love, 
he might extort from fear. No longer 
was her own faithful ſlave permitted to 
attend her; new guards were ſet, over 
her, and he was threatened with the loſs 
of me, if ſhe ſhould remain unpropitious 
to her maſter's will. Sometimes he came 
to viſit her, to ſee if ſhe relented, but 
no change appeared ; he would attempt 
to ſooth and entertain me: but able 
now to underſtand the injury he had 
1 done 
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.- done me, all his blandiſhments were 
Wo | vain! Thus did four Jong years rol. 
114 over, under the roof of one, whoſe pride 


and revenge only could be gratified by 
ſuch captives ; ſeldom leaving our apart- 
ment, my ideas did not expand, and 
the language E ſpoke was confined to a 
fmall compaſs. The beauties of nature 
I knew nothing of; and the walls of our 
_ priſon bounded my knowledge and my 
acquirements, be 
One night, when fleep, our only 
comfort, had laid his leaden hand on our 
ſenſes, we were 'diſturbed with an unu- 
ſual noiſe and buſtle, which, accuſtomed 
as we were to fear, was very alarming, 
Our door was ſuddenly unlocked, but no 
one came; and again all was ſtill and 
filent. Alter a little pauſe, our own 
faithful ſlave appeared, © haſten, ſaid 
ſhe, this moment away; *tis the only 
inſtant in which you can recover your 
liberty. The governor is ſuperſeded, 
and another is arrived, and he is now 
attending the council; all in this houſe 
is confuſion and diſmay ; but do not 
you delay a moment to free yourſelf | 
from a priſon; they are all alike tyrants, 
and not to Ol truſted. 5 
1 as We 
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We aroſe ; ſhe led us by the hand 
thro' a long range of ſplendid apart- 
ments, and thro* crowds in the ſtreets 
we paſſed unobſerved, being in the 
habit of dependents; for after my mo- 
ther's firſt interview with the governor, 
all pomp, or even convenience of dreſs, 
was denied us. The fun juſt riſing above 
the horizon, cauſed, to eyes fo long 
_ deprived of his ſplendor, a painful fenſa- 
tion; our feet unuſed to exerciſe, ſeemed 
unwilling to aſſiſt us in our flight; and 

our guide was nbliged to carry me in her 
arms; who, terrified at ſights ſo new to 
me, had neither ſtrength nor courage to 
proceed. At laſt we found ourſelves out 
of the town. Wearied with the exertion, 
my mother begged only to fit down upon 
the burning ground, but her attendant 
allowed her not to reſt till we arrived at 
the houſe of a Hindoo, where the Ba- 
nians take up their abode when wan= 
dering from province to province. In 
this hoſpitable hut we were refreſhed 
with fruits and water. An old Banian 
was fitting there, our ſlave ſpoke-to him, 
and aſked his guidance to where my 
mother choſe to go. He agreed to wait 
her pleaſure, and when the ſan ſhould 
be gone down, to attend our n 
It 
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It was ſettled in the courſe of the day, 
that a village on the banks of the Gan- 
ges ſhould be our reſting place; there it 
was poſſible we might find ſome friends 
or relations, if haply war had left one 
whom we could call by thoſe endearing 
Names. 
„This was once the habitation of a 
long train of illuſtrious anceſtors ; and 
ſtiil dear to my mother from being tlie 
pres of her birth. There, ſaid ſhe, 
can waſh this infant from the pollution 
ſne has undergone from the hands of 
Europeans; there I can offer my prayers 
to that deity, who delighting in good 
works, deteſts theſe bloody tyrants; and 
will ſometime revenge my caule. There 
too, perhaps, he will receive from me 
this wretched life preſerved only till my 
child is placed in ſafety.” We fat out 
weak and fainting, how low ly did we 


proceed; every ſtep was attended with 


pain and anguiſh, and we had no con- 
verſation to beguile the tedious way. 
Tho' every thing was new to me, I had 
not words to exprels either my pleaſure, 
my pain, or my ſurpriſe. Reſting in 
the day time, and travelling in the —_ 
it was a month ere we reached the deſ- 
tined ſpot ; charity having ſupplied our 
5 wants 


. * » 


\ 
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wants all the way, for we poſſeſſed no- 
thing. We reached, it is true the deſ- 
tined ſpot, but ah, "how changed! all 
was ruin, all was devaſtation! War, 
with her cruel hand, had levelled the 
ſtately edifices, and jaid waſte a fruitful 
country; a few ſcattered huts now form- 
ed the village, once fo magnificent, that 
had been the ſcat of my grandfather, 
and of his race, who for ages had lived 
on that ground, oppreſſed by no foreign 
foe, and bleſſed with domeſtic © peace. 
Nothing remained of its former appear- 
ance, but the ſpreading tree under which 
the youths were taught by ſome vene- 
rable man, tie truths of their religion, 
the rudiments of their language, and the 
arts of peace. We approached near, 
and beheld a man, hoary and bent with 
years, inſtructing, on this very ſpot, A 

group of attentive: little ones. 
„How did my heart beat, and how 
little did I know the cauſe of its feelings! 
My mother let go my hand, in a mo- 
ment (he was at the feet of the lage, bath- 
ing them with tears, claſping his knees, 
and ia all the agony of joy calling him 
her father! her dear father! It was he 
himſelf, that venerable man ! What were 
his tranſports when he bcheld his daugh- 
ter, 
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ter, his long loſt daughter! the idol of 
his: heart! for whom he had mourned 


four tedious years, reſtored to him again! 


it was herſelf, his heart acknowledged 
her; tho' his dim eyes, flowing with 
tears, could hardy diſcern a form 
{till lovely, as grief had waſted half its 
beauty and deſtroyed both the lily and 
the roſe. 

How joyfully did he ed us to his 
cottage, and make us the partakers of his 


| ſcanty board; for he had loft all his poſ- 


ſeſſions in the way that robbed him of 
his children, and was obliged now to 


make his knowledge ſubſervient to his 


ſupport. On me he beſtowed his pater- 
nal bleſſing, calling me his ſecond Orix- 
ana! Informed of all that happened 
ſince their firit ſeparation, he haftened 
with my mother, to plunge me in the 
waves of the Ganges; that River whoſe 
waters purify the departing ſoul, and 
the body of the polluted. 
62 This accompliſhed, my mother be- 
on by degrees to open her grand de- 
n, that of burning herſelf to the me- 
mory and-honour of her lamented huſ- 
band. In vain, when I was acquainted 
with her intentions, did I weep, pray, 
and intreat that ſhe would quit this = 
an 
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and fatal reſolution ! I repreſented to 
her that our father was now old, that 
many years could not be expected to 
prolong his life, that then, forlorn and 
helpleſs I ſhould be abandoned to diſtreſs 
and poverty; unable from my ſex, to 
{ſtruggle with difficulties, impoſſible to 
ſurmount them. In vain did I urge 
every fond argument my heart could 
ſuggeſt. 18 8 4 
ee Prevent me not, ihe ſaid, from ful- 
filling the duty 1 owe to the ſpirit of my 
departed huſband, who waits for me in 
thoſe fragrant and everlaſting bowers, 
where no longer an earthly priace, he 
ſits commending hoſts of ſubjeQs ſlaugh- 
tered in his cauſe ; and whoſe paſtime it 
now is, to pertecute, to torment, with 
never ending tortures, thoſe rapacious 
SOFIA. rs 15 6 1 

He ſees the purpoſe of my heart, 
and ſmiles on thy fears. Behold then, 
coward girl! the pile already preparing; 
on which my wearied head ſhall .reſt 
from all its cares! the God of our fathers 
| will protect thy innocence. Fear not, 
but ſee with admiration the actions and 
the principles of thy mother; whoſe 
love for thee is but a poor and ſecondary 
g conſideration, when ſet in competition 
| with 
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with her fame here, and glory hereafter! 
Live to comfort my aged parent, and 
to imitate the virtues now end-avour 
to illuſtrate.” My grandfather uſed 
every argument to diſſuade her from 
this enthuſiaſtic effort of conitancy ; but 
the Brahmins, too much attached to 

their long eſtabliſhed, tho', in this reſ- 
pect, inhuman principles, applauded 
er deſign. IN 

„The fatal day at laſt arrived! I ſaw 
her waik round the pile, celebrating 
the virtues of him ſhe was fo ſoon to join; 
I felt the parting embrace ! | ſaw her at 
the appointed moment aſcend without 
one fond regret ! I ſaw no more! Inſen- 
| ible to every thing but her loſs, I 
awakened not from my ſtupor, till born 
by our friends to the houſe of my grand- 
father, their cruel attentions reſtored me 
_—_— tit 5 FRE 
1 heard now nothing but praiſes of 
the courage, the magnanimity of my 
loft parent! I ſaw not the act in that 
light; 1 felt nothing but ſorrow : for 
nothing could reſtore to me the bleſſings 
of her ſociety, or compenſate the loſs of 
her advice. But grief in young minds is 
not without conſolation ; time wears out 
the deep traces of afffiction, and youth 
is never the nurſe of woe. 
« From 


8 
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« From this time four ſucceeding 
years were paſt in a ſtate of tranquillity 
that ſcarcely marked their courſe. My 
| grandfather continued his occupation of 
inſtruction; and I, careleſs and happy, 
danced with the village girls, and ſung 
away the ſultry hours under the ſhade of 
ſome ſpreading tree. But felicity and 


| content are ſhort lived. War again 
raiſed her horrid creſt; and fury and de- 

„ ſtruction ſpread terror and diſmay over 

y every heart. My only parent, worn 

; down with age, ſunk to the earth help- 

t leſs and enervated, and expired in my 

t arms juſt as the enemy entered the town. 

& Unmoved by the ſhouts of the ſoldiers, 

1 WH or the cries of the people, I hung over 

n his cold and venerable corſe, inſenſible 

to every thing but the miſery of the mo- 

je ment; and was only rouſed by a ſeapoy, 
who dragged me from the body, and 

of preſented me to his commanding officer; 

y who, informed of the ſituation in which 

5 I had been found, permitted me to ſee 


\r WW the laſt duty paid to my grandfather ; 
„bis body plunged in the Ganges, and 


of bis foul freed from all its incumbrances. 
F I was then ſent to his tent, and treated 
ut with all the reſpe& I could defire, and 
th much more than Iexpeted, Yes! this 


S061 D acknow- 
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acknowledgment is due from my un- 
grateful heart to one who afterwards 


_ uſed me ſo cruelly. 


The conqueſt and the plunder of 
this devoted province at an end, I moved 
with the army, and in time was brought 
to Madras. There T was conſigned to 
the wife of the officer, whoſe captive I 
was. She, kind and benevolent, took 
me under her own. care; had me ba 

tized, inſtructed me in the truths of her 
religion, and took every means to pro- 
mote my happineſs. How ſweetly did 
thoſe days giide away! Remembrance 
would gladly reſt on them, and look 
neither on the paſt nor on the futur® 
How tranquil was my heart! how' gay 
and how cheerful! with what avidity 
did I receive the inſtructions of my pa- 
troneſs! how did | glory in learning all 
her accompliſhments; in imitating her 


manners, 1n catching her very * 


and looks. 

* This is the reaſon, Madam, I am 
become ſo like an Engliſh woman, a 
remark you have often made. How 
proud ſhould I once have been of a 
compliment ſo flattering to my wiſhes ! 
and what pleature did | feel when my 


friend commended my aſſiduity, and 


£ 


was 


un 
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was pleaſed with my attention. Often 
did the aſſure me her ſon and myſelf. 
were equal in her heart. Her huſband 
too, whole nature was rough and ſe- 
vere, put off that character in his behavi- 
our to me, and | forgot that he was an 
enemy and a conqueror. But the religt- 
on | had been taught ſince | had been 
his property, ſoftened that hatred which 
the principles of my mother had imprint- 
ed; and tho' I ſaw how little it in general 
influenced the actions of its votaries, I 
-only lamented their weakneſs in not 
making the moſt perfe& of all examples 
their line of conduct. My own errors 
afterwaids proved to me what dangerous 
en2mies are our paſſions ; and how eaſy 
it is to preach, how difficult to practiſe. 
„had paſſed five years in this ſtate 
of tranquillity, when the ſon of my be- 
nefactors arrived. He had been a wri- 
ter in the company's ſervice at Bombay, 
and was removed to Madras to the no 
{ſmall delight of his fond parents. I 
joined ſincerely in the joy this event 
occaſioned, and met him with all the 
ardour of youth inſpired by gratitude, 
and the deſire to prove myſelf worthy the 
ſhare I poſſeſſed in his mother's heart. 
Candid, generous, open, ſincere ! Envy 
DRE i AS harboured 
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harboured not in his breaſt; nor any of 
thoſe vices which too frequently. debaſe 
the moſt beauteous forms. He was 
every thing a father could deſire his ſon 
ſhould. be ; every thing the fondeſt, the 
moſt partial mother's imagination could 
paint, Manly graces, gentle virtues, 
were in him ſo happily blended, that if 
you will allow me an hyperbolical expreſ- 
ſion, Nature ſeemed in his formation to 
have exhauſted all her treaſure, and left 
nothing for Art to add to. Such was 
Charles Wentworth ! Strange was the 
effect I felt from his preſence ; no lon- 
ger lively, giddy, and impetuous, in a 
moment I became timid, ſilent and 
fearful. I raiſed not my eyes to his; I 
did nothing but liſten to his converſation. 
My friend, engroſſed by her own feel- 
ings, obſerved not mine; and I recover- 
ed my wonted manners ere ſhe diſcover- 
ed I had ever altered them. 
Thus bleſſed in the ſociety of all 
my ſoul held dear, months and days 
paſſed over, and the lapſe of time was 
never noticed. Unnoticed too, was the 
Nate of my heart, till Charles Went- 
worth began to beg a ſhare in it. Alas! 
it had been his from the firſt moment of 
our meeting. Artleſs and ingenuous 
133 I endeavoured 


* 
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I endeavoured not to conceal from him 


my ſentiments; but I felt a conſciouſneſs 
that to his parents I could not reveal the - 
ſame ſecret; and I found his fears on 


that ſubject accorded with my own. If 


we continued our attachment, it was 
neceſſary to deviſe ſome plan to deceive 
them, and love is never flow. I had 


learnt from the precepts of my benefac- 


treſs, the infamy attending the indul- 
gence of lawleſs paſſion; and I liſtened 
to my lover on no terms but thoſe of 
marriage, Charles ſaw the ſtrength of 
my reſolution, and reſpected it too much 
to wiſh to violate it. I agreed to be his, 
when I could be fo without diſcovery. 
The fin of ingratitude I did not then fo 
ſeriouſly conſider ; neither did I pro- 
perly reflect, that by accepting the hand 
of my lover, I was infringing a ſacred. 
right. | | 
0 He contrived to get himſelf ordered 
to the ſettlement at Cuddalore. His 


father, he well knew, could not object 


to it, becauſe it was leſs expenſive living 
there; and the opportunity of trading 
was equal. Unſuſpicious of the motive, 
they agreed to the propoſal, and in a 
few days a ſhip.was to ſail, on board of 
which he was to take his paſſage, and 

71 „ alſo 
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alſo my(elf, who was to follow him in 


the habit of a ſlave. Mrs. Wentworth, 


In conſideration of advantage to her ſon, 


and in hopes that in a ſhort time his for- 
tune would be completed, and they 
might all return to Europe together, 


gave up her preſent comfort, for falla- 


* 
— 


cious hopes in the future; and ſaw him 
embark with a fortitude which is ſeldom 
obſerved but in minds like hers, fraught 
with found principle, and true piety. I 
had apparently taken leave of him in her 
preſence, and the indifference with. 


which I did it, left not a doubt upon her 


mind, concerning our connexion, which 

ſometimes I believe had a little alarmed 
her. That was the laſt moment of my 
ſeeing that dear, that injured friend! 
Ah, Madam, will you not think I muſt 
have been formed of adamant, that I 
could leave forever ſuch a mother with- 
gut one tear? But abſorbed in one idea, 
I ſaw, I heard, nothing but her ſon ; he 
was the whole world to me; and poſſeſ- 
ſing his heart, I aſked for nothing more! 
I flew on the wings of love to the ſhip, 
where in the arms of my lover I loſt all 
my fears. Our voyage was ſhort, and 
on our landing we were immediately 


married, 33 
85 p « Cuddalore, 
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*" Cuddalore, my dear Madam, is the 
Paradiſe of India, and, like our firſt 
parents, for ſome time we lived a life of 
perfect happineſs; our mutual love 
baniſhed all reflection, and the preſent. 
was all we thought $7" But a letter. 
from Mrs. Wentworth, drew aſide the 
veil which ſo long had clouded our rea- 
| fon, and brought with it remorſe and. 
miſery. 

„ Orixana,” ſhe ſaid to me, ak a 
% return have you made to all my ten- 
& derneſs ! you have robbed me of every 
* comfort upon earth ! of the duty and. 
„ affection of a fon ; the love and eſteem 

* of a huſband, who continually up- 
« braids me as the great author of his 
„ ſon's diſobedience ! *Tis true I have 

* nouriſhed a ſerpent in my boſom, and 

„it has flung me to the heart! Oh! 
Cruel girl! this is what you have done 

* tome! but what have you not brought 
0 upon yourſelf ! the violence of paſſion 

once ſubſided, what have you left but 

« guilt and ſhame? you have involved 

*1n your guilt alſo one, who, till he 
* ſaw you, was the pattern of every vir- 
tue! Reflect on the whole of your 
* crime, and then call repentance to 
N aid ; aſk for the mercy of that 
Da4 7, —_— 
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God you have ſo lately known, and 
« fo heinouſly offended ! fly from the 
4 deluſion that ſurrounds you! dare to 
be once more virtuous, and 1, injured 
_ «as I am, will find you an aſylum, 
« where you may. expiate your fault, 
« and hide a face unworthy the light 
* of heaven.” 8 
_ © Oh, Madam ! if you can figure to 
yourſelf what I felt on the receipt of this 
kind and crue! letter, you will ſpare 
my tongue the recital; for words are 
inadequate to expreſs the tenth part of 
what | ſuffered. But I had ſtill one con- 
folation left, that I was not quite the 
guilty wretch ſne thought me. But the 
in of ingratitude was enough to ſink me 
to the earth, and ſufficiently debaſed me 
in my own opinion. What a condition 
was I in, when my huſband came to 
ſooth me with his tenderneſs, with vows 
of everlaſting love, and proſpects of for- 
giveneſs and felicity. He too had a let- 
ter from his mother, accuſing him of 
deceit and ſeduQtion.. The latter part of 
the charge gave him no concern, as he 
was entirely innocent. We will write, 
my love, ſaid he,” to this offended 
parent ; we will confeſs every thing, and 
when ſhe finds we are not ſo worthleſs 
as 
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as ſhe imagines, ſhe will onee more bleſs 


us with her affections; ſhe will calm the 
rage of my ſtern father, and he alſo will 
relent; onde more be confident, we 
ſhall Be Happy. — _- 1 
Fortune cannot long frown on 


minds like ours; for a ſhort time per- 


haps our ſun may be obſcured, but it 
will ſoon ſhine forth with redoubled 


luſtre, to illuminate thy virtues, and do 
juſtice to my choice. Did my mother 


think it poſſible I could look with indif- 
ference on a mind formed by herſelf? 


No, I am ſure the would herſelf have 


joined our hands, had we but confided 
in her friendſhip, it is not yet too late, 
and from her candour we have every 
thing to hope. a We ns | 
„Thus did he power into my boſom 
the conſolation. it ſo much wanted ; but 
which it was almoſt averſe to receive 
even from him. Conſcience, that faith- 
ful monitor, once awakened, painted to 


my eyes in glowing colours, the fault I 


had committed. I ſaw my mother's 


grief, my father's anger; and feared 


their influence on my huſband's heart. 
The thought was full of milery ; nor 
could the preſence of an infant, hourly 
expected, add one gleam of comfort to 

Ds | my 
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my diſtracted mind. Like its unfortu- 
nate mother it was to be received into a 
world of woe! How prophetic were 
my thoughts, and how juſtly have they 
been fulfilled ! 

„Our letters went, but we had no 
anſwer till my daughter was near three 
months old. Her ſweet ſmiles were 
unable to baniſh gloomy reflections; but 
occupied in my duty to her, and find- 
ing ſome relief from ſo new an employ- 
ment, I was unwilling to expect what I 
feared would bring no peace. At laſt 
they arrived ; but the olive branch ſo 
- anxiouſly looked for by my huſband, 
came broken. 

Mrs. Wentworth ſent us both her 
bleſſing and forgiveneſs ; but is was only 
her own ſhe could offer us. She implor- 
ed the favour of heaven to render our 
union auſpicious. To herſelf ſh: owned 
it was a real ſatisfaction that we had 
only been guilty of diſobedience ; but 
the very, circumſtance that gave her 
pleaſure ſerved ſtill more to exaſperate 
Colonel Wentworth, who ſaw not in the 
ſame light with her, the connexion we 
had made. He who looked forward to 
an immenſe fortune for his ſon, and 
then a ſplendid alliance, could have for- 


given 


CCC 
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given any indiſcretion but that of en- 
tirely diſappointing him in ſo important 
an expectation. This rendered it im- 
poſſible for her to ſerve us; and all ſhe 


could recommend, was to wait pati- 


ently a change of fortune, and to keep 
our marriage a ſecret till happier. times. 
She had notiing to offer us but her pray- 


ers, which the ſaid were conſtantly put 


up for our health and happineſs, neither 
of which ſhe herſelf enjoyed; the firſt 


was daily declining, and the latter ſhe 


had long been a ſtranger to. The auf 
terity of Mr. Wentworth's temper, 
which increaſed with added years,. made 
eaſe and tranquillity no longer the inha- 
bitants of her boſom; but the had learnt. 
reſignation, and waited patiently to be 
removed to that land where all things 
are forgotten, where the wicked ceaſe 
from troubling,” *« where the. weary are. 
at.reſt.”- 

This letter, intended for our com- 
fort, proved greatly the reverſe. The 
melancholy with which it was tinctured 
gave a ſad preſage of the event which 
followed. In the company of each 


other we in vain ſtrove to appear cheer- 


ful; there is no oblivion for guilty minds, 


and that one act of diſobedience and 


deceit 
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deceit embittered every joy. Our little 
one grew, was lovely and entertaining, 
and we had begun the third year of our 
abode at Cuddalore, when a letter came 
begging Mr. Wentworth to ſet out for 
Madras, to receive the laſt ſighs of his 
departing mother ; who could not cloſe 
her eyes in peace without his preſence. 
Not a word was ſaid about my at- 
tending him; without ſuch a ſanction 
it was a riſk we dare not run; and he 
left me, promiſing to return as ſoon 
as ever the laſt duties were paid to his 
excellent parent. We thought our ſepa- 
ration would not be long, but what tears 
did it coſt us? how often, how fondly, 
did my Charles preſs to his breaſt his in- 
fant and its mother; ah! little did we 
then think this interview was to be our 
laſt ? I feel myſelf greatly agitated, give 
me a moment's pauſe. Heaven will not 


let me ſink under the ſhadow, when the 


reality had not power to deſtroy me, 

« Six weeks (which appeared as long 
as all my former life) were now paſſed 
over, but I heard nothing of my huſ- 
band; he ſent not one line to cheer my 
ſolitude. Every ſhip that arrived un- 
derwent a ſcrutiny, but no tidings came. 
Sometimes I was in deep deſpair; 1 — 
5 | ope 
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hope revived, and I baniſhed my fears. - 
One day playing with my child in the 
garden, and toſſing flowers in innocent 
| ſport to be caught by her little hands, 
I was ſummoned to attend a meſſenger 
from Madras. With trembling ſteps I 
entered the apartment; he preſented 
me a letter from Mr. Wentworth; I 
haſtily tore 1t open, but ſoon perceived it 
was the hand ſo dear to me. My eyes 
grew dim, I could not read it; I gave 
it to my attendant to read ; ſhe caſt her 
eyes over it, and burſt into tears. 1 
ſnatched it from her hand, and found 
lines to this purpoſe : | 
Charles Wentworth returns to you 
„no more; he breaks thoſe ignoble 
chains, with which you have ſo long 
„ enflaved him, and commands you to 
„give up to the perſon who delivers 
_ * you this, your daughter, the off- 
„ ſpring of your guilty love! It will be 
protected; but as to yourſelf, no lon- 
„ger miſtreſs in the houſe you inhabit, 
you are the ſlave of the family who 
„ ſucceeds Mr. Wentworth. Tis a 
* puniſhment due to your crime; ſub- 
© mit to it therefore without murmur- 
*.1ng ; you know you are my property, 
8 | „ RE * 
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« and I have a right to diſpoſe of you; 
do as you are commanded, or tremble 
for the conſequences, as you fear 

| l 66 Henry Wentworth.” 


« I did tremble !- but it was for my 
reſent ſituation, for nothing worſe 
wo could follow ! I raved, I tore, I.claſped 
= my child to my burning breaſt ; I vow- 
i ed we would never be parted !-I ſaid her 
| j father had no hand in the cruel order 
1 that was to deprive me of her. His na- 
0 ture could not change, and he was once 
ſi all goodnels. I then wept and entreated 
the pity of the meſſenger; he ſeemed 
humane, but could not alter the decree, . 
or ſwerve from his obedience. Irequeſt- 
ed a few hours to reconſider this fatal 
letter; could I be ſure my huſband 
made the demand, he ſhould be obeyed,. 
even had he ordered me to plunge a dag- 
ger in my heart; this would have been 
kinder than to rob me of my. girl! I 
would conſent to be a ſlave, would they 
but leave me that treaſure to ſweeten 
the toilſome day. The laſt hour came ! 
The ſhip was going to fail, and the ſer- 
vant demanded his charge! Again I loſt 
all patience, and ſpent myſelf in una 
vailing lamentations. I took from wy 
po Wil 
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wriſt a bracelet which had once been my 
mother's; that and its companion were 
the ſole remains of all her grandeur. 
The claſp was a ruby ſet round with 
diamonds, and faſtened to a firing of 
pearls. ' «© If we muſt part, my Tos 
el,“ I ſaid, wear this to remind 
thee of thy fond, thy wretched mother!“ 
I bound it on her arm. Inſenſible to 
my agony, and ignorant of the cauſe, 
ſhe looked up at me, and ſmiled at the 
action, and kiſſed the hand that ſo 
adorned her. From that moment I was 
no longer ſenſible; I fell into fits, and 
in that interval, they took from me all 
my comfort. 
* How long | remained i in this ſtate of 
inſenſibility 1 know not. Reftored at 
laſt to my ſenſes | found myſelf ſurround- 
ed by ftrangers, who ſeemed anxious 
for my recovery. With their aſſiſtance, 
life and reaſon once more animated 7 
heart that would not break. Oh! m 
dear Mrs. Scudamore! when I Ro 
on all my ſufferings, I wonder for what 
a life like mine has been preſerved. *Tis 
now many years ſince | have given up 
all enquiries after my huſband and my 
child; all that I made were fruitleſs, 


| and a 


64 WREATH or FRIENDSHIP. 


and unavailing, and I wearied others 
without advantage to myſelf. 
% What has been their fate heaven 
knows! I have dragged on a hopeleſs 
exiſtence, of little uſe to others, and a 
burthen to myſelf. The family to which 
I was conſigned treated me with kind- 
neſs, and I endeavoured to make all the 
return my ſervices were capable of. 
Years rolled over years, but they 
brought no alleviation to my ſorrows; 
the engraving was too deep for even 
time to obliterate. Hope had flown far 
away; till becoming the ſervant of Mrs. 
Denniſon, it once more ſought for ad- 
miſſion in a mind naturally inclined to 
be ſanguine. I thought it poſſible my 
attention, my aſſiduity to-her, might be 
the means of my getting to England. 
It was the end of my wiſhes; and when 
I heard her intention of leaving India, 
and that I was to attend her to Madras; 
I doubted not but I ſhould be permitted 
to follow her ſteps. How ſevere the 
diſappointment of this hope was, you, 
Madam, who received ſo much trouble 
and anxiety from it, can beſt tell; but 
it was the means of gaining me your 
friendſhip! it cauſed you to intereſt 
yourſelf in my behalf; and I had every 
reaſon 
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reaſon to think that good will ſpring from 
what I looked upon as the greateſt evil. 
If at the end of this long and tedious 
voyage I ſhould fail to hear any. tidings 
of thoſe dear relations, I truſt I ſhall ſtill 
retain your friendſhip; I cannot be quite 
wretched while bleſſed with that cordial, 
and the life that is left me ſhall be ſpent 
in your ſervice; in proving to you, 
that cold as my heart is, it is now more 
capable of gratitude than in the days of 
my felicity ; and that the ſtorms which 
have ſo long beat againſt it with ceaſe- 
leſs violence, have not deſtroyed, but 
promoted that excellent virtue,” : 
My dear Eliza, I have not time to 
add a ſentence more; we ſhall ſoon 
meet, and then we will comment on this 
lad tale. 7 Sag 
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I am, ever yours, 


Emily Scudamore, 5 
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EET TER IN. 
Lady Julia Harcourt, to Mrs. Seymour. 


Living flon-Abbey, Tuly 21. 


How did you get home, my. dear 


Eliza? I am enxious to know, as dark- 


neſs had ſpread his grim countenance over 


the whole horizon long before Larrived | 


at the place of my deſtination ; and l am 


ſure you would be much later, as you 
had a longer journey to take. But ! 
hope your two beaux preſerved you from 
fear and danger of every kind. We 


loitered too long upon the road; our 
party was too pleaſant to think of ſepa- 
rating. Without flattery, you and votre 


mari have a method of making parties 


and converſations paſs off in the moſt 


agreeable ſtyle imaginable. 
Selina is much obliged to you for your 
invitation, and will certainly accept it; 


on condition you keep your promiſe of 


coming for her. Poor girl! 1 hope 
8 1 change 


my : 


-- * 
3 
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change of air, and variety of company 
will be of ſervice to her. She is pale and 
languid, tho' ſtil] beautiful; and has 
acquired a kind of melancholy tender- 
neſs, which, to ſay truth, I believe ſhe 
has ſcarce a wiſh to get the better of. 
| was telling her yeſterday evening how 
much I expected from her excurſion to 
Wansford, „and ſoon after your re- 
turn, my father talks of going to town; 
and as you have ſpent ſo little time there, 
every thing will appear ſo new, fo ſplen- 
did, and ſo gay, that I flatter myſelf you 
will be as briſk as a young roe on the 


mountains.“ © How can you talk fo, 


Julia,” ſaid ſne, you know there is no 
place in the world I love half ſo much as 


Ido Livingſton, every tree, every bower, 


and every walk, brings ſome agreeable 
idea to my remembrance; and when 
the cold blaſts of winter ſhall prevent 
our enjoying thoſe ſweet rambles we 
have at preſent, I had rather ſpend my 
time in this room than in any other place 
in the univerſe. Does it not remind you 

of a thouſand agreeable ſcenes that have 
paſſed in it?“ “I cannot ſay I haveany 
paſſion. for inanimate objects; and as to 
thoſe charming ſcenes you ſpeak of, they 
have been ſo happily blended with the 

5 | diſagreeable, 


* 
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diſagreeable, that believe me, I would 
much rather forget than remember them. 

1 fancy it is much the ſame with our 
journey thro' life, it is ſo mixed with care 
and uneaſineſs, that at the laſt we would 
rather reſign our being, than run the 
riſk of combating any more difficulties, 
But if you have an inclination to increaſe 
your partiality for places, my dear friend, 
we will, if you pleaſe, walk down ſtairs ; 
as I was informed when I came in here, | 
that Lord Mordington was below : and 1 
am very certain ſpending the evening | 
with kim, will fo attach you to the room, 
that I am afraid I ſhall not be able to 
prevail upon you even to fit down here, 
to-morrow morning.” Now, Julia, you 
are getting into your airs again, and 
what is worſe, you are breaking your 
word with me; did not you promiſe 
when you came home, you would com- 
Paſſionate and ſooth me? and I proteſt 
I have not heard one tender expreſſion 
ſince your arrival.“ Too much of ſoothing 
haſt thou, poor Selina!“ I perceived that 
has been the buſineſs my mother has em- 
ployed herſelf in, all this time; and [ 
do not find it has agreed ſo well with you, 
that the plan ought to be purſued fur- 
ther, Truſt me, my dear girl, I would 
| rather 
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rather laugh you out of your melancholy, 
than ſooth you to continue in it.“ Nay, 
Juba, if you are determined to laugh at 
all events, pray let us go down fairs, 
for at preſent | am almoſt as cqual to 
encounter Lord Mordington's ill hu- 
mour, as your mirth. 

Down we fallied. As ſoon as his 
Lo:dſhip eſpied me, he cried out, 
Weill, Lady Julia, 10 you have been 
' aunting about; I hope you have been 
happy! young people never think 
themſelves ſo, but when they are im- 
merſed in diſſipation; galloping about 
from place to place, without {pending 
done rational moment.” „I thank you, 
my Lord, I have been very happy, but 
not very diffipated; my pleaſures have 
been rather of the ſerious kind; I have 
been witneſſing the folemn union of two 
friends, whoſe hearts were before firmly 
attached; and who will, I hope prove 
a pattern of conjugal felicity.” It you 
think there is fo much real happineſs to 
be met with in the matrimonial ſtate, 
Voung lady,” ſaid my Lord, “ you had 
better have laid aſide a little '6f your ob- 


ſtinacy, and taken Lord Weſtbury ; he 
ul {ould have made you an excellent huſ- 
ud band, that I will * for; and then 


her 5 | he 
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he would not have been baniſhed il : 
native country, and from the arms off 
an indulgent parent, . to wander, like E 
an exile, in foreign climes.” *© [i 
thought my Lord,” ſaid my father, 
you had rather wiſhed Lord Weſtbury : 
to go abroad; if it had not been your in- 
clination jam amazed you did not tell him 
ſo, and requeſt him to put off his journey,” 
& 7 deſire him to put off. his journey! 
exclaimed Lord Mordington; ** { requeſt! 
where | have a right to command! You 
know little ef my diſpoſition, my Lord, 
if you think ! 1 ſubmit to that. But 
to allow for one moment that I had con- 
deſcended to aft him to ſtay, he would, 
I make no doubt, immediately havef 
complied with my requeſt ; but then the 
next ſtory would have been, « If ſtay 
in England you mult make i it e 
to me, and allow me to marry Miſs 

Courtney; and ſo the matter wand hau 
been much improved, would it not 9” If you 
have no objection to a rubber at whit 
this evening, my Lord,” ſaid my mo- 
ther, © I will ring for a card table. 
“ Aye, there it is,” ſaid his Lordſhip,fj 
“there is another proof of your modem 
refinement; a man could formerly 


have gone to his x "wala s for an hour 
of 


_— 


culous ſtuff. 
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or two, and chatted in a friendly man- 
ner, but now the moment you enter you 
muſt be ſqueezeed behind a card table, 
or elſe nobody thanks you for your com- 
pany. As we are not a ſet of gamblers, 

and have I dare ſay not the leaſt deſire to 

pick each other's pockets, for, heaven's 

fake, Lady St. Clair, let us this one 
evening be freed from the ſtupidity of 
whiſt. I want to talk to you of my own. 
diſtreſſes, of the loſs I have of my ſon, 

and how much I am in want of his ſoci- 
ety. And that other fooliſh fellow too, 
Drummond, he is, I find, ſtill determin- 
ed to go to Paris, and marry this French 
girl. Poor Lady Drummond ! I dare ſay 


the is very much diſtreſſed about it; yet 


even ſhe can talk about honour, and not 
breaking engagements, and ſuch ridi- 
It he was my ſon, I would 
break every bone in his ſkin, and let him 


keep his engagements then if he choſe. 
But T believe I ſhould not talk ſo, there 


is no ſaying how many ways children 
find of tormenting their parents; ' tis 


ten to one but the next whim Weſtbury 


may take, will be to marry a Spaniſh 


lady, and I ſhall be plagued and vexed 


with her and her Duenna, and her Don 


Jof a father, all my life after.” As my 


mother's 
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mother's card ſcheme had proved ineffec- 

tual, I determined to make one more 

effort to ſilence his Lordſhip ; I declare 
if you had not begun to talk of old 
times, my Lord, I thould probably have 
forgot to tell you how indefatigable l 
have been all this time at Wansford, 
to get that old ſong perfect you uſed to 
be to fond of; and if you will give 
me leave I will let you hear what im- 
provement l have made.” © Well, well,” 
ſaid he peeviſhly, © let us have it; I find 


[ 
I nene 8 ; 28 4 * CO Las 0 on PA EES <I E WES 2 
TCC N 2 OBESE NH 5 
l o B$5-2h 3 7%)%GCCꝙ50œ0h0c ET e 
CANOE e 1 . WO r 
C = 


there is no dealing with ladies, without 1 


you will let them be the principal per- 


formers in the ſcene; they can no more 


fit ſilent, and let another perſon talk, 
than they can fly.” 


I took him at his firſt word, and ſeated i 


myſelf at the harpſichord, where I played 
all the old ſongs Icould think of, till ſup- 
per was announced, My father then tock 
upon himſelf the burthen of the conveiſa- 
tion, and by turning it upon public topics, 
kept him tolerably compoſed, without 
making any more perſonal reflections 
till it was time for him to take his 
leave. 

It has juſt occurred to me, Eliza, that 


you will think this family occupies all my 


thoughts; and that when the young 
: gentlemen 
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gentlemen, are abſent, I make the old 


one the ſubject of my pen. I am very 


conſcious he cannot be an agreeable one, 


and therefore leſt [ ſhould again be tempt- | 


ed to mention his name, - I will this 


fectionate, 5 


| Julia Harcoure; 


Vor., II. 


inſtant ſubſcribe my ſelf your very af- 
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proof that in this world we cannot enjoy 


tentment, her companion, yet in the 
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Rev. Saber Dp to | Heir) Drums 
| mond, Eſq. nn 


 Wansford-Fiuſe, July *4- 


I AM at this moment a convincing 


perfect felicity. Tho' I am not able 
to form one wiſh for my ſelf which is not 
amply gratified, and wherever I turn 
my eye | find (miling peace, and con- 


midſt of this delightful ſcene a figh 
eſcapes me. Friendſhip has ſo fum a 
place in my heart, that I fand, unleſs 
you, my Drummond, can be happy, [ 
ſhall but half enjoy that favoured lot 
heaven. has beſtowed on me. 79 
1 have with great impatience ated 
for the arrival of every poſt, in hopes of 
hea ing from you; and I am now afraid 
a relapſe has been the cauſe of y our 
ſilence. 1 beg i it as a favour you will 
'Y Witte 
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write to me the moment vou receive 
this letter. 4 
As I yas writing the laſt. Rates; 
Malbourne came into my ftudy. He 
| b-gged he might nt interrupt me, he 
ö would take a book. 1 wrotea few lines,” 
an] obſerving he only turned over the 
leaves and did not attempt to read, I 
laid down my pea. Seymour, FzY 
diſturb you | will hav the room.” Not 
at all, my Lord, I am only writing 2 
few lines to enquire after our friend. 
Drummond; 1 am at' this time very 
anxious about him. To tell you the 
truth, Seymour, it was to have a little 
converſation with you about Drummond, 
that I came to you. Tou told me he 
had given up all thoughts of addrefling 
Lady Julia, and had actually written to 
Madamoiſelle de Sanzey; that fe will 
accept him I have not the leaſt doubt; 
do you tink it Would give him pain to 
fee his friend itt poſſeihen of that ineſti- 
mable treaſure, Lady Jula Harcourt ? 1 
love her paſſionately, but have avoided 
declaring my attachment til] 1 had your 
ſentiments, on the ſubj=R. Since the 
has left Wansford, I find her ſo very 
neceſſa y to my happineſs, that if you 
think, may venture to offer her my 
K4$ >: + - mans 
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hand, without wounding the heart ol 


my friend, I will to-morrow go to Bene. 


© p11 ig 


« Your tee, NM gives 
me ſome .concein. That Drummond 


ought to baniſh Lady Julia from his 


thoughts, beſore he offers his hand to 


another, is a ſubject that will not bear a 


debate, but which ot us, my Lord, acts 
in every point exactly as he ſhould do ? 
and therefore we muſt pity, not con- 


demn, the, weakaeſs of our friend. Was 


Drummond cealiy married, it would give 


me infinite pleaſure to ſ-e you happy 


with Lady Julia. Pardon me, if I differ 
from you in opinion, but I think a friend- 
ſhip, ſuch as ours has been, is entitled 
to ſome few ſacrifices; and if J might 
adviſe, you would at leaſt poſtpone your 
addreſſes a few weeks longer; it can be 


no prejudice to your own affairs. Lady 


Julia has a large ſhare of delicacy, and 


were ſhe ſenſible of your motive for de- 


laying your propolals; would . 
rather than condemn it.“ Will you 
then in the mean time tell Drummond 


how 4 am . and let him anſwer 


for himſelf.“ „I wil, before I finiſh 


Dy: letter; 5 tho 4 conteis it is as painful 
in "Ow 
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a a ſubje for me to wiite upon, as I am 


afraid it is for him to read. 
He left me, and I have given you the 


| converſation exactly as it paſſed. Mal- 
bourne was not perfectly ſatisfied with 


my requeſting him to wait a few weeks. 
I ſhall expect to hear from you on this 
ſubject, but do no violence to your own 
feelings; take time to conſider before 
you write, and do not let a flight of 
generous friendſhip lead you to ruin your 
own peace by a precipitate anſwer. 
That happineſs may be your conſtant 
companion, is the ardent wiſh of your 


% s N 7 
83 — 3 
2 a * * * 
\ % M0. 44 FE * : 9 - 
* - 
Fi FO . 
- | ON - 


0 1 wRrREATH or FRIENDSHIP. 


" * 1 
> 
p 4 
1 81 3 . ? 
* — - bY * : 
* # % : 5 . . * % of # « "we 
ö 7 2 F1 4 * : . o : 2. 4-44 
; & . 3 ' «. % | a. 8 
þ 3 1 f 
<2 8 LF MY? | $ . | 14 4 | 
» Vx | +: | . I” ; i 5 
* * * 6 * * — 
a N ö 5 a ” - — ' 
4 * : 5 : Y * 5 > *Y C4 74 
* e . . ; 4 8 3 F x 1 
. 


9 


Lord 7 eftbury, to Lady Julia Harcourt. 
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Y HTLE I am waiting for the ſig- 
nal to go on ſhipboard, I take up my 
4 pen to afſure Lady Julia, how highly 1 
=  — eſteem her condeſcenſion in accepting 
| me as a correſpondent, in allowing me 
| to tell her all my concerns. All my 
| anxieties. I grieve to think what a taſk 
I Ew have undertaken; but you are all 
- humanity, and the pleaſure of being 
able ſometimes to adminiſter conſolation 
| to your friends, will, | know, amply 
7 reward you for the trouble you will ex- 
perience. | 6 

Firm in this hope, I ſhall without 
ſcruple, write what my heart dictates; 
without ſtudying to offer you entertain- 
ment, which I myſelf do not expect to 

find, tho I am going a voluntary] exile 
into fcenes of novelty. The mind, fixed 

8 | on 
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on one darling object, is diſpleaſed at 
re bing ff would for a moment 
baniſ it; and turns from ſplendor, from 


_mirth, and gaiety, to reflect on that 
bone idea which abſorbs all the reſt. If 
were a philoſopher, how readily ſhould 
deſcribe to you the ſcene which now 


preſents: itſelf; of an ocean calm and 


tranquil, the ſhip dancing on the waves, 


a gentle breeze fluttering in her ſails, the 
fun gilding the whole, and all nature 
tmiling ; but my heart revolts it a re- 


preſentation ſo different from itſelf; and 
fecurfing always to my laſt interview 
with Selinaz is all inquietude, all per- 
turbo % 


ui neceſſaty I ſhould check it for 2 
time, that I might give you a little in- 


formation — myſelf, and tell you 


that L take my paſſage on board the 
Minerva, Captain Thomas Wilſon, 
bound to Barcelona. At that place 
letters will find me. I ſhall per- 
haps loiter chere, on a hope (which may 


not be tealized, ©.) ich 1 indulge 


without ſcruple) of ber g recalled to my 
native ountry, ſtoulf my father relent, 

and ſoften the terms of my reconciliati- 
on. Tou muſt; in J ur letter, which 
* wall rade expect, deſeribe to me 
3 E 4 every 
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_ every, look. of my Selina; her em- 
ployments, her amuſements, | nay, her 
very thoughts, when ſhe is ſo good as 
to beſtow the m on me. I ſhall conſtant- 
ly, in imagination, be with you in that 
charming bower here we have ſo often 
beguiled the ſultry hours in con- 
verſe ſweet,” where the woodbines, no 
longer ſhedding ſoft per fſume, have 
given place to the muſk. roſe, whoſe 
werful odours lengthen out the plea- 
ures of a declining year. But ere I re- 
turn, all its bloom, all its ſweetneſs will 
be gone, and the ſpot only remain that 
was covered with ſo, much beauty; il 
it will be dear to me as ever, for Selina 
has made it her abode; I muſt beg, my 
dear friend, that you will inform your- 
ſelf alſo of the health of my father; I 
have no expectations of hearing from 
im; and tho? I have ordered his ſer- 
vant to give me frequent accounts of 
him, I ſhall not be eaſy unleſs they are 
confirmed by you. Thus, you ſee, have 
I, regardleſs of eyery. thing but ſelf, 
lanned out employment for your leiſure 
10urs., Tell me ho A ſhall make a re- 

turn for all your goodneſs? I know but 
of one way, and that is, when I ſhall 
be ſo fortunate as to become the 1 
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of your friend, to make her happineſs 
the fole ſtudy and buſineſs of my life; 
by doing this, I'am certain of contribut= 
ing largely to yours; and only by fo 
doing, can I deſerve the eſteem and 
confidence of a mind fo liberal. BS 
Drummond, whom I have never once 
thought of ſince 1 began this letter, has 
been fitting by me all the time in real 
and. .unfeigned ſorrow for my de- 
parture. Whata ſoul has that dear, that 
unto; tunate youth! and how much do 
his diſtreſſes aſſiſt to increaſe mine. I 
told him juſt now, that I was writing to 
Lady Julia, and aſked for his commands. 
He ſtarted; * Gracious Heavens ! = 
you fay to Lady Julia? But, indeed, 
to no pu poſe; I have nothing. 10 add 
Adieu, falr lady, pity botk your friends 
The ſhip waits, remember my treaſure; is 
in your poſſeſſion. All happineſs: attend 
Liyingſton- Abbey. Believe me "Jour: 
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EYMOUR, 1 never was wotinris in y 
Whole life 1 am in perfect health. 
 R6ſalia has ſent me a cordial, prepared 
by herſelf and a German Doctor, which 
has, with once taking, reſtored me to life 
The preſription I have reafon to think 
ene krom the Gods, and is called by 
the ancients EN. by the Britons 
rom; divine freedom! 'Tis true 1 till 
wear my arm in a fling, but what of 
that? my mind is free! Lam no longer 
ſhackled with thoſe galling fetters, forg- 
ed by paſſion, and an on by ca- 
price. 

Congratulate me, ny dear Seymour, 
on my releaſe; and read the ſcroll that 
has confirmed my liberty. Congratulate 
ne, did I ſay? voy 1 fat _ on pur- 

ng 
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pole to congrätalate wu: and Hehold F 


2} 400 all the enen, 10 myſelf. No 


matter, you will underſtand how it ould 


be, and that between friends will do juſt 
as welk; ; for 1 aſſure you, if my head 
was not full of my '0wn happineſs, it 


would'be of yours; and that is ſaying 


things in as civil a Way, as I can fay 


them at preſent, as in two days. F-ſhall: 


7 at the feet of Lady W, 


„% What ute M the hame | F 
W bien ſoftening me-t6' infant tenderneſs 


e ' Makes my heart f n Re _w_ * 1 
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_— are heroics for. you! now if k þ 
were a poet, what fine things I could 
add on this ſubje&.- Methinks I hear 


you ſay Drummond, will nothing 


make you wiſe d Ves, my dear friend, 
Lady Nee for tis in her power © 


make me any thing. But hold,“ 


you. ſay again, (for you are really — 
troubleſome with your queſtions,) “ will 
it be a proof of her wiſdom to marry 
thee?” Aye, there's the rub indeed; 


but why IOuld I anticipate evils ? This 


was in happy days her own. argument, 


and love to abide by all her opinions. 
| 1 will 
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I will therefore ſeek to know, my fate 
from the. TIE mx now, my fi 
Once I flattered my ſelf, ſhe entertained 
ſome little partiality for me; and tho' 
Hy m 19 6 have been almoſt extinguiſhed, 
one ſpark remains, nothing ſhall 
< left undone on my part to rekindle. it, 
for 'tis in her power. to Sire me bliſs or 
LG Ab 0} 53 
y father ſays to me, Hatry, what 
an n fellow you are; no 
ſooner out of one ſcrape,, than you are 
running poſt haſte into another, and will 
not allow one moment to the enjoy ment 
of your libery.” 1 acknowledge, this trait 
is exactly true, but tis my diſpoſition, 
. I now 0 its 1 Wen 
ne 
I look back on a he dangers I ks 
feed, like an afrighted mariner on 
the rocks which have wrecked his veſſel; 
I cannot believe that my ſenſes were in 
their proper ſtate, or that I % at Paris 
with a fame W that! have uſed in 
En gland. 

All the exouſe can offer from myſelf 
to myſelf is, tat! Roſalia's youth and in- 
nocence were the charms that attached 
me to her. How ſoon is the latter worn 


olf by. the comme!1ce ofthe world; 8 
0 
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of how ſlight a texture were her princt 
ples, if ſo eaſily war ped. To her female 
friends and Captain Hermandorf, I have 
everlaſting obligations; nor am I with- 

out ſome ſlight, degree of gratitude to 
her uncſiarilable confeſſor, but | am very 

happy we are to be no better acquainted. 
Ha perverſe was fortune, that 
would not ſend me this news before poor 
Weſtbury left us, who, occupied ſo 
much with his own diſtreſs, had ſtill a 
ſigh left for me, for he poſſe ſſes univer- 
Gal philanthopy; and tho? unhappy 
now, will, 1 truſt ſoon meet with the 

reward of his merit. I ſhall ſoon ſee my 
ſagacious uncle, who, rather than bave 
his ſon united to a woman of dubious 
birth (tho? of extraordinary accompliſh- 
ments) lets him ſpend his youth. in a fo- 
reign country, when it might be of ſuch 
eſſential ſervice to his own. I ſhall try 
to argue the point with him, as Weſt- 
bury will not be preſent to be burt by 
our wrangling ; but I am not ſanguine, 
and expect no ſucceſs, therefore cannot 
meet with a diſappointment. 

It is poſſible, my dear friend, you 
may behold me ſoon at Wansford. Your 
invitation is very tempting ; and as [I 
think you may by this time be reſtored 
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to your natural ſenſes, and tolerably con- 


verſable upon other ſubj4&s beſides love 
and marriage, (which by the by are 
ſubjects at preſent very near my heart) l 
ſhall come and partake of your hofpita- 
lity, a+ criticiſe your manners and be- 
haviour'in- your new dignity ; your. de- 


{oription of which Jam eager to imitate. 


hope you will have no objection to 


ſay a thouſand kind things for me to 


your Eliza. Tis certainly © leſs dange- 
Tous than if I ſaid them my ſelf, which, 
when | have the pleaſure of ſeeing her, 


T certainly ſhall do, aye, even before 
your Reverence's face; ſo incorrigible 


am I. Tell her I crave, as a proof of 


her friendſhip for me, her intereſt with 
Lady ou to Jour | fay only I "Sema 


ever yours, 
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My wha friend., Nene Drum 


mond, Roſalia fits down to tell you we 


have been both deceived; we have taken 


a phantom for a reality, and have been 
vely near ſuffering a falſe notion of 
honour to rob us of all our future hap- 


pineſs. How fortunate it is that we are 


now reſtored to our ſenſes. Iwill inform 
you exactly and candidly how my reco- 
very was affected. You had not left 
Paris many weeks before I began to exa- 
mine my heart; ſurprized at my own 


gaiety I did not know how it happened 


that in your abſence I ſhould be fo cheer- 
ful, ſo unconcerned, ſo ready to be 
pleaſed, and fo defirous to give plea- 
ſure. Theſe I found were not the ſymp- 
toms of love, as Mademoiſelle Ormond, 
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one of aur nuns deſcribed them, nor 


what I myſelf had imagined. Made- 


moiſelle told me, thoſe who truly love, 7 


are filled with doubts, fears, anxietics, 
and a train of gloomy ideas, that, eſpe- 


Jiaally in the abſence of the beloved ob- 
Ject, give every thing a dark and lifeleſs 


tinge. She is certainly a catuilt, and 


knows theſe matters better than 1 do. 


I find I have deceived myſelf, and 


am going to deceive Monſieur 


Dranimond ; I will write to him, tell 
him my doubis, and aſk his opinion. 4 
This I ſhouid certainly have done direct- 


bh; but I recollected I had better wait 


a little; | was only young and inexpe- 


rienced, and might perhaps be too haſty; 
I could at any rate be ſincere when you 


called upon me for a performance of our 
engagement; and as yet the world and 
its cuſtoms were new to me, and it 
might not be in my nature to feel a 
higher degree of affection for any one 


elſe. The young Abbe D. viſited us 


often; I found he was a philoſopher, 
and determined to. conſult him. | was 


convinced by his arguments. that I. had 


no/-regl love for you; but he wanted 
alſo to convince me, that I was not in- 


* *. but had miſtaken the 
g ob ect; ; 
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object; and that my indifference. in re- 


was he himſelf! But I felt not the leaſt 


inclination to agree with him; and find- 


ing my teacher grown intereſted, I 
no longer expect impartiality of 


could 


1 


reaſoning. I éflew from him to careſs. 


my lap dog; Fidele, (I aſſured him) alone 
kept poſſeſſion of my heart. My female 


friends who. were acquainted with my 
perplexities, prevailed upon me to ſur- 
mount the diſlike (you may remember) 


| had to go into public. Juſt come out 
of a convent I felt like a young and 


and fearful, I enjoyed not the buſtle. of 
the world; they laughed at my ſimpli- 


city, and baniſhed my apprehenſions. 


I joined their gay parties, and ſoon 
began to reliſh with enthuſiaſm the plea» 


ſures ſociety afforded. - — 


As I love ſincerity, I will own to you, 
that while my time was thus occupied, 


my thoughts ſeldom wandered to Eng- 
land. At the Counteſs de Merci's aſſem· 
bly, I met with a young German officer 
in the ſuite of the Ambaſſador. His per- 


ſon had nothing ſtriking, he was not 
Iſome, and the favours of the . 
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he had never courted 33 in (hor 7; Mon- 
feu D. he was the very reverſe of you; | 
for he was grave and- indifferent, tho 
civil to all. 1 took it in my lice thete 
would be ſome honour'in' making a con- 
queſt of one who ſeem=d ſo inſenſible; 
but 1 was a novice in-the art of attraction, 
and Knew not how to ſet about ſo great 
2 2 15 I had ſome little confidence in 
perſon, and my underſtanding, both 
of hs the Abbe D. faid were ſuperior 
to moſt; and as we petrpetually met, 1 
did not deſpair in time of making ſome 
impreſſion. 1 was ſucceſsful; and in a 
month s time led in chains this invincible 
hero, and triumphed over all the beau. 
ties of my acquaintan ce. 
Arrived at the ſummit of W intent 
tion | meant to abandon my conqueſt; 
it was no longer in my power! I now 
experienced every mp deſcribed 
by Mademoiſelle Ormond; and” found, 
that in taking poſſeſſion of his heart, a 
e eee „ ieee 1H! 
How whimſical and capticious are 
our paſſions, and how little are they 
guided by reaſon! I ſaid to Captain 
Flermandorf, what am Ito do about 
Mr. Drammond, and my' engagements 
to him f He proved to me by demon- 
t ſtration, 
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ſtration, that an abſent” lover is very 


little better than a dead one; and that 
as you were in one nation, and Þ in ano- 


ther, the ſame laws could not bind 


both; therefore my vows were null and 


void, and of no further efficacy. Juſt 


in this interim arrived Monſieur Selwyn: 


Imet him at Madam B—s, he told me 
the whole ſtory of the duel, its cauſe, 


and the event of it; I was very forry 
indeed, and lamented much that I had 
not treated you with more confidence, 
as all this might have been prevented. 
It was now too late; vain was it to grieve 


about What could not be remedied, ſo 1 
| aſked Monſieur Selwyn what I had beſt. 
do? acquainting him in the firſt place 
with my preſent ſituation. Pleaſe 


yourſelf, Mademoiſelle, *tis the buſineſs 
of all rational creatures, but ſeldom in 
our power ; therefore ſeize the chappy 
moment.” What an age, thought I, 


this is for, philoſophers; every man TT 


converſe with is fit for a profeſſor; and 
I am glad to find, that ignorant as I 
am, I agree with them in theſe difficult 
and abſtruſe points. Your letter arrived, 


and | almoſt relapſed again. You were 


ſo candid, ſo generous, and fo polite, I 
was almoſt inclined to be your wife, and 


s .J to 
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to tell Hermandorf I had changed my 
mind. I went to confeſſion, and the 
good father aſſuted me I could not be 
happy either in this world or the next, 
with an heretic, as he aſſures me you 
are; and that once removed from him 
and my friends here, I ſhould by your 
arts be tempted to become one too. 
You perceive, my good friend, that ſtern 
fortune is {et agajnſt our union, and we 
muſt not dare attempt to alter her de- 
crees. Next week I have fixed for our 
Beer, 1 pray that the lady who rob- 
bed me of your heart may be propiti- 
ous to your mile, ad: Re our 
19 5 5 i I h eſt 1 $35 ch 
* rents, who cem you. mucg 
more than my ſpouſe elect, ſend: you 
thouſands of compliments: Adieu, Mon- 
ſieur, nga ever abe de ame 
ben 9112 | 1 
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Kis in this 3 of PR: you 


wilt, I make no doubt, my dear Ehza, 


be greatly aſtoniſhed, when 1 tel! yon, | 
that 1 have en, converſe, and ſpent one 


whole evening with Drunmond. | know 


not how I ſhould attempt to convince 
| you of the truth of my aſſertion, when 
can myſelf hardly believe its reality. 


while we were at tea yeſtetday aſternoon, 
the ſervant told my father, there was a 
young gentleman in the library wiſhed 
to ſpeak with him. He immediately 
went, and ſtayed 1 am ſure more than 


half an hour. It is (certainly a new 
lover for you, Juha,” ſaid Selina, and 
Lord St. Clair is ſettling all preliminaries 
before he introducis him.“ Quite as 
probable that it is for yourſelf, my good 
| Nen ſaid }, * my father is 1 el 
ull 
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full as much importuned on one hand as 
the other; and if it ſhould, pray, Selina, 
don't put whe poot youth into deſpair at 
once; you will abtolutely want amule- 
ment in Weſtbury's ablence.” Imme- 
diately as | had finiſhed the laſt word, 
my father entered, and with him Drum- 
bond 4 It is impoflible, my Eliza, to 
give you an idea of my feelings at that 
moment; ſo many various tenſations 
took pofleflion of my breaſt, | knew not 
which to attend to. Drummond looked 
more intereſting than (ever; his eyes 
Iparkled. with pleaſure ; and a fine glow 
of health Her pred lus Whole W r 

Nance. A. * 4 8 Ae 
_ He ddratfed: my 8 and Gens dt in 
an eaſy. genteel manner; and now, 
Lady Jula,“ ſaid he, I am come to 
| Finlay mytelf at your fert a willing cap- 
ve, , earneſtly requeſting ty be once 
more reinſtated in all my former rights 
and privileges; and believe me, you 
will find me more d:cile, more tractable, 
and more at your command than ever.” 
There was ſomething I thought ſo cava- 
Le: in his ſty le. that it really diſconcerted 
me; even me, Eliza, whom you have 
| 9228 om you never ſaw at a loſs for 
Wort rene de at that inſtant I 
| could 


c 3 
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#ould. not oh 4 reply; 3 however it 
very fortunately occurted to me, that 1 
muſt ſay ſomething, and that directly 
and with as much compoſure as I could 
muſter. It is impoſſible, Mr. Drum 
mond, 1 ſaid, that you ſhould ever be 
Treinſtated in what: ;yoagcall your, former: 
rights and privileges I recolledt | when 
I laſt a You. I called: Nou mv 
but Jour departure as o abmipt, and 
without making-one-referve in caſe of 
your xeturny,; that I looked upon the 
place Dk ' Vacant, and have ſince that 
Ale beſtowed it, in the moſt unteſerved 
confidential manner, upon Lord Weſt-⸗ 
Fes wand, I now flatter; myſelf he will 
hold it tal] all earthly friendſhips ſhall be 
vain,” * Happy -Weſtbury,! 15 ſaid he, 
thou. doſt indeed poſſeſs a treaſure. that 
Pfiaces might be vain of; but ſurely, 
my dear. Madam, your heart is large 
engugh to admit of more than one 


| friend at a time; but. it your principles 


de not allow a plurality .in friend ep, 
there is a more tender title which would 
with much more anxiety: aſpize to, and 
BIG) I. fingerely, hope yu have not 
iKcwiſe conſidered as be and be- 
= d It on an ther.“ „ No, there, 
0 bs * thanks 10 Kind fortune am 
eie TY POO 
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petſecthy ſafe; nothing more tender 
than friendſhip would I allow any of 
your treacherous ſex to hope for flom 
me. I believe you to be all alike, faith- 
leis in love; and truſt me, | ſhould have 
2 much more contemptible opinion of 
myſelf than I have at preſent, cHuld 1 
fuſpect my ſelf at any future time of be- 
ing likely to de viate from my ſtriet ptin- 
_Eiples.on that head.“ Why ſurely, my 
dear Lady Julia, you cannot 'mean”— 
excuſe me for interrupting you,” Mr. 
Drummond; - ſaid' my mother, © but 
hefore! Julia and yon get into one of your 
aceuſtomed argumen ss, allow me te en- 
quire by what ſtrange fatality you are 
here at preſent, and why as I preſume 
by your converſation, Nba ec 1 
hoped long before this, 1 might have 
congratulated you on being a hap PPY hu 
band.” “1 have, Lady St. Clair,” ſaid 
he; in a moſt miraculous manner vevo- 
vered my freedom; and like many other 
fooliſh people, you ſee I cannor now be 
Content with the bleſſing I enjoy, but 
wiſh onee more to be held in bondage by 
- your fair daughter, and ſubject to all 
the pans and penalties, commonly called 
Wie world, cap ice and whims, which 
ne can find in her heart to torment me 
. with. 


| old ſong, 
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with. Would you believe it, fo greatly 
does Cupid infatuate his votaries, that 
the firſt uſe I made of my liberty was to 
convey myſelf to Livingſton- Abbey, 
' where I was certain of being again en- 


thralled.” © It is at leaft a conſolation,” 


ſaid my mother, to reflect, that none 
of thoſe dreadful bondages you ſpeak of, 


will do you any harm. I do not think 
it is in the power of any woman, how- 
ever charming, to break your heart; 1 
believe your maxim is taken from that 


Ik de is not kind to me, 135 1 


18 % JV Had ner how fair the wy A 


34 4 


- io 4 « My. Ar Landy: St. Chair“ OY 
Drummond, how much do you mif- 


take my character ; you know not how 
often l have hid an aching heart under 
the ſemhlance of gaiety ; nor how much 


it is in the power of one woman to make 


me feel! But my dear Lady Julia, why 


will you {till preſerve that frigid indif- 


ference? i it is ſo unlike the uſual tenor of 
your conduct, that it ' almoſt petrifies 


me. For en lake, let me once more 
Vol. II. . have 
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have the pleaſure of beholding the laugh. 
ing Lady Julia I left behind“. | 
_* Whilſt my mother and you. nerklt. 
in making love the topic, I muſt ſtill. 
preſerve what you call my frigid indif- 
ference. It is fo foreign both to my 
heart and inclination, that I cannot en- 
dure the ſubject. If you will bring your 
converſation to a level with the capaci- 
ties of the reſt of the company, we will 
all endeavour to bear a part in it.” 
9 Agreed, ” ſaid Drummond, © and I 
will in obedience to your command, for 
the preſent baniſh love from my vocabu- 
| lary; tho' it has uncontrolled Feten 
of my heart. | 
<< You have been at Wansford lately, 
Lady Julia; you went prepared to ad- 
mire my friend Seymour; I doubt not 
he anſwered all the expectations you had 
formed of him.” Indeed he did,“ ſaid 
I, * nay, he exceeded them; it is impoſ- 
ſible for words to do Juſtice to the merits 
of Mr. Seymour, he is 54 beſt young 
man I ever met with.“ Take care, 
Lady Julia, ſaid he, you do not for- 
get that Seymour, is one of the faithleſs 
ſex you ha ve juſt been ſpeaking of. But 
1 beg your pardon, I will not Teak my 
agreement 
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agreement with you. Lord Malbourne 
too I believe was there at the ſame time; 


What is your opinion of him?” fixing 


his expreſhve eyes full in my face as he 
ſpoke. I think him,” ſaid I, © juſt 


ſuch a man as Mr. Seymour was likely 
to chooſe for a friend.” Upon my 
word,” ſaid he, Lord Malbourne is in- 


finitely obliged to you; after what you 
have ſaid you could not have paid him a 
higher compliment.” I really do not 
think this at all fair, Mr. Drummond,” 


ſaid Selina, you ſhould not catechize | 


Julia fo cloſely for her opinion of all your 
friends ; their intimacy with you muſt 


make it unpleaſant for her to paſs her 


ſentiments upon them.“ Thank you, 
Selina,” ſaid I, © that was my idea of 


the caſe exactly; but 1 thought as I had 


objected to the firſt ſubject, if I refuſed 


to anſwer the queſtions that were aſk- 


ed me on the ſecond, they might think 
it was impoſſible to pleaſe me.” I ear- 
neſtly intreat forgiveneſs, fair-ladies,“ 
ſaid Drummond, © if I have erred, bind 


me to what reſtrictions you think proper, 


I am willing to ſubmit.” That will ne⸗ 
ver do, Drummond,” » ſaid my father. 
< You-: are too ſubmiſſive, exert alittle 
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ſpirit, or the girls will tyrannize ſo there 
Will be no bearing them.” We then con- 
_ verſed in an eaſy manner, on common 
ſubjects, till eleven o'clock, when the 
ſervant came to inform him that Lord 
Mordington's patience was exhauſted, 
and that Mr. Drummond muſt return 
| home. I declare,” ſaid he, © Thad for- 
gotten till this moment, I was the gueſt 
of my agreeable uncle, or I don't think 
E durſt have riſked his diſpleaſure ſo far 
as to have ſtaid to this time. Will you 
ride in the morning, Lady Julia?“ No, 
Sir.“ Tou will walk 9 “No, I 
ſhall not be out at all.” .< I ſhall pro- 
- bably meet with you in the muſic- 
room.” I believe not; I ſhall be particu- 
larly engaged all the morning.” He 
bowed. “ You will dine with us then, 
Mr. Drummond,” faid my father. 
„ With pleaſure, 'my Lord.” He then 
took his leave. _. . 
Now, to me, Eliza, all this is inex- 
plicable. What he can mean by this 
vilit, I cannot find out; and what my 
father can propoſe is ſill more ſtrange. 
1 have not yet forgotten the paſhon he 
was in when Lord Mording ton ſaid I 
had a e for Harry Drummond. 
Adieu, 


— 
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Adieu, my dear Friend, I am anxious 
to hear from you; tho' you are a matron, 


you mult {till remember us poor ſpin- 
ſters, among which number I verily be- 
lieve you will always rank your affecti- 


- 


onate friend, | 
Julia Harcourt. 
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LETTER IX. 


Henry Drummond, Eſq. to the Rev. Za. 
BY oo Oh ward Seymour. 


 Weftbury-Lodge, Auguſt 3. 


I Flatter myfelf, dear Seymour, that 
my laſt letter would in ſome degree an- 
 twer yours which it paſſed upon the 
road; as by that you would learn my in- 
tentions, and Lord Malbourne would 
find I had not given up all hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding with Lady Julia. I muſt con- 
feſs I do not reliſh the idea of a rival in 
her affections, and now and then am fo 
ſelfiſh as to wiſh that Malbourne and ſhe 
had never met. As to himſelf he is en- 
dowed with ſuch a ſhare of good ſenſe, 
that J hope his diſappointment will do 
him no harm; but if he is in any danger, 
he need only call to his aid that philoſo- 
phy he ſo much boaſts of on other occa- 
ſions, and which he ſeems by ſome ma- 


gical arts to have purloined from * 
b 85 = 
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ok his friends, and' added their flock to 


his own: 
Il fincerely wiſh him happy: with ſome 
deſerving woman as like Lady Julia as 
Poſſible, but not herſelf. I muſt now in- 
form you that the day before yeſterday 


I arrived at the- Abbey. I did not 


make my appearance to the ladies till I 
had firſt got the ſanction of Lord St. 
Clair, to whom I made full confeſſion of 
the reaſons of my paſt and preſent con- 
duct; and ended with requeſting his 
leave to offer my hand to Lady Julia, 
and to preſent him with a charze blanche 


from my father, on which he begged 
him to name his own terms. His recep- 


tion of me was candid and open; he aſ- 
| fured me no alliance could be more pleaſ- 
ing to himſelf; but as to his daughter; 

ſhe muſt follow her own inclinations,. 


which he was determined never to bias; 


and therefore, Mr. Drummond,” he 
ſaid, you have my free leave to gain 
her heart if you can; 'tis worth the trial, 

believe me. About terms I am ſure 
we ſhall have no difference of Nen 
and ſo “ allous. 


We repaired to the drewiing room, 


e he introduced me to the trio, 
who were at work in the bow window. 8 
F 4 I muſt 
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I muſt confeſs my vanity was a little fat- 
tered by the embarraſſment my pre- 
| ſence occaſioned to Lady Julia; but ſhe 
ſoon recovered, and rallied as uſual ; till 
with as much gaiety as I could aſſume, 1 
8 myſelf again her captive, and 
for ever at her own diſpoſal. She diſ- 
claimed all power over me, and: would 
Join in no converſation that made love 
its theme ; upon other topics ſhe was 
lively, ſenſible, and charming, as ever. 
I And I muſt not make to her a feri- 
ous propoſal till I-have reinftated myſelf 
again in her good opinion and friendſhip; 
the latter of which ſhe fays is now unre- 

ſervedly beſtowed on Dd Weſtbury ; 
that ſhe has not a corner of her heart left 
for any one elſe. I ſhould be moſt miſerable 
if I could think this really the caſe ; but 
I muſt allow a little time to wear away 
the offence her pride has received from 
my paſt behaviour, I ſtaid ſupper, and 
returned here to reft, if you pleaſe, but 
not to ſleep. Ho many different ſen- 
Nations agitate my heart! and 4 hope 
and fears alternate riſe,” each as in turn 
: predominate. Lord St. Clair aſked me 
to dine the next day, to make amends 
for the apparent indifference of his fair 
en, who wound neither walk, ride, 
| - nor 


TN 
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nor do any thing at my requeſt. Some 
times I am half alarmed at her coldneſs, 


but having a friend in her father is a 
7 mou conſolation ; as from that circum- 


ance I have a power of ſeeing her every 


day, and | believe I ſhall not appear at 
Wansford very ſoon while F retain that 
indulgence. 
T went early in hopes of meeting La- 
dy * in the muſic- room, notwith- 
ſtanding her affirmation of having buſi- 
neſs all the morning. But the birds 
were all flown. Upon the table lay 
the port feule in which were her beau- 
tiful drawings. She had been at work 
upon a Cupid in the act of drawing 
his bow; it was not quite finiſhed, 
and the pencils and the pallet laid ready. 
I could not reſiſt the temptation I felt to 


complete the figure, and to add under 
1 e lines; 


“ Cupid aim thy pointed FRE 

At Julia's cold and flinty heart; 
% And bid her ſnowy boſom prove, 
The * I feel from hopeleſs love. 


i 


I put the paper anger: ſome 1 the 


others, with the blank ſide uppermoſt, 
ä 4 "Wk: 
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that but herſelf might ſee what I wrote. 
Sir Horace Winn came unexpectedly to 
dinner, and we were all aſſembled ſome 
time before Lady Julia made her ap- 
pearance. She expreſſed delight at 
ſeeing Sir Horace who had been abſent 
with his family from the neighbourhood 
many months, and paid me ſlight civi- 
lities. She was drefled, if you will allow 
the expreſſion, with the moſt ſtudied ne- 
gligence; but I never ſaw her look fo 
well, or any thing ſo ſimply elegant as 
her whole ſigure. 

The converſation became general and 
ſprightly. Sir Horace, who is an ama- 
teur in deſign, admired ſeveral of Lady 
Julia's drawings, which were hung about 


the room, and afked if ſhe ſtill continu- 
ed that amuſement? * Oh, yes, cloſer 
than ever; and I really ws dh to think! 
Improve. ll ſhew you one I am about; 


tis not yet quite finiſhed, but you ſhall 
give me your opinion of it, as it is part- 
ly from fancy, and a firſt attempt.“ 
You will imagine I felt a little awkward 
on this occaſion, and withdrew to a win- 


dow where Selina was at work. ITenter- 


ed into chat with her, but kept my eye 


on the reſt of the company. She turned 
over ſome papers, and without caſting 
1 . : : her 
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her eye on the fide of the paper on which 
the drawing was, gave it to Sir Horace. 
He looked at it ſteadily for ſome mo- 
ments, and then ſaid, imiling, poor 
gentleman! really, Lady Julia, I did 
not think you had been fo. cruel ! 
© What. do you mean, Sir. Horace? 
hat is it ſo entertains you? I fear. you 
think it a wretched performance 
Quite the reverſe, Madam, I. think 
it cxquiſite; and I applaud: the artiſt 
who has added the accompaniment, 
and has put ſohigh a finiſh to it.” Tis 
not finiſhed, indeed, Sir, I left it an hour 
ago, it wanted a great deal of being 
completed. That. may be, but now 
there does not want a ſtroke, no, not 
even the pop to an i; here are even the 
initials of the name, which perhaps was 
needleſs; but really I wiſh to. know- the 
whole name of the ingenious youth, for 
_ Tadmire his gallantiy amazingly ' Lord 
and Lady St. Clair looked, and Julia, 
quite impatient, cried, « what do you mean, 
Sir Horace ? Lin{itt upon knowing this 
excellent joke; and getting up, looked 
over the drawing as he held. it in his 
hand. Now, fair enflaver, is it not 
entirely finiſted? and won't you take 


my word another time ?” I. was really 
hurt 


_ 
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hurt for the confuſion I had unintention- 
-ally- been the occaſion of ; and did not 


dare to raiſe my eyes to Lady Julia's. 
With a nar of mind all her own, 


ſhe in a 


oment recovered her perplexi- 


ty, and called out, ah, Selina, this is 


ſome of yours; how could you be fo 
-ernct?** | Mine, my dear, I proteſt I 


have not ſeen Cupid this morning.“ No, 


Ell be ſworn Miſs Courtney has had no 


hand in it, tis too maſculine for hers ; 
and if ſhe had, the initials belong to 
ſomebody whoſe misfortunes ſhe is ac- 
quainted with, and whoſe character ſhe 


has ſupported with great truth. Let me 
look at it,” ſaid Lady St. Clair. No, in- 


deed, tis ſuch a ſhocking daub it ſhall ne- 


vet ſce the lightagain.” « Had you not bet- 
ter burn it then?“ added Lady St. Clair, 
with a very fly look. © No, I ſhall cut 


out the drawing, and paſte it upon 


another paper, as it may ſerve for a' de- 


___ «*frgn upon which I think I can improve.” 


Let me adviſe you,“ ſaid Sir Horace, 
when you copy it, to make the young 

e return the dart into its quiver; 

his preſent attitude he is a dange- 

rous object; do not you think ſo?” “J 
8 had no reaſon to think ſo before.” 


1 + Then you feel there is reafoly now ?” 
* «© No 
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No no, in ſhort you really do peſter 
and teaze me ſo I do not know a word I 
ſay.” She rang the bell, a ſervant came. 
Do tell the gardener to gather me a 
noſegay: » «and tell him,“ ſaid her per- 
ſecutor, “ if there any roſes, to be ſure to 


cut off the thorns.” He ſhut the door. 
« Oddia t he is gone too far, or I would 


have defired him to bring a little love lies 
4 bleeding, for Mr. Drummond.” © This 
ſtroke completed our embarraſſment, 


for mine was quite as great as her Lady- 
ſhip's. I find,” ſaid ſhe, I muſt 


treat you, Sir Horace, as 1 do Lord 


Mordington; and when I can't ſilence 


him by other means, Je "my to the 


Piano.“ 


Sir Horace is an vinizwidh genius, arid 


daſhes at every thing; is equally as fond 
of muſic as of its filter art. He followed 
her, and opened for her the muſic book 
that laid on the deſk : it was Jackſon's 
Canzonets. See there, fair lady, how 
1mpoihble it is for you to change the 
ſubject; the ſame inviſible hand who 
finiſhed Cupid, has taught your book to 


open at © Love in thine eyes for ever 


| plays.” Can any thing be more apropos 


to his ſituation? But do ſing it, Lady 


| Julia, for I admire it much, and Mr. 


Prummond 
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Drummond I know ſings -the:/econd?” 
t never wasa favourite of mine, laid 
ſhe; © 1 like the next better, and vou will 
Join with me in that?“ I. would, 
but really we ſhould not ſing in tune; 
an old voice and a young one make no 
harmony.“ | 
The ſervant who: Anu dinner 
could alone put a ſtop to Sir Horace's 
jokes, which were become really painful; 
and I ſaw in Lady Julia's eyes tears of 
vexation. How did they reproach me 
for my folly ! at table Julia often ad- 
dreſſed her converſation to me, and talk- 
ed on ttifling matters that had paſſed at 
our former meetings; but l ſaw too plain- 
ly her civility was a force on her inclina- 
tions, and | longed moſt impatiently for 
Sir Horace's departure, that I. might 
have a chance of making my peace. It 
was near eight before he took leave, 
when, turning te Lady St. Clair, he ſaid 
1 forgot to tell- you that my dame ſent 
me on pus paſe to alk you to a little muſic 
to- morrow; we have alſo got a party of 
un g folks who love dancing, and they 
pe, with the addition of your two 
3 24 to make up a hop. What ſay 
Fou, aye or no?“ „Oh, we will come, 
4 may depend on it; a dance is a e 
| that 
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that we love in our hearts.” And you 
(looking at me) H. D. will have no ob- 
jection to join this party. Your leg is 
not hampered, tho* your arm is; and 
you can dance tho' you cannot play? 
Do not fear, we will get you a partner, 
tho' he ſhould be cruel,” winking at me. 
1 bowed a very hearty aſſent. * Come,” 
_ ſaid he, Lady Julia ſhake hands, and 
let us part friends; I won't ſay a word 
about Cupid.” She gave him her hand 
with the utmoſt good humour. 
Lord St. Clair attended him down 
ſtairs; Lady St. Clair withdrew; and 
the two young ladies and myſelf went to 
the window to admire Sir Horace's equi- 
page. Selina ſtole off, and before Lady 
ulia was aware we were tete-a-tete. 
he moment was not to be loſt! and I 
made all the uſe of it I could, but ſtill 
ſhe was inflexible, neither ſerious rea- 
ſoning, nor raillery, has yet gained me 
her pardon ; ſtill I am fanguine for 
love will hope, where reaſon would 
deſpair.” I did not ſtay ſupper, but 
thought it right to pay a little attention 
to my uncle, with whom I am on won 
derful good terms; and I have almoſt 
gained his conſent to write to my couſin 
to return on his own terms; the poor old 


man 
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man is miſerable without him, but has 
1 that unaccountable obſtinacy in his diſ- 

5 15 that it almoſt breaks his heart 
to make the firſt advances. Adieu, I 
aðm going to meet all my foul holds 
dear. This letter is long enough for a 
ſermon, but read as far only as you 

— and make allowances for the 
loquacity of a lover, who is ever your 

| fincere friend, 


— 


=D. 


L E T- 
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LETTER LX. 
Lady Julia Harcourt to Mrs. Seymour. 
e Auguſt 5. 


1 give you a more ſincere ada 
of the real friendſhip I have for you, m 
Eliza, than by acquainting you wit 
my ſentiments of Drummond's words 
and actions. His conduct is exactly the 
ſame it was before his departure ; he is 
lively. and agreeable to every one z and 
at the ſame time behaves with a particu- 
lar attention to myſelf. I cannot ſay 
that is exactly the caſe with my own be- 
haviour; I have endeavoured: to appear 
eaſy and indifferent, but I fear it has been 
only an endeavour. I have many times 


detected myſelf of being cold and em- 


barraſſed, when I wiſhed: to be quite 


the contrary ; but I find the keen edge 


of what 1 ſuffered a little while ago is 


not yet ſo entirely worn off, as to make 


me on any account riſk a ſecond "Ve | 
"ge | S 


- We were at a concert and ball at Sir 
Horace Winn's laſt night, who is return- 


ed once more to ſettle in this neighbour- 


hood, and has taken it very much into 
his head ro torment me about Drum- 
mond, from two. or three circumſtances 
which could not paſs him unnoticed. 
The muſic was extremely fine: It was 


indeed harmony ! When it drew near a 


concluſion, Sir Horace came to me, I 


was very near propoſing to change part- 
ners every two dances, but happening 


to caſt my eye upon you, it ſtruck me 
how great a mortification that would be 
to you; for I am certain it would not be 


agreeable ſo ſoon to be deprived of your 
firſt partner.“ From this prelude, Sir 


Horace, I begin to flatter myſelf, that 
you intend to do me the honour of aſk> 
ing me yourſelf to dance, as I do not 
know any one elſe in this room whoſe 


hand I ſhould be fo anxious to retain.” 


Ah! you diſſembler;” ſaid he, © how 
can you, with that grave face, utter 


uch a falſehood ? the initials of my name 
ate not H. D. my pretty Lady Julia, 


vou forget hat; but F will inſtantly 


bring the more dae et, 7 gs and 
you ſhall begin the ball; 
I think I never ſaw a couple ſo well ſuit- 


or in my life 


ed.” 
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ed.“ Off he was poſting, but I caught 
hold of him, * for pity's fake, ſtop, Sir 
Horace, I will not, on any account, 
dance with Mr. Drummond ; and if you 
are ſo ungallant as to decline the chal- 
| lenge I gave you, | intreat you will 
leave me to my fate.“ You cannot 
ſurely be in earneſt ; I am convinced you 
have not ſo much cruelty in your nature 
as to doom ſo accompliſhed a ſwain to 
deſpair ; but if for any private reaſon you 
would rather decline dancing with Mr. 
Drummond at preſent, Iwill not reſign 
your hand to any in the room; and 
therefore, gentlemen,“ (ſtanding up and 
raiſing his voice) © I beg you will all pro- 
vide yourſelves with partners as quick as 
you can, for I am to have the ſupreme 
felicity of dancing with Lady Julia Har- 
court.” 8 | | 3 
He immediately handed me into the 
dancing room. We ſpent a very agree- 
able evening; Sir Horace has a fund 
of cheerfulneſs and good humour that 
gives him the power of making all his 
friends about him happy; and his being 
a married man, and not very young, 
makes one take the liberty of ſaying a 
thouſand ſprightly things in return, 
which are ſure to be well taken. 
. e I avoided 
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I avoided Drummond as much as I 
poſſibly could, conſiſtent with any de- 
gre ree of politeneſs, the whole evening, 

t laſt happening to fit careleſsly 
down at ſome diſtance from the reſt of 
the company, he came and ſeated him- 


me. Tell me, Lady Julia, 


for . ſake tell me, in what I 
have been fo unfortunate as to incur 


your diſpleaſure; is there no atone- | 
ment can be made for any part of my 


paſt conduct, that may have offended 
you? with pleaſure would I facrifice 


my life to procure you happineſs ; but 


the mortifying negle& you at preſent 
treat me with, wounds my very 
foul.” 4 am not conſcious, Mr. 
Drummond, of having ever treated you 


with neglect; I ſhould wiſh my behavi- 
our to be equally attentive and polite to 


all my acquaintance ; and if any of my 
Actions have been fo doubtful as to give 


you cauſe to miſconſtrue them, I intreat 
you will have the goodneſs to think it 
was not intentional, and I will endea- 
vour to correct them. And, can you 


| Pe _ PRO Jules that a polite 
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attention is a return ſufficient for a heart 
that doats upon you with what warmth _ 
of affection that mine does! Will you 
not give me ſome hopes, that time, and 
my unceaſing aſliduities to pleaſe you, 
willat laſt ſoften the rigour of your pre- 
ſent treatment? © Mr. Drummond, 
I will be ingenuous with you; there was 
a time perhaps, when I felt for you the 
molt lively friendſhip; I will not deceive 
you, more than friendſhip 8 have 
followed; but that time is paſt and can 
never more return! your behaviour to 
me was ſuch as I can never forget; you 
profeſſed a friendſhip for me, and at the 
ſame time behaved with a reſerve that 
would, in my opinion, have been un- 
pardonable in a common acquaintance. 
You had, I make no doubt your rea/ons 
for it; and we muſt all ſtand or fall by 
the rectitude of our own hearts. I ſhould. 
not perhaps have been ſo explicit at 
preſent, had I not wiſhed the ſubject to 
be dropped for ever. I am inclined to 
think my ſentiments are ſuch, as it is not 
in the power of time, or any circum- 
ſtance to alter; and tho” I ſhall always be 
happy to meet Mr. Drummond as an 
agreeable 


and I will take care of this cruel fair 
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agreeable acquaintance, yet I muſt ſeri- 


ouſly requeſt, that love and friendſhip 


be for ever baniſhed from our conver- 


ſation.” _ 8 
Cruel Lady Julia! you know not 
how deep you have planted a dagger in 
my breaſt by your words. How painful, 


to give a glimpſe of happineſs, and then 


baniſh it frm my view for for ever. Will 
you tell me I had once a chance of poſ- 
ſeſſing all my ſoul holds dear, and then 
ſay that hope is loſt for ever by my own 
folly and ill-condutt? Relent! for 
mercy's fake, relent alittle of your ſe- 
verity ! It was ſhame alone that prevent- 


ed my making you the confident of my 
engagement abroad; the firſt moment 


I beheld you, I ſaw the folly of promiſ- 
ing my hand where [ could never give 


my heart!” At this moment we were 


joined by Sir Horace. Ha! Monſieur 
Drummond in a ſupplicating tone ! It 
won't do; take my advice for once, the 
young lady is not diſpoſed to be Kind to 


you this evening; a word ſpoken out of 
* - ſeaſon may do your cauſe more harm 


than good; go, and ſeek your partner, 


On 
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one for the preſent. » « You muſt take 


am partner too then, Sir Horace,” ſaid 
Drummond, for this lady has abſolute- 
ly rendered me unfit for dancing this 
evening.” 

e Poor fellow! Lady Julia; how can 
you be ſo unrelenting! you have, I de- 
clare, quite transformed this lively youth 
into a perfect Don Diſmallo; but now I 
look at you, I do not think you are in 
much higher {ſpirits yourſelf. I begin to 
think I have interrupted you at a moſt 
unſeaſonable juncture; I believe it will be 
beſt to leave you to make up your quar- 
rel again, and go and dance with Miſs 
Courtney, ſhe was your PRONE I think, 
Mr. Drummond ?” 

Off he went, and left us in the moſt 
awkward ſituation that it was poſſible for 
two people to be in. Drummond ſeem- 
ed quite unable to ſpeak ; and you will 
believe Eliza, I was not in a condition 
to help him out. I fat ſome time to re- 


cover myſelf a little, and then roſe, he 


attempted to ſeize my hand, but I left 
him haſtily, and went to the card room. 
We ſoon after took our leave without 
ſeeing him again. 


DP 


He 


120 WREATH or PRIENDSHIP. | 


He has not been here this morning; 
I rather ſuſpect he is gone to Wanſ- 
ford. Wien 5. ou know more of him 
you will find i m a great addition. to 
your ſociety. He is an agreeable. man, 
and deſerves to be happy / but it mult 
never be with Four 


WEED 16: - Toll n Julia Harcourt. 
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Mrs. Seymour to Lady Julia Harcourt. 


Wansford-Houſe, Auguſt a. 


ON Friday, my friend, 1 promiſe 


myſelf the pleaſure of introducing my 


caro ſpoſo to my dear Lord and Lady 


St. Clair; and my fond heart tells me 1 

ſhall meet with their fall approbation of 

my choice. 155 
J flatter myſelf, my dear Selina will 


not retract the promiſe ſhe made of re- 


turning home with me; pray remind her 


of it, and tell her I will not excuſe: her. 
Ithink, Julia, I muſt bring with me ſome 
of thoſe inſtructive letters I have been fa- 


voured with from you, on the ſubject of 
matrimony. You ſee they have made. 
a convert of me; perhaps the peruſal of 
them might ſoften your own heart to- 
wards. poor Drummond. I perfectly 
agree with you in regard to his former 
behaviour, it was extremely reprehenſi- 

Wer. II. G „ 
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15 ble. But, ſhall we not receive a 


tent, en we are convinced that * 


cContrition is ſincere d recollect your ow]n 


favourite ſpeech from Shakeſpeare on 


Mercy, lt is twice bleſſed; it bleſſeth 
him that gives, and him that receives.“ 


And in this caſe if I am not greatly miſ- 


taken, the bleſſing would be mutual. 


Forgive me, Julia, but I am ſure you 


put a violence on your own feelings, 
when you give Drummond pain. I am 

Called away. Mr. Seymour wiſhes me 

to walk with him. Adieu, till my re- 


turn. 3 


We have had &r -moſt delightful "RY 


We went thro' the wood, and paſſed thoſe 
cottages on the other ſide of it. As we 


were ſauntering along coma the 
cool breezes and the melody © 
feathered ſongſters, a woman came haſti- 


the 


ly out of one of the houſes, and begged 


Mr. Seymour to go for five minutes to 
ſpeak to her huſband, as he was much 
better, and wiſhed to ſee him. Sey- 
mour turned to me, and ſaid, if you 
will excuſe me, my Eliza, I will ee. 
him immediately.“ 1 readily aſſented. 


As ſoon as he came near the door, four 


little children came running to him with 


every mark of affection and gratitude; 


he | 
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he ſpoke to them all with inexpreſſible 
kindneſs and then went to their father. 
The poor woman's eyes were filled with 
tears; I aſked her how her children (as L 
preſumed thoſe were) came to be ſo well 
acquainted with Mr. Seymour? Oh, 
Madam!“ exclaimed ſhe, there is not 
a perſon on earth to whom they are ſo 
much obliged. We have only lived here 
about three months; my huſband came 
to work with a farmer i in this neighbour- 
hood, but ſoon after we were ſettled in 
our houſe he was taken ill; and both he, 
myſelf, and thoſe four helpleſs infants 
muſt have been ſtarved, but for the kind- 
nels and charity of Mr. Seymour and we 
are under ſtill greater obligations to him, 
for giving my huſband a proper idea of 
wien As he is now a good man I 
may venture to ſay what he once was. 
Indeed you can have no notion how very 
wicked Ie was at the time he was taken 
ill; a worſe huſband, or worſe father, 
never poor woman and helpleſs innocents 
had. Now he is all kindneſs to me, and 
affection to his children. This bleſſed 
reformation” did Mr. Seymour make! 
Judge then, Madam, if we have not 
reaſon to be grateful. Heaven I hope 
ee his piety.” „ 
. „„ 


— 
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The poor woman's tears flowed ſo 
faſt ſhe could proceed no further. Sey- 
mour returned juſt as ſhe had done 

ſpeaking. He obſer ved the ſtarting tear 
in my eye, and preſſed my hand with 
a ſmile that would have adorned an 
angels face. 

Tuou, Julia, can n no idea of the- 
rapture which in that moment glowed in 

my boſom. The fond delight with 

 _ _ which I viewed my Seymour, AG the 

4 real gratitude I felt to heaven for plac- 

ing me in a ſtate of happineſs which few 

enjoy! I would not have given up the 


kw bliſs I felt the remainder of our walk, 
for the wealth of worlds. 

But I ſhall tire you with a ſubject 
Ul kbich perhaps at preſent may not be 
aan agreeable theme; but when you are 
|  _ married, you will find how muck more 
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Yo U aſk me, my dear. Mother, aha 
ſucceſs have in my ut? The queſtion 
is ſoon anſwered. Laſt night I received 
from Lady Julia a Poſutve reſuſal; and 
yet, tho? kurt, I am not quite diſpirited. 
At the-ſame time my fair enſlaver 
diſmiſſed me for ever as a lover; ſhe 
told me, that once hex heart Was in- 
clined to think favourably of me. Now 
tell me, my dear: Lady D, (you who 
know your own ſex ſo well, and have ſo 
attentively ſtudied the human heart) ik 
this very ſentence does not authorize me 
to cheriſn a flattering, tho* perhaps a 
diſtant hope. I am inclined to believe, 
Julia has no other prepoſſeſſion, and ou 
that expectation my heart exults ; but 
fill] have a thouſand fears inſeparable 
from real affection. At the ſame time 
ige 29 4+ © " 
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that I feel her ſeverity, I cannot but a 


mend her reſolution. 
J did not go to the Abbey this mor n- 


ing as uſual; I was buſy writing a long 


letter to Weſtbury, partly at my uncle's 
deſire to recall him. Poor old man! he 


can no longer ſupport my couſin's ab- 
ſence, or his own reſentment; and [ 
have painted Selina's character in colours 


'fo amiable and attractive, that he no 


longer obje&s to their union ; and [ 
have any [or een or Eng howe- 


r this 8 But I could not "bes 
ſiſt the ' pleaſure of giving eaſe to the 


| heart of Miſs Courtney. I therefore left 
my uncle at his coffee, and took my 


Journey on foot. I met the fair friends 
at the end of the Park; they turned 


about with me, and we proceeded to 
the houſe, Lady Julia's reception of me 
was coldneſs itſelf. J I make no doubt, 


Jooked very fooliſn; a "cofortable fitua- 
tion] 1 ſaid I perceived I was an unwel- 
come intruder on their ſolitude, but J 


{ mm —__ the 9 I brought 
EEE” would 
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would for once enſure me a friendly re- 


ception. © It deſerves a high reward, 
but I am reaſonable, and aſk only a 


ſmile. I am ſure of receiving it from 


you, Selina; and flatter myſelf even Lady 


Julia will deign to look on me with great- 
er kindneſs, tho' I ſhall have more rea- 
ſon to aſcribe it to her friendſhip. for you 
than to any merit of my own.” After 
this formal introduction, I related the 
ſubſtance of my preſent embaſly. Poor 
Selina ſmiled thre' her tears; the amia- 
ble and affectionate Julia very heartily: 
ſympathized with her friend; for her 


heart is open to every impreſſion but 


Miſs Courtney thanked me for the 
news, and added ſhe believed it was to 


me alone they were | indebted. for this 


wonderful change in my uncle. How 
will this act of triendſhip for ever enſure 
you our gratitude and affection.” The 

r girl was overcome with the agree- 


able intelligence, and very readily ac- 
cepted my arm the reſt of the walk; 1 
durſt not offer the other to Julia, tho“ 

I believe it would not at that moment 
have been rejected. The hurry of all 
our ſpirits being a little abated, I aſked 


if Lord St. Clair was at homie ? as I wiſh- 
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cad to ſee him to return him thanks for 
the handſome manner in which he had 


behaved to me, and for that candour and 
generoſity which my cruel fate allowed 


me not to profit by; to ſome happier 


man I muſt leave that bliſs I had the 


temerity to aim at, not conſidering that 
the eagle alone can gaze on the ſun with 


impunity. Forgive me, Lady Julia, 


if in the laſt hour I ſhall ſpend with you, 


I cannot help touching a little on the old 


ſubject. To-morrow | leave the lodge, 
and this fair field, tomy happy rival; 
nothing remains for me now but to in- : 


form him I am no longer an obſtacle to 
his wiſhes.” © To whom do you mean to 
give this information, Mr. Drummond ?” 


: To Lord Malbourne, Madam; can I 
do leſs, after the honourable manner in 


which he withdrew his addreſſes on my 


account??! 


pon my word, I do not ad 
theſe points of etiquette between you, 
gentlemen; all I know is, that it will 


de extremely diſagreeable to me.” 
What then would you have me do, 


Lady Julia?“ Follow your own 


Ms 9 ſubjects of this nature be- 


come ſoon enough the topics of public 


_ converſation.” *©* That may be the caſe, 


5 Madam, but 1 am ſure you would de- 


9 wm 


eee, anold friend!?“ 


„Nou leave this i to- 
morrow, Mr. Drummond : do y mean 
td go to Wansford? Nd, Madam, 


ſnall go home.“ Could not the pre- 
ſence of two friends tempt you to alter 


your reſolution for a feu days? Mr. and 


Mrs. Sey mour are to be with us on 


Friday; and I think they would de 


——— to find you gone the 
y before they came. Theſe are 


e powerful temptations; if [could 


flatter myſelf my ſtay would be pleaſant 


o all parties, I ſhould gladly yield to it.” 


* will be ſo, if you will ceaſe to con- 


verſe on the only ſubject that can make 
it otherwiſe.” *© That ſubject, and its 


author, will I hope offend no more; but 
perhaps, Lady Julia, we might be friends, 
tho' you ſay we can be nothing oe 
Come, come, Julia, ſaid the Ms 


Selina, © do not refuſe him that 
boon on ſuch a night as this. My foul 
is all peace, let yours be ſo too. He 


deſerves that / ſhould entreat for him; 
and you do not often refuſe my requens * 


Julia gave me a trembling hand! her 
es were filled with tears! e a mo- 
ment was that! and how eager was my 


G 8 heart 
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| heart to pour forth all its tenderneſs ; 
but I wait for one ſtill more propitious. 
My dear mother, what will you ſay 

to all this ſcene, intereſting alone to 

the actors in it? but to you only do I de- 

-{cribe ſuch, and only now to give you an 
idea of our preſent ſituation. Write to | 

me immediately, and give me your ad- 

vice and opinion; tell me alſo that your- 

elf and my father are well, and think 

of me; no intelligence can be more 


pleaſing to your maſt affectionate 
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. Mrs. Seymour to Lady Julia Harcourt. 
2 V. ansford-Houſe, Auguft 12, Ten at Night. 


I HOLD a promiſe ſacred at all times, 

but more particularly ſo when given to 
a friend we love and eſteem. I am de- 
termined not to ſleep till I have per- 
formed that I made you at parting, 
of giving you the earlieſt intelligence 
of our ſafe arrival at home. We had 
as agreeable a journey as it was poſſible, 
when our hearts told us every ſtep we 
took made the diſtance greater from 
you! However, Selina performed it very 
well, and I have great hopes that the 
change of place, and the variety ſhe 
may meet with, added to the pleaſing 
intelligence ſhe had received from Mr. 
Drummond, will reſtore both her 
health and ſpirits. I will not fay with 


_ how much regret we left Livingſton and 
| 5 1 its 
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15 4 its dear inhabitants, but will leave that for 
pour lively imagination to paint. The 


| Poſt goes out early to-morrow morn- 
i ing, and the late hour we arrived at 
home this evening, muſt be my apolo- 
for ſo ſhort a letter; a fault not often 
committed by your «© © 
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Wansfard-Hauſe, Auguſt 15. ö 


Jam ſorry, my beloved friend, to 
be under the diſagreeable neceſlity of 
giving you pain, But as Selina and 
myſelf fat working this morning, the 
newſpaper was brought us; ſhe took it 

to read to me, and caſting her eye 
over it, inſtantly fainted. I flew: to her 
aſſiſtance time enough to prevent any 
bad conſequences from her fall. Sey- 
mour heard me ſcream, and fortunately 
came to our relief, I flattered myſelf 
it was the heat of the room that had 
been too much for her; but our alarm 
was great indeed when we found the 
moment her ſenſes: ſeemed. returning, 
ſhe again fainted. In this ſtate ſnne con- 
tinued near an hour. We ſent immedj- 
ately for a ſurgeon, but before he arriv- 
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ed a flood of tears had relieved her burſt- 
ing heart. 
As ſoon as ſhe could kale Mr. Sey- 
mour conjured her to tel] what had 15 
greatly agitated her; with ſome diffi · 
culty, ſhe cried“ Weſtbury is dead,“ 


and again fainted. We put her to bed, 


* 


and the ſurgeon took a little blood from 
her, and ſhe ſeems now much more 
compoſed. | 

She has juſt told me that the ſhip in 


which Lord Weſtbury embarked, is 
loſt, and all the crew. She upbraids 


[herſelf ſeverely for being the cauſe of 
this misfortune; and in the moſt melt- 
ing language grieves for his diſtreſſed | 
Parent. Her agonies are far beyond my 


deſcription. I have in vain endeavour- 
ed to ſooth her ſorrows with a gleam 


.of hope, that ſhe may be miſtaken in 
the name of the ſhip ; that is impoſſible, 
mne ſays, it has never for a moment 
been baniſhed from her mind ſince ſhe 
firſt heard it; her boding heart told 
her when they parted, it was for ever, 
and now her eee 8 fears are all re- 


A N ue. 


Ft — never left her for a atent, 


nor will. F till 1 have your anſwer. 
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384 


Mi c to Leh . Ei. f 


—— 


W. esl. dug 6, 


7 RAR ode the deep-ſt by of 
deipair to a height of joy almoſt inſup- 
portable, your Selina with trembling 


band, once more takes her pen, to make 


her beloved Julia a er of her 1385 


bent happinets. 
Weſtbury ves! To ddferite the 


Sranfport. the thankfuineſs that filled 
I breaſt when that welcome news was 

mparted to me, is impoſſible! Words 
would but poorly" expreis my feelings at 


that inftant. How m_ reaſons has 


your friend for gratitude ? how) often 
when preſſed hard by misfortunes, has 
my rathneſs almoſt tempted me to think 
that I was deſerted by providence ; and 
as I have been almoſt giving way to 
Ski ſome kind hand 'has interpoſed 

ur and relieve me, and reſtored 
aß 


WREATH. OF FRIENDSHIP, 137 

my burſting heart once more to eaſe and ; 
tranquillity, 
I have begged Mrs. Seymour s leave 
to encloſe you her friend Mrs. Scuda- 
more's letter, which is the cauſe of all 
our preſent felicity, and which will give 
a much more accurate deſcription of the 
- whole tranſaction than I am at preſent 
capable of doing. Oh, my Julia! by 
what ſtrange means ſometimes are our 
premen bleflings brought about? and 
ow blind ſhould we be to our own in- 
tereſts, were we left to follow the dic- 
tates of our erring imaginations ? | 
This ſtorm which has already given us 
all ſo much real anguiſh, will be the 
cauſe of Weſtbury's returning. to Eng- 
land; and I hope he will not again truft 
the mercileſs ocean with a life ſo precious 
to all who know him. I hope Lord 
Mordington has before this time ** an 
account from himſelf of his ſafety; I am 

certain he underſtands the duty which 
he owes a father too well, to neglect one 
moment writing to him after he had it 
in his power. It is poſſible however, 
that Mrs. Scudamore's letter might have 
been ready written when they met with 
the boat, A i he might d 
tn | 


x38 WREATH OF FRIENDSHIP, * 


E think of taking, and which may conſe 
| quently prevent the intelligence for a 

| | poſt or two coming from. himſelf. Leſt 
3 that ſhould be the caſe, Mr. Seymour 
will ſend a ſervant with this immedi- 
ately; as we are anxious to relieve you 

[ from the trouble and uncaſineſs which 
lam afraid you are at preſent labouring 

. under. — 

5 You can e imagine the kind 
neſs, the affection, which has been 
4 '. .. thewn me by Mr. and Mrs. Seymour; 

| they entered ſo warmly into all my feel- 
| ings, and indeed did every thing that 
| friendſhip could ſuggeſt to afford me 
| one ray of comfort and conſolation, but | 
# it was all in vain, When I thought ö 
Meſtbury had periſhed, no earthly con- 
| ſideration could throw one gleam of 
1 _ conſolation upon my wounded mind ; 
5 the only ſatisfaction I received was in 
reflefting that my weak frame could 
| not ſupport the agonies I endured, and 
| that a ſhort time would terminate my 
forrows. But-l will not diitreſs you, 
my friend, by dwelling upon ſcenes 
which are paſt, and 6ught only to be 
remembered with a view to make us 
[ more grateful for the — we now 


BW or. 


Adieu, 
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Adieu, my deareſt Julia ! my head 
and hand are neither of them compoſ- 
ed enough to allow me to write much 
more. Theſe haſty lines will however 
ſerve to eaſe your mind, and convince 
you that happineſs is once more in the 
poſſeſſion of your 5 a 


* 


\ 


Selina Courtney, 
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Aug 10, Written at Sea. 


WE are now ſo TR ITY that a few 
Hours will bring us in ſight of that pro- 
miſed land. I write this therefore to my 
Eliza, that I may fend it by the firſt boat 
that comes off to us, and give you my/elf- 
the firſt intelligence of our ſafety, It 
is poſſible the ſtorm we have experienc- 
ed may not have extended far, and that 
you have had no fears for us; but leſt 
you ſhould, I think it beſt to ſet your 
heart at eaſe as ſoon as poſſible. 

A few days ago I had given up all 
hopes of ever ſeeing you again, till our 
«4 ſhould meet in thoſe bleſt-regions 
inhabited by faithful friends. Every 
thing but the proſpect of eternity had 
vaniſhed from my fight, and ſickneſs 
and fear deſtroy IH ill deſire of life. 
Indeed we are all 5 aha 

mat 


1 
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that fate which ſeemed inevitably to await 
us; but that power, whoſe majeſty in 
ſcenes like theſe is awfully diſplayed; 

_ choſe to reſerve us, I hope, for future 
good. Already has he made us the 
means of preſervation to ſome, perhaps, . 
valuable hves. 

The florm which I am 88 of 5 
began ſix days ago, after a moſt 4 
ful calm. I had almoſt lived upon deck 
for ſome time, but the wind ſuddenly 
changed, and it became in a moment a_ 
perfect hurricane. If there are any per- 
ſons who can on ſuch an occaſion be 
tranquil and recollected, to thoſe I muſt 
leave the deſcription of this war of ele- 
ments; a taſk, I confeſs I am utterly 
unequal to. For three days and nights 
we drove at the mercy of the winds and 
waves, every moment expecting that 
the next would be our laſt ; but when 
the ſtrength of the ſailors, and the ſpi- 
rits of all were juſt gone, the ſtorm abated 
and hope once more reanimated our 
hearts. 

As ſoon as our immediate danger ap- 
peared to be over, Mr. Scudamore went 


upon deck. He deſired me to give him 


the teleſcope, © Tis poſlible,” ſaid he, 
* -* forme * wretches, may, 5 us, 
| ave 
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have outlived theſe dreadful hours 3 but, 
leſs able to ſtruggle, may want that 
aſſiſtance which we have eee in 


our power to beſtow.“ 
It was a preſentiment ſurely inſpired by 


the Deity, for he' had not long looked 
about, ere, at a vaſt diſtance, he diſ- 
Covered ſomething like a boat, He no 
| ſooner mentioned this ſurmiſe, than 

ſeveral of the ſailors acknowledged they 


had heard a gun go off; they now ſup- 
poſed it muſt have been fired by ſome in 


diſtreſs, but till this moment they had 


never given the circumſtance a thought, 


having been ſolely occupied by their 


own danger. Mr. Scudamore begged 
a gun might be fired, which after a 


little time was anſwered, and the boat 


was become perceptible to the naked 
eye. Inanhour or two it arrived, an 
fide of the ſhip, and preſented, I a 

told, a piteous ſpectacle; but I was ws 
yet recovered from my illneſs or my 
fright, and only heard of the event 


from my Lionel, who was almoſt frantic 
with joy to have been the happy inſtru- 
ment 205 ſaving a deſpairing fellow-crea- 


ture. His generous heart feels with en- 


> pM thuligſm the will to do rd ; and when 
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united with the power, his ſenſations are. 
not to be deſcribed. = 

The crew of the boat conſiſted of fix 
perſons; four of them were ſailors, the 
others a young gentleman and his ſer- 
vant, who had been paſſengers in the 
unfortunate veſſel they had quitted. But 
they ſnared equally the labour of rowing, 
and not being uſed to hardſhips, were 
leſs able to bear them; and with cold, 
wet, and hunger, they were reduced to 
a very weak ſtate. Good nurſing has 
reſtored the whole party, and the young 
gentleman to-day joined our ſociety in 
the cabin. Our captain has furniſhed 
him with cloaths and linen, which tho? 
they do not fit exactly well, yet his per- 
ſon and manners are ſo elegant as to 
make us overlook thoſe trivial matters. 
| have not yet learnt his name; he 
ſtrives to be cheerful, but has an heir of 
melancholy. which clouds a fine counte- 
nance, and which we women conjec- - 
ture of courſe proceeds from ſome un- 
fortunate attachment, or ſome diſaſtrous 
cataſtrophe, the remembrance of which 
he was flying from. Not a ſyllable of 
this may be true, but our wits you know 
muſt work upon ſomething, and this is a 
fine ſubject. . | FL 
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I had not laid down my pen an hour 
after writing the above, when my huſ- 
band called to me to go upon deck. I 
aðm never dilatory in complying with his 
requeſts, and pointing towards England, 
he ſaid, there, my love, behold the 
White cliffs of our dear little iſland.” 1 
zumped for joy; and claſping my hands 
together, exclaimed, © then heaven be 
praiſed, I may fee Eliza Darnley once 
more!“ Eliza Darnley ! Ma'am ?“ re- 
echoed the ſtranger, Who was at my 
elbow; © then you muſt be the, Mrs, 
Scudamore ſhe has expected with anxi- 
ous ſolicitude?” *© The very ſame, Sir; 
but tell me inſtantly, are you alſo her 
friend? indeed if you knew her you muſt 
be ſo.” In ſhort, Eliza, it was Lord 
Weſtbury, whom ſingular fate had made 
our companion; and what I think ſtill 
more ſingular is, that I who have not a 
grain of romance in my own compoſition, 
am forever deſtined to be the hiſtorian of 
_ thoſe who have; an employment ill 
calculated for a ſober mortal like my- 
n My 
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My new acquaintance told me he 
was not only your friend, but the friend of 
your fuſband, as you have exchanged 
your own name for that of the moſt 
worthy man in the world. I cannot ex- 
preſs to you the hurry my ſpirits and af- 
fections were in to be ſatisfied of every 
circumſtance in regard to you. I aſked 


ſo many queſtions, made ſo many en- 
quiries, all in a breath, that Lord Weſt- 


bury muſt have had an hundred tongues 


to have been able to give anſwers to 


them all. No one could be more defir- 
ous to ſatisfy my curioſity than he was; 
and you will have nothing to tell me 
when we meet, as I know your whole 
life and adventures; and not only yours 
but Lord Weſtbury's too, for this ren- 
contre inſpired mutual confidence; and 
we are now no longer ſtrangers, polite 
and civil to each other, but friends of an 
hundred years old. What pleaſure do I 


experience in giving you intelligence of 
the ſafety of your friends; and how 
thankful to that providence who puts it 


in my power. 


© The ſhip in which Lord Weſtbury em- 


barked was only juſt got out of the Chan- 
nel when the ftorm began; the maſter 
and five of the men were waſhed over- 
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| board before the remainder took to | 
their boat, in which they had been forty 


hours when they e 1280 our ſail, the 


firſt glimpſe. * ſafety they had been 


bleſſed with. , Lord Weſtbury's great 
ſenſibility for the poor ſufferers, I beſieve, 


is the principal cauſe of his de jected | 
countenance, and I think can ſee that 


the ſight of land is not to him a very 


unpleaſant proſpect, and he is 0 
to partake of the general joy. 


I am fo very defirous to quit an ele- 


ment on which we have encountered 
ſuch dangers, that I hope Mr. Scuda- 
more will indulge me in taking the firſt 
opportunity of doing ſo, and getting 


into any little boat that comes off to us, 


and make the beſt of our way to town; 
hen after a few days ſpent in adjuſting 
our affairs, we mean to claim the wel- 
come of both your huſband and your- 
elf at Wansford Houſe. Our new and 
-agreeable friend will be of our party till 
different routs oblige us to ſeparate. I / 
tell him providence has been buſily em- 


ployed in planning his future happineſs, 


and that it forbids him any more. to ba- 
- niſh himſelf from the object of his attach- 
ment. He ſmiles and calls me his ex- 
cellent comforter; and agrees to follou 


my 


N 
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my advice till he ſhall find (what he 


fears) that my hopes are fallacious. 


Farewel,. my dear friend, a boat is 
arrived by which 1 fend this, but as 
they are not officers of the cuſtoms, 


but thoſe who come to buy our contraband 


goods, we do not think it prudent to - 
accept the temptation. Lord Weſtbury 


and Mr. Scudamore join me in every 


good wiſh to you and yours. 
Your moſt e 
{4 
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1. LETTER) L. 
Lal Jul Hare to Miſs ec 


3 U will, I doubt not, give me cre- 
dit for the anxiety I have lately felt on 
account of the ſufferings of my beloved 
Selina. Mrs. Seymour's letter threw us 


all into the deepeſt affliction ; my mo- 


ther and myſelf wept with unbounded 


ſorrow for the loſs of Weſtbury ; and 
my father's ſoul is of too ſympathizing 


a nature to bear 3 — ſo n 
ly; an event. 

As ſoon as I could recover my voice 
ſufficiently to be able to ſpeak, I requeſt- 
ed my mother's leave to go to Wansford. 
4 Tho' I cannot adminiſter comfort to 
Selina, it will at leaſt be a ſatisfaction to 
me to be with her, and endeavour all in 
my power to alleviate that grief which 


there is reaſon to fear ſhe will too ſevere- 


» experience.“ mother l 
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ly agreed to my propoſal, and it was 
determined I ſhould ſet off in the morn-. 
ing. We retired early; when the mind 
is labouring under a weight of ſorrow, 
even the company of tht: we beſt love 
becomes ami: ic 4. 
In the morning as ſoon as I was in- 
formed the carriage was ready, I took. 
leave of my friends, and was haſtening 
to it, when as lIentered one door of the 
hall, Drummond came to the other. He 
was pale and languid ; his countenance. 
expreſſive of the moſt ſettled melancho- 
ly; and it ſeemed with difficulty that he 
ſupported himſelf. As ſoon as I ſaw him 
a thouſand ideas crowded themſelves in» 
to my imagination; I found it impoſſible: 
longer to reſtrain my feelings, and ſink- 
ing into a chair near me, a violent flood 
of tears gave a little relief to my oppreſt 
heart. I find, Lady Julia,” ſaid he, 
coming up to me, “it will now be unne 
ceſſary to explain the purport of this vi- 
lit; you are already apprized of the me- 
lancholy occaſion of it.” Then, alas!“ 
ſaid I, all hope is at an end; you have 
had the dreadful news confirmed, and 
there is not one ray of conſolation re- 
maining.” © For heaven's fake,” faid he, 
do not thus give way to deſpair ; we 
"iy RE Dy have 
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have received only newſpaper intelli- 


gence; and 1 ſtill have hopes that my 


friend may be ſafe.” © Vain hope,” ſaid 
I; all is now over, for Welſthury is 
dead! Dead ere /us prime, and lias wt left 
lis peer.” But whither are you going, 
Lady Juka, you feem prepared for a 
ourney, I hope you are not going alone; 
in the Rate of mind you ſeem to be in 
at preſent, you will be in great want of 
company.“ © [am going,“ ſaid I, © to 
Selina.” © Poor girl!“ ſaid Drummond, 
and the big tear rolled down his cheek 
as he ſpoke, © how much I wiſh I could 
attend you ; but you will not accept of 
me for a companion. I came to requeſt 
Lord St. Clair would be ſo kind as to go 
along with me, and endeavour to footh 
my uncle's mind ; the violence of his 
own temper is now entirely fallen upon 
himſelf, I cannot expreſs his diffraction.” 
Poor Lord Mordington,” ſaid I, © his 
peace of mind muſt be gone for ever; 
who can bear the reflection that they 
had once a ſon like WeſfBury, and loſt 
him by the perverſeneſs of their own dif- 
poſition ! ES, 
uſt as 1 ſpoke a ſervant came to me 
with a letter, as he ſaid, from Mr. Sey- 
mour. Then,” ſaid 1, “Selina, 051 
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dear Selina, i is fallen a victim to her at- 
tachment.“ I took the letter, and en- 
dea voured to open it but in vain, my 
agitation was fo violent I could not 
break the ſeal. Will you give me 
leave to aſſiſt you,” ſaid Drummond? 
jet me likewiſe perſuade you to calm 
and compoſe your mind a little; you 
will really make yourſelf ill by the 
warmth of your own feelings ; this letter 

is from Miſs Courtney!“ This aſſurance 
_ revived me-a little, I took the paper, 
and running my eyes haſtily over it, 
what different ſenſations inſtantly took 
poſſeſſion of my breaſt. I gave it to 
Drummond to read; you, my Selina, 
will be able to judge by your own feel- 
ings what ours were at that moment. 
He was abſolutely tranſported ; he beg- 
ged my permiſſion to carry Mrs. Scuda- 
more's letter to Lord Mordington, 
which you may be ſure I complied with. 
I returned immediately to the dreſſing- 
room, where | had left my mother, to 
make her a partaker of my joy. 

In the afternoon Dromnipad: came 
again, Lord Mordington accompanied 
him. You never ſaw a poor old man 
in ſo ſtrange a way; he was in a ſtate 
ofa laughing and crying the whole 
| 4 ag. ume 
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time he was with us. He blamed him- 
ſelf as being the cauſe of Weſtbury's 


| misfortune: © But I am now ſorry ex- 


— CTY \ 
32 ney — 
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tremely ſorry for my raſhneſs; and if 
you, my Lord St. Clair, will fend for 
your Selina, I will with pleaſure beſtow 
my ſon upon her; they ſhall be happy 
in their own way. I have not forgot 
that ſhe would not marry him without 
my conſent. She is-I believe a good 
girl, and ſuch ſtrict ideas of duty ought 
to be rewarded.” | could hardly credit 
my ſenſes ; that Lord Mordington ſhould 
reaſon thus, was aſtoniſhing ! My father 
_ applauded his deſign. I will venture, 
my Lord, to give my conſent for Miſs 
Courtney; tho' ſhe is not here to anſwer 
for herſelf, ſhe is above diſguiſe, and 
will not keep a man that loves her in 
ſuſpenſe. I have long ſeen her partiali- 
ty for Lord Weſtbury; nothing could 
give me more real pleaſure than to ſee 
them united.” I am glad of it,“ ſaid 
Lord Mordington, then we ſhall not 
duiſagree on that ſubject; and now I 
have to beg your interference in another 
affair. There ſits a poor fellow, a great 
deal more than half melancholy, and 
ſorry am I to add, it is for love, a fooliſh 
dog ! love for a girl that does not * 
ö "2 Qi him; 
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him; a girl that would gladly have had 
him when he was engaged to. another 
woman, but who becauſe! he is now at 
liberty, and offers her his hand in an 
honourable way, muſt ſhew her airs 
forſooth !”” * Let me intreat you, uncle.” 
„And let me intreat you, nephew, to 
hold your tongue; I will not bear to 
be dictated to by you even in my beſt 
humours ; but let me tell you, Lady 
Julia, you are a filly girl for trifling 
away your own happineſs. He will make 
you a good huſband, I will anſwer for 
him; had you ſeen his affection, the 
tenderneſs he ſhewed to me laſt night, 
when I was plunged into the deepeſt 
affliction a human being can be ſenſible 
of, I believe it would have ſoftened even 
your hard heart a little.” “ That is a 
ſubject, ſaid my father, I am determin- 
ed never tointerfere in. I honeſtly con- 
feſs I did not like Mr. Drummond's be- 
haviour the laſt time he was here; but 
he has now cleared that up entirely, and 
if Julia thinks ſhe can be happy with 
him, ſhe has my full conſent, but I will 
never perſuade her.“ There now, 
that is exactly your character, ſaid Lord 
 Mordington, you are the moſt perverſe 
man [I ever met with. Why will not 
H 5 you 
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you ++ renounce: your errors, as I have 
done mine; will-you carry that obſtinate : 
temper of yours to the grave ?” _ 

: I'was going to tell you in the moſt 
methodical manner imaginable, all that 
was ſaid on this occaſion; how Drum- 


mond pleaded, and | relented,, but it 


very fortunately occurred to me, that 
tho I might write what he /azd, I could 


not make you, my Selina, ſenſible how 
he looked at that moment; and you might 
perhaps think I was too eaſily ſoftened. 


But it was no ſuch thing, for tho* I did 
promiſe not to be quite ſo cruel in future, 
it was only a ſort of probationary buſi- 


neſs, that if he continued to behave well, 
at the end of fix or /ever years, | might 
| "perhaps at the expiration of that time, 


De tempted to give him my hand. 
And now, my friend, let me congra- 


Aulate: you upon the proſpeRt of happi 


neſs which I flatter myſelf is before you; 
for tho? we knew a little of Lord Mor- 


1 :dington's change of ſentiments before 


Jou went away, yet I confeſs I had 


my fears that it was only at Drummond's 
earneſt entreaties, and that he would 
again relapſe as the time approached. 


18 this ergo has I think, affrighted 
bim 
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him ſo much, that he PUR now com- 
pletely fixed in his good intentions. 
Drummond has juſt called to tell us 
that Lord Mordington has had a letter 
from his ſon, with an account of his 
eſcape. How mach I ſhould like to ſee 
this Mrs. Scudamore, that has been the 
means of ſo much happineſs. to us all 3 
and to none more than, your 


Julia Harcourt. 


La-. 
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LETTER LXN. 
Henry Drummond, Eſq. to . 
We fbury-Lodge, Augul 1 19. 


My Dear Mother, 


Th ERE is not any thing | have ſo 
abſolute an averſion to as receiving _ 
paying morning viſits in the country; 
runs away with the beſt part of that = 
we can never recall and leaves nothing 
behind to make amends for the loſs, or 
that can afford one pleaſurable idea. I 
have been reflecting upon this abuſe all 
the afternoon, having received freſh pro- 
vocation this morning ; and think I could 
write an eſſay upon the ſubject, that 
might be of uſe to the world. But I 
ſatisfy my ſelf with reſolving, when Julia 
and I are married, never to be at home 
to theſe idle people. You ſee I really 
begin to talk with confidence of being 
married to the idol of my heart ; _ 
ha 


co * 
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had it not been for the grievance I have 
already complained of, I might at this 
time have been able to tell you the day 
which is tocrown my felicity, and make 
me in my own opinion the moſt enviable 
perſon in the three kingdoms. 
| breakfaſted this morning at the Ab- 
bey, and was enjoying a charming con- 
verſation with Lady Julia, when the 
whole female family bf the Wynns came 
in, and deſtroyed in a moment the la- 
bours of an hour. You know I am very 
fond of arithmetic, and was at that mo- 
ment working a ſum in reduction. Julia 
had promiſed, on my good behaviour to 


reward me with her hand in fx or ſeven 


years; | had juft reduced this eternity 
into months, and was proceeding to bring 
it into weeks and days, when theſe fair 
time-killers made their appearance, bent 
on flaughter and deſtruction. Away 
flew reaſon and all her ſober train, and 
left behind her nothing but folly, ridi- 
cule, | inſatiable curioſity, and affectation. 
Love, it is true, crept into my boſom, 
and endeavoured to conſole me for my 
diſappointment; but amongſt ſuch a 
ſociety, he durſt not 8 his head. 
My mortification, I believe was very vi- 
| 11 Julia 1 ſaw laughed at my diſ- 
_ "tres 
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treſs; and the Miſſes, I believe took 
notice of it, and lengthened: their viſit, 
reſolving to puniſh me for my want of 


attention to their charms. Every object 
however but my love is to me an abfo- 


lute blank; and in her eyes I read all 


the knowledge I wiſh to poſſeſs at pre- 
ſent. I doubt not, you would have a 
deſire to know how this agreeable change 
in my circumſtances has been brought 
about ? Even by marveſlous events, the 
interpoſition of benevolent. genii, by 
ſtorms and ſhipwrecks, by the ſuppoſed 
death of Weitbury, and his ſurprizing 
reſurrection, and by ſomething ſtill more 
wonderful, the interceſſion of my gra- 


cious uncle! who, it muſt be confeſſed, 


does not make love in a very intereſting 
manner; but Julia was at that moment 
all tenderneſs, and even his rough man- 
ner of pleading found the way to her heart. 
I ought to tell you the adventures of 
Charles, Lord Weſtbury, and Selina 
Courtney, but | will get ſome ingenious 


ſeribbling lady to work it into a novel, 


and then you will have it all together, 
which is wat you mult never expect 
from me; for at preſent I am ſo engroſſ- 
ed with my own affairs, that I cannot 
write or think of any other ſubject. f TR 
91 beg 
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I beg you will let me know when you 
receive this, for l am inclined to doubt 
| the reality of every thing; and am not 
very clear at this moment whether I do 
exiſt or not, and whether I am dream: 
or writing to you; but I have a perfect 
recollection that Julia told me ſhe loved 
me and only me! Can | have, after this, 
one wiſh left ? Yes, in the midſt of all 
my tranſports, I remember that I have 
two friends at Drummond-Place, who 
| ſhare in all my pleaſures, and I wr ih that 
| they could be a witneſs of them, and that 
my felicity could be Increaſed by their 
prefence. 

The Seymours have paid their viſit, 
and Miſs Courtney is ſtill with them, o 
that 1 have Julia all to myſelf; you 
muſt pardon me if | repeat her name an 
hundred times over. We walk, we ride, 

read, converſe, &c. as the whim of the 
moment inſpires; and look down on tne 
buſy world who know not the paſſion of 
love, as on wretched mortals bereaved 
of heaven's beſt gift. Farewel, my 
deareſt mother, I am as much as ever 
your moſt dutiful 
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DT PER EX - 


Mrs. Scudamore to Mrs. Seymour. 
Exeter, Auguſt 19. 


I Have once more fer my 12060 on Britiſh 
gon, but I have not time, my deareſt 


friend, to tell you the raptures I experi- 


enced on that occaſion! I leave you to 
gueſs what your own would have been 
after ſo many years abſence, I am ſure 
your imagination will paint them much 
better than my pen, which at preſent 


muſt be employed on other ſubjects. 


I now fteal a moment from my reſt 


to go on with that ſeries of wonderful 


adventures | began ſo long ago, and in 
which you will now become intereſted as 


well as myſelf. I hope the melancholy 


in my hiſtory will ſoon have an end; and 
that joy and gladneſs will ſucceed to 


thoſe volumes of miſery and ſorrow. 
WWWe landed at Falmouth yeſterday 
on, and proceeded on our journey in 


two 
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two poſt-chaiſes. In the firſt were 
Orixana and myſelf; Lord Weſtbury and 
Mr. Scudamore followed in the ſecond ; 
the road was excellent, and we travelled 
till ſupper time. How eagerly did my 
eyes glance into all the little cottages 
we paſled, where the happy and con- 
tented families were talking over the la- 
bours of the day; at leaſt my fancy 
preſented to me theſe ſimple and inno- 
cent amuſements; the legendary ſong 
 caroHed by the huſband, his wife liſten- 
ing as ſhe repaired their ſcanty wardrobe, 
and the children continually putting a2 
ſtop to the whole by their prattle, and 
their queſtions, - | 

The next morning we roſe with the 
lark, and had gone many miles before 


the eyes of your fine ladies had thought 


fit to rival the brightneſs of the ſun. 
About noon the chaiſe in which my In- 
dian friend and myſelf were, broke 
down, without any- further harm than 
giving us a trifling fright, for the delay 
it was likely to occaſion did not even put 
us out of ' temper ; fortunately we were 
near a village, and a blackſmith could 
ealily ſet all to rights _ The gen- 
tlemen wanted us to go forward in theirs, 
and to ſuffer them to wait; but 1 told i 
| 185 them 
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them I felt myſelf in a ſtrange country, and 
would not ſeparate. from my protectors, 
The day was fine, and we ſtrolled on 
by the ſide of a park till we came near 


the village. The place looked delight- 


ful, the grounds were ſurrounded by 


young and luxuriant trees, whoſe bougbs 
jung feathering to the earth with the 
weight of their leaves; here and there 


openings were made thro' the plantation 
tu give a tranſient view of the interior 
part, which was laid out with taſte ;, and 
art appeared to have aided nature in her 
beſt manner. My curiofity was raiſed 


by the uncommon beauty of the ſcene. 
I love ſights you know, and of this fort 


: Fam now become more particularly fond, 
by having been ſo long deprived. of them. 
We pointed our ſteps to a gate which 


ſeemed to open into the gardens, a man 


came out, whom we met and interro- 
gated; he proved to be the gardener, 


and readily turned back to ſnew us the 


a place. 2 


It belonged he faid to a Mr. Dacre, a 


ſingle man of large fortune, who was at 
preſent in London, or he could not have 


- indulged us with a fight of the gardens, 


as it was a favour he never allowed. I 
grew rather: delicate of taking the ad- 
5 __- vantage, 
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vantage, but the gentlemen over-ruled 
my ſcruples. He firſt ſhewed us the 
fruit garden, and treated us with delici- 
ous grapes, &c. which proved a moſt 
refreſhing repaſt to weary travellers. 
The conſervatory was in the higheſt ſty le 
of magnificence, and here we met with 
many Indian plants, our old acquain- 
tance. Orixana was poſſeſſed with the 
idea that the owner mult have lived in 
India; but the ſervant ſaid no, he was 


told he never had, tho' he himſelf did 
not know much of him, being only juſt 


come to the place. 


We rambled, forgetful of. the diſaſter : 


that brought us here, 'thro' groves of 
tall and beautiful lowering ſhrubs, which 
formed quite a labyrinth z and amongſt 
which, ruſtic ſeats. of moſs and roots 
were every now and then preſenting 
themſelves. I took notice to our atten- 
dant of a bower which terminated the 
walls; it was ſtill at ſome diſtance, and 


my feet unuſed to walk did not keep 


peace with my mind. He told me it 


was he believed a burying place, but 


that was all he knew about it. My curio- 
ſity was-increaſed, and we haſtened on 


to ſatisfy that reſtleſs companion. The 


yew, the cypreſs, and the weeping. —_ 
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low, were the only outward ornaments 
of this penſive ſpot; a ſeat of ſods was 
placed oppoſite to a ſmall marble urn 


on a plain pedeſtal, over which the bran- 


ches of the trees hung drooping, and 
around the bottom crept the melancholy 
widow-wail juſt ſhedding its * 


flowers. 


My Indian friend hung on my arm, 


her mind ſeemed to catch a tinge from 
the ſolemnity of the ſcene, and tears 
trinckled down her cheeks. We walked 


round this monument, and on the fide 
towards the ſeat, beheld 2 ſcroll with 
theſe words, 


Sacred to the Memory 
8 


. 


Gracious God ! what a diſcovery! and 


what were my ſenſations! I inſtantly 
turned, hoping my companion had not 
obſerved the inſcription! but I turned 
too late ! for ſhe fell at my feet deprived 


of ſenſe or motion. The gentlemen 


had not yet joined us, and the gardener 
could alone aſſiſt me. He raiſed her 
from the ground, till Seudamore whom 


I called to, came to my aid. I thought 
at that moment ſhe was dead, but he 

aſſured me ſhe breathed, and we ſent the 
RE man 
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man into the houſe, to procure ſome 
water, or ſomething to recover her. A 
very reſpectable looking woman ſoon 


came to us with hartſhorn and water, 


and after rubbing her temples, &c. ſne 


came a little to herſelf, and in a few 


minutes more ſhe had ftrength enough 
to get to the houſe, where we reſted her 
on a ſopha, till ſhe ſhould be again 
enabled to purſue her journey. 15 

Tears at laſt came to her relief, but 


ſhe could not ſpeak or aſk the queſtions 


natural on ſuch a wonderful event; and 
as we had been told the name of the 
preſent poſſeſſor was Dacre, I did not 
dare to interrogate, leſt we ſhould hear 
(what | concluded certainly was the caſe) 
that Mr. Wentworth was dead, and 
this I thought was all that was wanting 
to conclude the forrows of our dear 

friend. e 5 | 
Whilſt the good houſe-keeper and 
myſelf were ſtanding over Orixana, the 
two gentlemen walked about the room, 

examining the paintings and drawings 
which adorned it, many of which were 
very fine ; the chimney piece was hung 
in great taſte with a variety of minia- 
tures. Lord Weſtbury had not caſt his 
eyes on more than two, when he ex- 
9 5 cCäulaimed 
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claimed haſtily, what do I ſee ? Hea- 
vens, 'tis the picture of my Selina] The 
poor ſufferer now found her ſpeech ; ſhe 
roſe on her tottering limbs, and cried, 
< where is it, my Lord? Does my child | 


yet live then ? or is it a phantom come 
again to mock me?“ You will gueſs 
our aſtoniſhment.! That Selina, whom 
Lord Weſtbury doated upon, ſhould be 
the long loſt daughter of our Indian 
friend, was an event too miraculous for 
belief] But the ſight of the picture blaſt- 
ed all the hopes of poor Orixana, and 
only tended to increaſe her diſtreſs ! 

* Oh no, 'tis not my girl, *tis the well- 
known fac of Mrs. Wentworth, that 
dear lamented ſaint! the mother of my 

Huſband, the grand mother of my child! 


This is the preſent ſhe ſent us in her laſt | 


letter. Oh, beautiful ſhade ! what loads 
of orrowful remembrance doſt thou pour 
on my too heavy heart. But every thing 
convinces me that my huſband has inha- 
bited this ſpot. Where is he now? | 
he on earth, or looking down on my 
affliction from his heavenly abode?” 
Again ſhe was ſinking into her former 
ſtupor, and all our care was ſcarce ſuftr 
——4 dA call back her fleeting ſpirit ho 
vering between the two worlds, 15 
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Lord Weſtbury, who hung over us in 
filent amazement ſaid, then my Selina 
has not yet found a mother ! Flattering 
but decluſive hope led me to think this 
lady's name might have been Courtney; 
what joy ſhould I have had in making 
ſuch a diſcovery ! what tranſports would 
then have been mine!“ They are 
yours, Sir,” ſaid the houſe-keeper (who 
with various agitations had been a wit- 
neſs of this ſcene) © they are the ſame; 
if my faultering voice will but permit me 
to diſcloſe what I know, you will be 
convinced you have not been miſtaken !. 
Ruin ſtares me in the face, but my con- 
ſcience will not ſuffer me any longer to 
keep thoſe ſecrets that have born me 
down, and almoſt worn out my life ; and 
now I. pray God, and this good lady, 
to forgive the. ſins I have been guilty- of, 
and pardon me, if poſſible, for my ſhare in 
the guilt! I will tell al, give me but time 
to recover myſ-lf from the ſhock and 
ſurprize J have been put into by fo un- 
expected a circumſtance. I hope alſo 
you will have the goodneſs to protect 
me from the reſentment of Mr. Dacre, 
my maſter, which would be unbounded 

if he ſhould know what I am going to 

relate. My huſband and my ſelf had 
. | lived : 
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moved half a year in the ſervice of Colonel 
Wentworth, when his lady died, and 
his ſon was ſent for to take his leave of 
her. The old gentleman was determin- 
ed to break the connection his ſon had 
made; and for that purpoſe ſent my 
| huſband to bring away his child. Mr. 

Charles Wentworth had never ſeen me, 
and his father ordered me to ſay I was 
Juſt come from Cudalore, and had ſeen 
both his wife and daughter expire be- 


fore my eyes, in violent fevers. His 


diſtraction at this news went to my 
very heart, but I was in a foreign coun- 
try, and quite in a dependent ſtate ; 
for we had failed in our endeavours to 
get an honeſt living, and were thus re- 
duced to ſerve the purpoſes of others. 

* Mr. Wentworth choſe to return no | 
more to Cudalore, and took ſhipping for 
England as ſoon as he was able to take 

poſſeſſion of the eſtate which fell to him 
at his mother's death, -and which was this 
very ſpot. When he was gone I took 
charge of the young Lady, whom I loved 
as my own child, and brought her with 
me to England, when Colonel Went- 
worth returned. Soon after we arrived, 
he ordered me to carry her to a ſchool 


he 2 choſen for her in London; 1 
eft 
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Ileft her by the name of Selina Courtney. 
She had on, when ſhe left Cudalore, a 
bracelet, which had been given her hy 
her mother; it was very valuable, and 


my poor huſband was much inclined to 
conceal it; but I would not conſent to 


it, and put it in a ſmall box along with 


her cloaths, with a paper, ſignifying it 


was the remembrance of a loſt friend. 


For a long time J paid her bills, but was 


not allowed to ſee her, leſt ſhe ſhould 
tempt me by her entreaties to diſcloſe the 
ſecret of her birth; and that old Mr. 
Wentworth, tho' he always ſaid he would 
provide handſomely for her, never in- 


| tended ſhe ſhould know. In a few years 


after we came home my huſband died, 
for ever tormented by the ſtings of con- 


ſcience. I continued to live with Colonel 
Wentworth. He and his ſon were va 
many years on good terms, till he 


poſed to him to marry a great lady with 
a large for tune, whom Mr. Charles Went- 


worth would never conſent to ſee, and 
hardly to hear of. This diſpleaſed his 


father beyond all bounds; he immedi- 
ately ſent to his nephew, Mr. Dacre, 


made his will entirely in his favour, and 


intruſted him with the charge of Miſs 


Selina, and her fortune of ten thouſand 


Vol.. II. 1 pounds, 


her; and that Mr. 


/ 
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pounds, to be paid when ſheiwas of age. 
My old maſter then went into France to 
Fpend the remainder of his days. At laſt 


he fell into a gradual decline, and began 
to 8 of his harſh treatment of bis 
ſon; he wrote to him to come over to 
him, to receive his forgiveneſs, but we 


heard nothing of him; and months and 


days paſſed on, but he never came. 
Mr. Dacre always took charge of theſe 
letters, and indeed I began to ſuſpect 


then that he burned them all; and that 


none reached England. At laſt I got 
lone ſent away without his knowledge N. 
obeyed the ſummons, but came 100 late, 
for my maſter was dead and buried. 
However he had made another will, and 
left all his fortune to his ſon and Miſs 


Selina, with the ten thouſand pounds. to 


his nephew. I myſelf was witneſs to this 


will, and know that it was ſo; but Mr. 


Dacre proved only the former one, and 
bribed me to be filent on the ſubject, 
ſaying, when Jargued about Miſs Selina, 
.that he would do oy as. right by 

entworth had 
enough of his own. Poor Mr. Charles 


was much afflifted to find his father 
dead, and l thought returned immedi- 


ately to —_— but ns. has ever 
| heard 


4 


% & | as TP Lan % 2 r 


ou ww 2 %ðÜů UW 


Www WW — 0 


4 *% > ky 


* 


"WREATH OF FRIENDSHIP, 171 
heard of him ſince; and what has be- 


come of him heaven knows. Mr. Dacre 
ſoon took poſſeſſion of all the riches, and 


for ſome time paid Miſs Courtney's board; 
but at laſt he told me he had removed 
her from that ſchool, and meant ſoon to 


marry her. I often aſked him why he 
did not do ſo? but he ſaid ſhe'was too 
young, and always made ſome frivolous 


excuſes, even for three long years; for 


tis ſo long, or more, ſince Colonel 


Wentworth died. Laſt ſummer J had the 


curioſity to go to the ſchool to enquire 


after her, but the houſe was inhabited by 
new people who knew nothing of her. 


I hope, Sir, ſhe lives, as you ſeem to 


know her, and that ſhe is out of the 


power of her wicked relation.“ “She 
does indeed live,” faid Lord Weſtbury, 


<« and has met with noble friends and 


* protectors.“ This was the firſt moment 
any one had ſpoken but the perſon who 


related this wonderful ſtory. Orixana 


exclaimed “ and fhall 1 then fee my 
child again, whom J ſought for over 


worlds of water! Receive my acknow= _ 


ledgments, gracious heaven! and if I 
repine that my bliſs is even yet incom- 
1 i pity the frailty of human nature. 


ut go on, good woman, and finiſh this 
— 1 intereſting 
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* . Intereſting ſtory, every word of which 
.finks deep into my heart.” I have 
8 85 you all, Madam, that I can recol- 
led, except that Mr. Dacie took poſſeſ- 
ſion of this place about a year ago. Un- 
der what pretext I know not, but there 
was nobody to enquire into his actions. 
I have told you enough to ruin my ſelf, 
for I muſt quit this houſe directly; but 
I have eaſed a loaded conſcience, : and 
care not where I go.” Mr. Scudamore 
and Lord Weſtbury aſſured her ſhe 
ſhould never want, and hoped when 
they called for her evidence in a court of 
Juſtice, ſhe would not refuſe to give it.” 
% Oh no! Sir, I am too glad to make 
my peace with heaven, if by any means 
I can do that.” On enquiring ſhe told 
us Mr. Dacre was at his houſe in Lon- 
don, where we might find him. | 
It was now agreed. that ſhe ſhould ſet- 
tle the houſhold affairs as ſoon as poſſible, 
and follow us to town, there to con- 
front her wretched maſter. 
If this poor woman's conſcience has 
been ſo troubleſome who has been only 
an inſtrument, what muſt his be who 
was the grand mover of the machine? 
Our gentlemen have not yet fixed on 
any plan to proceed upon. They mean 
to 
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to moto counſel in London, who will 
put them into the beſt and readieſt me- 
thod of recovering Selina's fortune, and 2 


- puniſhing this deteſtable man. 


Our chaiſes had been ready fome time 


before we once recollected that we had 
any thing to do but to fit and hear our 


narrator.” When the mind is cloſely en- 


gaged, we never obſerve the lapſe of 
time which glides away in profound 


ſilence. Orixana left, with great reluc- | 


tance, a place where her huſband had ' 
ſpent ſo many mournful years, and now 
ſaw the extent of the treachery that had 


been made uſe of to ſeparate two faith- 


fuk hearts, ob/tinately faithful in all their 


trials. 
On arriving at the carriage we met 


the ſmith who had repaired it. He was 


one of thoſe rough diamonds, whoſe 
character is ſometimes intereſting. Iaſk- 


ed him if he remembered Mr. Went 
worth who had formerly lived there? 


Ves, Madam, my heart muſt grow as 


hard as this cold iron if I could forget 


A 


him. He was my beſt friend, and 


when all the world took againſt me, he 


paid my debts and ſet me up again. 1 


owe my preſent good living to his cha- 
Te and advice.” * And is not this gen- 
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tleman charitable too?” „ He! God for- — 


give him, I believe as how he does not 


. know how to ſpell the word. I never 
either eat a bit of his bread, taſted his 
liquor, or ſaw the colour of his money 
ſince he came. But I beg your pardon, 


Madam, for being ſo free, but you hap- 
pened to hit the right nail on the head to 
ſet me a talking; for when once my 
tongue has named Mr. Wentworth, it 
never likes to lie ſtil,” I gave him a 
crown for his gratitude, and received 
his bleſſings to protect me on my jour- 


neF..-: ; | 
Lat Weſtbury i is writing all this to 

his friend, Lady Julia, to diſcloſe it to 

Mi Went worch in the moſt tender man- 


ner. The mother and daughter muſt 
meet as ſoon: as poſſible; ns you 
will have the goodneſs to aſk Selina ta 
meet us at Wansford, as we are entirely 
ſtrangers to her valuable friends. 
Mr. Scudamore's eldeſt brother meets 
us in London; your letters will find us at 
Lothian's Hotel, Albemarle-Street ; 
where we intend to reſide while in town. 
Adieu. This long letter has perhaps 
tired us both, but the intereſting nature 
oth its contents muſt be my apology. 
Once more adieu. 
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Wel cone thrice welcome, my 
beloved friend, to your native land, 
and to your. Eliza. Your two laſt eigen þ 
have been ſo fraught with, wonders, that 
15 4707 not vet Srl our erbe, 


Thar your ſhi ip, may dear Emily, would 
e n e the life of the 
ey e and that this circum- 


ſtance tho ſo fortunately, lead to a 
diſcovery, ſo wonderful, ſeems almoſt 


beyond the bounds of probability; and 
we muſt with admiration contemplate 

that unſeen hand that leads us ſafe 

ſo many intricate mazes, and brings us: 
at laſt to > Page and ſafeexr. 
Tour firſt. letter found us planged in 
the deepeſt ſorrow. The lovely Selina 
was with me at Wansford, and the news- 


14 paper 
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paper report of Lord Weſtbury's ſhip- 
| Wreck had reached us a few hours be- 
| fore your letter; but as ſorrow is always 

unpleaſant, even in the recollection, I 
will not diſtreſs you and myſelf by re- 
counting What agonies my friend en- 

daured. 

At the time I received your agreeable 
account with the concluſion (as I hope) 
of Mrs. Wentworth's ſorrows, Mr. Sey- 
mour was gone to ſpend the day with a 
friend, Selina and I were alone. She 
begged me to read my letter; I did. 
My furprize and fympathy for her ſuffer- 
ings almoſt overcame- me, and 1 burſt 
into tears. Selina, who had ſcarce re- 
covered the ſhock ſhe had juſt received, 
| immediately concluded Weſtbury was 
again in danger. I ſoon recollected 
. myſelf, and endeavoured to calm her 
fears, but in vain'; unlefs I would allow 
her to know the contents of my letter, 
ſhe ſhould never be convinced he was 
well. She was aſſured, fhe ſaid, I could 

have no intelligence that on my own ac- 
count would give me ſo much concern; 
and as I had before informed her the let- 
ter was from Mrs. Scudamore, ſhe was 

convinced that nothing but Weſtbury's 


es could prevent me from ſhewing 
; * it 


F. 
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it to her. I found it was impoſſible to 
poſtpone the diſcovery, which I moſt 


earneſtly wiſhed to do, till Mr. Sey- 


mour's return, as I found myſelf unequal: 
to the taſk ; but her apprehenſions were 
diſtreſſing both to herſelf and me. I 
told her it was the concluſion of the 


ſtory - of your Indian friend, and that I 


would bring her the firſt part, and then 


ſhe ſhould read my letter. I had before 
promiſed to ſhew it to her, but our anxie- 


ty on Lord Weſtbury's account had pre- 


vented me. She ſeemed but half ſatisfi- 
ed with this delay; however I brought: 


the papers, and ſhe read them with great 
attention; and a ſympathizing tear ſtole 
ſoftly down her lovely cheek. I confeſs 


my feelings were almoſt more than I 


could ſuppreſs; to ſee her employed in 
reading over the woes of her long loſt 


parents, ignorant that they were ſuch ; 

and to hear her melancholy regrets for 
the fate of Otixana, left, like herſelf, an 
helpleis orphan, and then again depriv- 


ed of her huſband- and her infant, when 
| ſhe might have flattered herſelf fortune 
had at laſt ſmiled upon her, and would 


have crowned the remainder of her 


days with peace and tranquillity. - She 


ſtopped when ſhe came to that part 
911. E's. iTÜ 
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where Mr. Wentworth leaves her at 
| Cudalore, and looking at me with the 
moſt expreſſive countenance, ſaid, © Oh, 
my dear Mrs. Seymour, how much do 
I rejoice that I was enabled to withſtand 
my Lord Weſtbury's entreaties to marry 
him privately. How many ſorrows 
would poor Orixana have prevented, had 
ſhe truſted to that kind providence which 
will one day or other reward every vir- 
tuous action?“ She proceeded till ſhe 
came tothe bracelet, and ſtarting off her 
ſeat ſhe cried, © gracious powers! I have 
a bracelet !” and then recollecting herſelf, 
ſhe ſaid, © no! it is impoſſible, I never 
was in India! I am not fo fortunate, I 
have no kind parent to bleſs her Selina! 
But my dear Mrs. Seymour, I diſtreſs 
you with my ardent wiſhes to diſcover 
my ever-lamented parents.“ Would 
you, my dear Selina,” ſaid I, © have 
wiſhed in Mrs. Wentworth to have found 
à mother? © Doubtleſs, my dear Ma- 
dam, I would ! could I read a tale of ſo 
much ſorrow and not wiſh it was in my 
power to alleviate thoſe ſufferings? But, 
tell me, has ſhe found her huſband and 
her child ?” She has heard of both, but 
not yet ſeen them.“ Allow me then 
the pleaſure you promiſed me, of * 
1 the 
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the ' concluſion.” : Suppoſe, my dear 
Selina, we poſtpone it till after dinner; 
you are too much agitated at preſent to 
finiſn ſuch a tale of wonders.??-.* You 
can form no idea of my feelings at this 
moment, my dear Mrs. Seymour, if you 
think I could patiently wait ſo long for 
the concluſion of a ſtory, every word of 
which ſeems engrayen on , my. heart.” 
Then take it, my love, but firit let me 
warn you to ſummon all your fortitude. 
You are more nearly concerned in the 
event, than at preſent you ſeem able to 
bear! She turned pale, and falling on 
her knees, ſhe ſaid, * gracious. heaven! 
I thank thee, F I have at laſt found a 
parent!“ Her voice faultered, and ſhe 
ſeemed. almoſt fainting! I raiſed her 
from the ground, and again urged her 
to exert all her fortitude, to ſupport her 
on an event of ſo much joy. After tak= 
ing ſome drops, and walking about the 
room a little, I had the pleaſure to ſee 
the bloom return again to her cheeks; 
and a flood of tears that came to her re- 
lief, ſeemed to eaſe her almoſt burſting 
heart. In about half an hour ſhe was 
compoſed enough to finiſh the narrative, 
which coſt her many tears. As ſoon as 
ſhe could ſpeak, ſhe intreated I would 
| | allow 
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allow her to go to London, to throw 
herſelf at the feet of her long loſt parent. 
I aſſured her I would with joy have ac- 
companied her to town; but a little time 
Was abſolutely neceſſary to prepare her 
mother to ſee her; and that I was very 
ture the moment ſhe was able to bear it, 
you would attend her to Wansford. 
Her apprehenſions for the fate of her 
father ſeemed to engroſs a large ſhare 
of her heart: If her dear mother ſhould 
Aill be doomed to fuffer, how ſeverely 
would ſhe feel. But the ſame kind arm 
which has protected them through fo 
many Rn will not now — 
them, SOT K 
I have deen 1 intereſted in my Selina" 8 
ſufferings, and have ſhared fo ſincerely 
in her joy, that I have not time to de- 
ſcribe the delight I feel in the * 
of embracing you ſo ſoon at 3 
Do not delay a moment longer than is 
neceſſary!] conſider the impatience of 
my young friend is not to be reſtrained. 
Tell Mr. Scudamore I have followed 
this advice, and choſen a protector whom . 
I ſhall have a pleaſure in introducing to 
his friendſhip. Selina has attempted to 
write to her mother, but her ſpirits are 
BE a ot nova nl en bt 
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at preſent too much fluttered for her to 
proceed. Say every thing that is kind 


and dutiful for her; and happy is the 
parent who can boaſt of ſuch a child. 


Yours, dear Emily, 


— —— 


Ela Seymour. 


* 
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Mrs. Scudamore to Mrs. Seymour. 


 Lothian's Hotel, Auguſt 24. 


- \ 


W E arrived in town two days ago; 
but I have never been able to take up 
my pen to you till to-night.. I have al- 


ready ſeen many of my old friends, who 


really expreſſed great ſatisfaction at my 
return. I was pleaſed with the compli- 
ment, and do not chooſe to queſtion its 


ſincerity ; but I will not fill my paper 


with unintereſting matter, but proceed 


(as you would wiſh me) to ſubjects of 


more importance. 
Mrs. Wilſon, Mr. Dacre's houſe- 
keeper, came to us yeſterday. Mr. Scud- 
amore and Lord Weſtbury had already 
taken the advice of counſel, in what 
manner it was beſt to proceed, to reco- 
ver the eſtate for Mrs. Wentworth. The 
law people, you may be ſure, adviſed 
vigorous meaſures, in which they _ 
; elves 


4 


f 


| ſelves were intereſted ; but our two 


peaceable gentlemen thought it right to 
try fair means, and to let Mr. Dacre 


certainly know what they meant to do, 
ſhould he prove refractory. They wait- 


ed upon him therefore this morning, at 
his elegant houſe in Portland-Place. He 
was ſurrounded with a levee of gay 
young men. Mr. Scudamore told him 


his buſineſs was of a very particular na- 


ture, and deſired to ſpeak with him in 
private. He ſeemed ſtruck with the 
requeſt, but attended them to his library, 
and there defired to know the purport of 
their buſineſs. It was to enquire b 
what right he enjoyed Mr. Wentworth's 
eſtates? © 'Tis a very ſingular queltion, 
Sir,” but ſoon anſwered, © by his laſt will.” 
Then Mr. Wentworth is dead p Ves, 


Sir.“ Where and when did he die yy ; 


He appeared rather at a loſs, but recol- 
lecting himſelf he ſaid, © in France, Sir, 


about two years ago. » « Tam really ſin- 


cerely concerned at this information, 


becauſe his widow is arrived from India; 


and has, by a ſingular providence found 
a daughter ſhe has long been deprived 
of, and by this diſtribution of his pro= 


perty they are both deſtitute.” I never 
beard of either of the ladies before ; *tis 


poſſible 
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poſſible they may ut be impoſtors, but 
moſt probably they are. Whatever they 


are they cannot diſpute a right fo firmly 


fixed as mine.” *© You alſo poſſeſs, I am 


told, Sir, all Colonel] Wentworth's great 
Property by a will?“ „ do, Sir.” But 

not that will make a proviſion 
of ten thouſand. pounds to a Miſs Court- 
ney ?” © It does.” At the mention of 
Miſs Courtney his confuſion viſibly in- 
creaſed, but he told them ſhe had been 


dead ſome time; and ſuppoling ſhe Was 


not, had no means of proving herlelt 


the perſon intended. Did you ever hear 


of ſuch a-wretch ? I have hardly patience 
to relate to you this converſation ; and 


am only ſorry to think that there exiſts 


in the world any one fo worthleſs. 
Socudamore's next queſtion was © if 
| he knew Mrs. Wilſon, formerly the 
houſe-heeper of Colonel Wentworth ?” 
do, Sir, what of her? and why am I 
catechized in this ſtrange manner?“ 


Tis, becauſe Mrs. Wilſon is acquainted 


with ſome family concerns, in which you, 
Sir, have bora a principal part; and 
Which have, by a very extraordinary 


circumſtance, only juſt come to light. 


As I never doubt a gentleman's nonour 


15 1 * no it falle, ſo I truſt vi 
wil 
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will have no objection to be confronted 
with her on theſe ſubjects.” © Indeed 1 
ſhall, I know her to be a wretched mer- 
cenary woman, who will ſay, or do, any 
thing for moncy ; and | do not chooſe to 
put myſelf in her power.” * You are 
already fo, Sir; ſhe was, unfortunately 
for you, a witneſs to the very laſt will of 
Colonel Wentworth, and can prove that. 
his effects were very differently diipoſed 
of.” ** Prove what you pleaſe, Sir, | ſhall 
ſtand the teſt; . nor will I be affrighted 
out of a property I enjoy. from indubita- 
ble right.” The gentlemen endeavour- 
ed to reaſon with him on the ſubject, 
and to convince him, that as all was 
now known, ſo he had better without 
further trouble relinquiſh what in juſtice 
he could not detain; and that they 
could anſwer for the generoſity of the. 
ladies, who would not expect him to 
refund the income he had already receiv- 
ed. They reaſoned with the winds, and 
were under the diſagreeable neceſſity of 
making uſe of the authority granted 
them by a magiſtrate; and of leaving 
him under the care of a civil gentleman, 
who carried his power in his pocket. They 
PRrves him to continue in his own» 
_ houſe, 


cy 
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houſe; a favour he very ſullenly ac- 


cepted. . 5 
From Portland-Place they went to 


Doctors Commons, taking Mrs. Wil- 


ſon, to examine the wills; who poſitively 
ſwore that the ſignature to Mr. Charles 


Wentworth's was not his wn writing. 

This gives us hope that he may ſtill live; 
and as fortune has been ſo very bounti- 
ful lately in her diſcoveries, that we can- 


not help being ſanguine. She alſo ſays 
Colonel Wentworth's will is that which 


he made before he went abroad. Steps 
are now taking to oblige Mr. Dacre to 


be juſt; could we alſo oblige him to ſay, 
where Mr. Wentworth is to be found, 


we ſhould be ſtill more at eaſe. Poor 
Mrs. Wentworth begs not to be inform- 


ed of the reſult of their proceedings, till 


Her impatience to ſee her daughter 


makes her quite ill, tho' on our account 


(who ſhe knows have buſineſs that will 
detain us ſome time without the addition 


of hers, tho' equally intereſting to us) 
ſhe endeavours to hide it. For this rea- 
ſon I determine to be with you in a few 


days, 


ſomething final is determined; as her 
_ ſpirits are too weak to ſupport the anxt-' 
ety the knowledge of them would oo 


— 


/ 
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days, leaving Lionel to follow at his lei- 
ſure, who I know cannot leave London 
this fortnight; and that would be ano- 
ther eternity of ſeparation from you, for 
whom I am the more anxious as I draw 
nearer to you, Neither could I think of 
depriving my friend for ſo long a time 
of that exquiſite pleaſure ſhe expects, in 
beholding her long loſt daughter, who is 
repreſented as ſo very amiable; long 
may they enjoy the felicity which ap- 
pears to be in ſore for them, = 

Lord Weſtbury leaves us to-morrow. 
He will be with his father the ſame night, 
and with you the next day. He may be 
truly ſaid to fly upon the wings of love, 
for it poſſeſſes every feeling of his ſoul. 
die Will explain to you all taefe intricate 
affairs, which I relate ſo ill; but you 
muſt remember. I was not bread to the 
law and make allowances alſo for my 
head, which is not at preſent very 
nar: - £ 

Mr. Scudamore's brother met us 
here, and, while our two gentlemen were 
ſtudying law, was my companion, and 
obligingly accompanied us to ſhops, 
&. where we have been attempting to 


alter our dreſs to the preſent taſte; that 
vou 


4- 


* 
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you may not look upon us as Goths when 


we make our appearance at Wansford. 


71 ueſday Morning. | 


& have this moment received your kind 
letter, and have only time to add to 
this, that I hope very ſoon to embrace 
you and Selina, and why not your ex- 


cellent huſband ? whom l come prepared 
to admire and eſteem. Lord Weſtbury 


has juſt driven oft. Scudamore and 


Otixana add every kind and good 822 
to e 1 W ; 


Reer eum 
1 4 
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LETTER LU. 
Miſs Wentworth to Lady Julia Harcourt. 


Wansf1rd-Houſe, Auguſt 27. 


Ho W will the ſympathizing heart of 
my Julia, participate in the joy of her 
friend. After ſo many years of doubt 
and anxiety, I have at laſt found a ms- 
tier! My heart overflows with gratitude 
even at mentioning a name fo tender, ſo 
endearing. How true were my conjec- 
tures, that the fate of my parents muſt 
have been unhappy ? Miſerably wretch- 
ed, indeed, muſt my poor mother have 
paſſed her prime, baniſhed from all her 
. ſoul held dear, and turned out a wan- 
dering fugitive. But I ſpeak to you, my 
Julia, of myſteries. Mrs. Scudamore's 
narrative, which will accompuny this let- 
ter, will explain to you much better 
than I can do, the whole ſtory. I have 
been endeavouring, ſince the firſt mo- 
ment I heard it, to give you ſome idea 5 
Ei the 
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the inexpreſſible pleaſure I found in diſ- 


covering who were my real parents; but 
hitherto my endeavours have been fruit- 
leſs. Mrs. Sey mour's whole time has been 
ſpent in acts of kindneſs to me, and at- 
tempts to calm my perturbed ſpirits. 
This morning I thought myſelf tolera- 
bly compoſed ; but ſince I fat down to 
_ write I find ſo many new ideas ruſh con- 
tinually upon my mind, that I am afraid 
I ſhall expreſs myſelf quite in an incohe- 
rent ſtyle. 

At this time, how much do I wiſh for 
the counſel and ſupport of my beloved 
Lady St. Clair? She has indeed been a 
parent to me; her preſence would inſpire 
me with fortitude. I make every effoft 
in my power to acquire ſufficient courage 
and reſolution; but we are every mo- 
ment in expectation of the arrival of our 
friends, and the leaſt noiſe deſtroys the 
labour of hours. I think, my Julia, you 
cannot blame my agitation, when you 
confider my ſituation. I have not the 


leaſt trace of my mother in my recollec- 


tion. I have been educated in a different 
ſtyle, in a diſtant climate from her. 
She may have formed a thouſand ideas 
of her child, which in all probability J 


ſhall not anſwer. But hence ſuch un- 
2 2 * 
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pleaſant refleQions!*I will do all I can 
to make her life comfortable, and we 
muſt leave the reſt to that power who 
in ſo miraculous a manner brought us 
to the knowledge of each other. I can 
ſcarce mention the name of Scudamore, 
without invoking a bleſſing on it. How, 
in every inſtance, has that charming wo- 
man acted as my guardian angel, by 


preſerving thoſe from deſtruction, in 


whoſe fate I am moſt intereſted. 


I can readily believe how great your 
diſtreſs was on Weſtbury's account; but 


1 hope in this as well as in many other 


caſes, good will reſult from evil; as I 


think it was in ſome degree the means of 
ſoftening your heart towards poor Drum- 


mond, who, notwithſtanding appear= 
ances may have been againſt him, is, I 
am convinced, entirely worthy of you. 


I hope in your next you will tell me, that 


every thing is ſettled between you. 
You were a little too abrupt m the 
concluſion of your laſt epiſtle ; and tho? 


it was very much in your ows ſtyle, it 


did not fatisfy the curioſity of your 
friends. Mrs. Seymour has juſt had a 
letter from London ; ſhe tells me our 
friends will not be' here to-day as we 
expected, on account of ſome buſineſs 

which 
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pen. , 
Adieu, my Julia. I ſcarce know by 
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which ing Mrs, Scudamore i in town. 
How inconſiſtent is human nature? 


Tho' before I was fluttered and alarm- 
ed at the thoughts of their coming, I am 


now mortified beyond expreſſion at this 
delay; but. by way of conſolation, ſhe 
ſays, Lord Weſtbury will be here this 
evening. You, my friend, know my 
"heart ſo well, that you. will eafily ſup- 


Poſe that piece of intelligence muſt give 


me ſenſible delight. I believe it is as 
well he ſhould come firſt; he will be 


able to anſwer ſome of the thouſand 


- queſtions | have toaſk about my mother, 
But I find the thoughts of his coming 
have ſo entirely deranged all my ideas, 
that I muſt for the preſent lay down my 


what name to call myſelf; but depend 
upon it, however fate ſhall diſpoſe of me 
in this world, I ſhall ever remain, your 
uy affeQionate 355 ſincere friend, 


8 Salina. 
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1 0 U, my dear W . are 
ſo really and ſo honourably in love, will 
eaſily imagine the tranſports I felt at the 
ſight of my Selina. After an abſence ſo 
painful, ſhe received me with tears of 
Joy. Above the little arts and. affecta- 
tions of her ſex, ſhe was not afraid to 


on to me how much pleaſure my return 


gave her; and to acknowledge how ſe- 
verely ſhe. ſuffered at the time when I 


was ſuppoſed to have found a watery 


grave. Sad alternative, to the gentle 
boſom which new offers me repoſe. 1 


arrived here (as you would imagine from 


the hour in which l parted from you) not 
till very late; but at this houſe there 
are no "difficulties, and the expectation 
of a ape drove ſleep and laſſitude far 
n Lam ee with Mr. Sey- 

Vol. II. N mour, 


mour, whoſe Neeb nes of me was kind 
and flattering ; and his lady is all bene- 
volence. © Every one had fo much to aſk, 
and I ſo much to communicate, that it 
was broad day light ere we retired to reſt; 
and tis now, I am aſhamed to ſay, ab 
moſt one o'clock, and we are only Juſt 
riſen from breakfaſt. I have been —_ 
ing to my father, and while the pen 
ſtill in my hand, dedicate a few mo- 
ments to you. Be very grateful for this | 
favour, for I ſteal the moments given to 
vou from the ſociety - of her I love beſt. 
She is now in the garden with Mrs. Sey- s 
mour, in a ſtate of the moſt anxious foli- 0 
citude. This very evening Mrs; Scuda- ; 
1 


more and Mrs. Wentworth are _— 
ed; all our endeavours are neceſſary to 

ſupport my Selina on this awful, but 1 
wiſhed-for occaſion. I will cloſe A 
letter till to-morrow morning, that I may I 4 
give pou, fome Ve of their meeting. 


| /: 0:56 Hy ; 8 Tuche at Night. 

In the nid of al my eich att 1 
biden that you, my dear Drummond, 
and our ſympathizing friends at the Ab- 
bey, cannot be witneſſes of the happineſs 
| iich has been beſtowed on the party at 
Wansford. 
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Wansford. I cannot ſay, pure as it is, 
there is no alloy, for where on earth can 
it be found quite perfect? Mr. Went- 
worth 4s ſtill wanting to fill up the mea- 
ſure of our bliſs; the cloud that hangs 
over his fate is ſtill dark and obſcure; and | 
I fear that time, which diſcovers ſo 

mapy wonders, will fail to enlighten mane 
of our proſpect. 

The mother and the daughter 1 
met! Heavens! what a meeting ! and 
how unequal is my pen to a deſcription 
of it ! But I know Lady Julia will not 
forgive me if I paſs over in ſilence a cir- 
cumſtance ſo intereſting, and which her 
lovely friend is too much an actor in to 
be a harrator. I will therefore attem 
the taſk, premiſing, that her fair Lady- 
ſhip muſt take the will for the deed! 
and not expect a finiſned picture from u 
trembling hand. le e oft 

At dinner tobifcreed that Selina- had 
dreſſed herſelf with more than common 
care, but ſimple and unadorned; ex- 
cept, that on her arm ſhe. wore that 
bracelet, the preſent of a parent whom 

ſhe longed, yet half feared, to meet. 
80 diffident is ſhe of her own perfections, 
that her anxiety, leſt ſhe ſhould in her 
manners or appearance diſappoint her 
K 2 | fond 
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fond expecting mother, have been pain- 


ful to herſelf and even, to her friends, 
who can have no douhts on this ſubject.” 


Dinner over, the day began to wear 


faſt away. As the hour of expectation 


proached, Selina grew till more anxi- 


Ous. Reſtleſs, and — ever at the win- 


dow, her eyes ſtretching to its utmoſt 
extent, and ſtill bringing her heart no 
imelligence, I propoſed that we ſhould 
walk down the avenue; perhaps we 
might meet them. She ſeized with avi- 


dity my pftopoſal, and we walked 


ſometimes with a quick, ſometimes a 


low ſtep, till we reached the lodge. 
My tongue, prompted by my heart, 


forever recurs to that fond ſubjeQ ber 


Preſehce always inſpires, but fap! once it 
Was irkſome. Ceaſe, Weſtbury,” ſaid 
the dear gitl, © to-day, I cannot liſten 
to tales of love! duty and reverence 
take ſole poſſeſſion of my mind; that 


once more ſettled, We will plan ſchemes 


af future happineſs, and forget all our 


ft misfortunes. But where does my 
fancy ramble ? We will not forget, but 
.remember'them to make us humble, and 
o-remind us that we are mortal, and 
ill h able to rpg and to ſorrow”? [i 
eee - Arrived 
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Arrived at the high road, we heard no 
found of carriages; and returning a fe 
paces back, No, ſaid Selina, we 
will proceed; my mother will be pleaſ- 
ed with my impatience, but ſhe can 
never know to what an exceſs it is.“ 
At laſt the ſound, of wheels ſtruck- our 
ears; it was at a diſtance; but certain. 
Selina could hardly ſtand. Supported 


awhile by my arm. ſhe recovered her 


reſolution ; the carriage came in fight! 


Mrs. Scudamore ſaw us from the front. 


window, _ bad opened the door of the 
the time it came up with us. 
Mrs. Wentworth gave a ſcream of 


joy; in a moment her daughter was in 
her arms; but they could neither ſup- 


port themſelves or each other; and 
would have ſunk to the ground, had 

not we, the ſpectators of this moving 
ſcene, aſſiſted. It was ſome minutes 
before either found their ſpeech. At 
laſt, Mrs. Wentworth, in faultering ac- 
cents faid, © Yes, thou art my on 
Selina ! dear image of the beſt of men, 


thou needeſt not that pledge of love on 


thy arm to convince me of my happineſs! 
Every feature is thy father's, ſoftened 
by graces truly feminine, Oh! my 


Lord, I thought your picture had been 


K 3 „„ 
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too flattering? but it hardly comes up 
to the original, ſtrongly as you colour!“ 
Selina was much agitated. The ladies 
returned into the coach, and I followed 
the happy party on foot. We had again 
another joyful meeting to witneſs be- 
tween the two friends, and many tears 
ſhed in their fond embrace. Mr. Scuda- 
more was prevented by buſineſs attend- 
ing the ladies, but is to follow them in a 
„„ 
Farewel, my dear Henry; to-morrow 
1 hope to fix a time for my approaching 
happineſs. When ſhall 1 congratulate 
you on a ſimilar event? My beſt love 
to Lady Julia, tell her how I long to 
Call her by your name, and to thank 
her for beſtowing felicity on my friend. 


an. 
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ow juſt were your Nane my 
beloved friend, in thinking that your 


Julia would ſympathize with you in all 


be ſenſible ry pain, but I.find equal 
uneaſineſs; god not one chord of your 
heart is attuned. to joy which 2 not 


convey the moſt lively. pleaſure to my 


6wn. How thankful am, I that your 


firſt interview. with your mother is Over! 
You will, now, hope, be more calm 


and compoled than you poſſibly could be 
before you had ſeen her. Lord Welt- 
bury” 8 eiter relie ved us from a world of 


anxiety on your account. It Was wed 


a trying becaſion for your, fortitude ; _ 
meet ich a parent who bad underge 
ny 4 V; atiety « of adverſc four 5 | Bit 


ow a muſt her: heart. be to that 
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power, who has preſerved her child ; 


and who, after being ſnatched from her 


in the moſt cruel manner by a mercileſs 
tyrant, is reſtored to her again in all 
the lovelineſs of youth and virtue; free 
ions of a frail 
world, to which ſhe was expoſed a help · 
leſs innocent, without one kind hand to 
guide her inexperienced ſteps! _ 

My father defires me to tell you, tho* 
you have found other parents, you, ſtill 
remain his child; and that he cannot 
conſent on any account that Lord Weſt- 
bury ſhall receive you from any Hand 
but His; on which conſideration, as the 
marti At i is the parent of delay, he 
1 Va Wl whole party from Wansford 
to repair to Livingſton-Abbey immedi- 
ately. Lou know, Selina, My Lord St“ 
Chair loves to have every thing done in 
his own way, and I believe in this caſe 
does not expect to meet with any con- 
tradichion. 15 

1 muſt confels I am particularly a anxi- 
ous for your arrival. I have wiſhed for 
your ſociety very much lately, and am 
extremel " deſirous, of being YO: 
to Mrs, Wentworth. . Our Party Will 
not be half complete without the. Sey- 
mours and Scudamgres accompany 50 ; 

25 ut 
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By 1 hall write ie Elign on the ibs 
W would, not be. quite aſtoniſhed if 


you ſaw how peaceably we pals.our.time 
here; you never met with. two people 
more transformed than Drummond and 


myſelf; qe love in as quiet, alm, 
ang e 


dur lips; and we ſcarce know what a 
N 4 . As men are always encroach- 
ing, he has late]; fl. been very importun- 
ate wich me to ho 


833 different from What he expects. 
But, however, I have fo far relented, as 
to promiſe to give him my hand on the 


day you. beſtow vours n Weſtbury; 


. which, I think, ma) 5 of! 3 fervice 8 
b, as We, may take you for an ex- 
ample, which may be much wanted by 


us both 


two fuch giddy brains as ours. I am 


very doubtful what kind of figure We 
ſhall make in the great world; but we 


muſt do as well as we N ang leave the 
5 reſt to time and chance. if Gap 
Sir Henty and Lady Daunen are 


A expected very ſoon at Lord Mordinge 


XK ˙˖»˙ Gs 


a; Way, as any pair of 
Boys 'doves,i in, che country. The name 0 


al Mademoilelle de Sanzey never eſcapes 


en his happinels, as he 
n Calls it; but you know, Selina, that. re- 
4% mains to be Quads 3 and May turn, gut | 
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ton's; the gentlemen, to talk about 
| ſettlements, and the ladies about dreſs, 
"ſuppoſe, and ſuch ridiculous things; 
but I am reſolved for my fhare, not to 
give myfelf the leaſt concern about them, 
they may all take their own way. 
We had 'a vifit yeſterday from Sir 
Horace Wynn, I believe he enjoys my 
(confufion more than any earthly thing. 
"Tho" there was more company in the 
room, he could not refrain compliment- 
ing H. D. as he calls him, on the im- 
rovement in his ſpirits. It is a very 
e thing,” faid he, that little mi- 
chie vous dog Cupid choſe to ſend fome 
of his alt in ak another direction, and let 
"the lady feel the ſmart a little; it ſeems 
to have N a very agreeable change 
in the face of things here. H. D. is no 
more the ſighing diſconfolate ſwain he 
Was, but the happy contented lover. 
But db not bluſh, 9 good Lady * 
e are quite right, epend - key it; 
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aw, * Voull's he ſeaſon made for j yy 

e Love is then a . ERS l 

SA F Ae 

4 Do not be afraid ſhe will ark * 
ſelk with bluſting, Sir Horace,” faid 

- N — _ was ſeated, very 

Wl 22 01 ſurly, 
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ſurly, in a corner of the room, „it is a 
rare qualification now to be met with in 
a lady of quality ; the modern ſyſtem of 
education has totally exploded it; there 
is ſcarce one of them that has grace 
enough leſti to bluſſ for a fault when ſhe 
committed it.” „Oh, my Lord,“ faid 
Sir Horace, „ lady "of e cannot 
commit a fault; er; are all delicacy and 
perſeQion.” Hum !” ſaid Lord Mord- 
'10gton;, if thoſe are your ſentiments, 
Ve differ. widely, for I think they are 
meyer / out, of one. As his Kae did 
not ſeem in harmony to be trifled with, 
| onicHorace, ep eln did. nat, attempt ; 
nee loen be. 
Lam afraid — this ſpecimen you 
will not think Lord, Mardington. improv- 
| ed in _histemper..,; Tg lay the truth, he 
has been a little inglined to 2 — 2 5 
ee 18698 ee he. ſhould 
«become - quits good all at once but. I 
"have hope, when, he ſees his ſon fo.hap- 
nit ol Lhave a good. effect upon him. 
| we may all - 1 0 e 
= n earneit w W gude 
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Oer ee have rive witten 
yon {yet I ſtill have hope, "you will 
by not refuſe, my dear es 8 'ts prog 
and complete the happineſs of your 
"friends. Tou are never deaf to the call 
- of friendſhip,” haſten then, with your 
dear partner, to this hoaſe f jo; where 
Jon will fee every face drege0 10 ſmiles, 
| and even Lore Mordington in good/hu- 
mur. What can I ſay more o tempt 
"(you ? Even this 1 think will be unne⸗ 
**ceflary; for I know the proneneſs of your 
_ © difpotition to conifer all the happineſs 
r your power. The ſixteenth is the 
y fixed upon; Weſtbury and I have 
ned hard for an wa 9 day, but 
our old Lords, and my father aſſure us, 


n * writings cannot be finiſhed, 2 
7 that 
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Mut every! thing malt, be done — 
How dull and tedious are theſe lav 
ple; and how unlike lovers muſt t 
"Wale to hon a day that lands between 
them and happineſs is an eter nix. 
My father and mother arrived thte 
days ago; they met Lord and Lady St. 
Clair the next morning, te ſettle prel- 
minaries. My. Julia and 1, perfectly in- 
different about any ſettlement but that 
of the heart, ſtole out and left them to 
pleaſe themſelves. Oa our return (the 
conference not having broken up) Lord 
St. Clair aſked us where we intended to 
live 2. * for I declare, yaung folks, I 
will ha ve nothing to do with you. Nor 
I.“ ſaid my father. I turned to Lady 
Julia, # — ſubject I believe we have 
mei her of us thought, pon. As for my- 
ſelf 11 V. us. T5 4 91 T8 Þ9113-1 4 
* [+ IA * yy 40}: 9H 3 OV W ft £ 
91 * place me hw never _ 3 ; 


& Uabinds the, glebe or fans. the trees, 
en Where he e 13 75 . 


60 Sr 3 Jove gel ms the inclement 


by 
1 
0b peel de bem le Gürts ning ray 

Where rolls the rapid ehr of dad 5 
* « Love and the nymphiſnall char toils, 
che neh he n peng vs 
ö! ae Amiley,”. VS YI dN 
rigid : "IF N 


or * revvears, 


ttily applied, Ha „ 
1 ee 1 il 2 
ö lire mM e what think 
vou of my eſtate in Herefordſhire? 
whilſt you remain lovers it will be a pf 

„ ſant retreat.“ And if y with' to 

Idio the grekt world;”; ſaid Lord St. 
Elair, my beuſe in St. ames'& Squafe 
dis much at yo, ervice. When Julia is 
diſpoſed of I have no longer any ule for 
viti My Jodn and I can perhaps find en- 

S textainment enough at Livingſton ; and 
beben wer gtd dull, we Will viſit the 
young folks.“ f looked lat my fair arbi- 
est fotz her determinationg I admire 
Herefordſhire,” faid Ihe; of at} \things, . 
(and as to the houſe 'in/fowti'we will go 
there when: we are ticed of each other 3 
tdſocictyen Thus was the! Knott 
? ſettled at once 95250 we ſnall be hi Ph 
to ſhew you the Herefordſhire Lions any 
timer months! hende. We Art to 
ſpend” Ge month After our marriage 
„berg; another at Drummond: Place 64% 
a third with Weſtbury and tus Selina, 
who ſettle at ahe Lodge and. Lord Mor- 
ding tpnipends the winter at Bath. 
What Ahall-Litell yu more of dur af- 
gains f fon, rhar Mr! Scutlambore and 


1 have back lerters fron town, 
bb which 


— > 
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which ſay Mr. Dacre will come to no 
terms, and in conſequence of that a Bill 
in Chancery is immediately to be filed. 
At preſent we do not let any thing fo 
tireſome employ our thoughts, and the 
lawyers do juſt as they pleaſe; whilte:Wwe 
go hand in hand with the ſports, the 
loves, and the graces, and every hour 
-gives fome additionalproofs of merit and 
affection. We live but to love! Come 
directly, and witneſs our felieity. 
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WII IL — you FEE an ier inta 


J r preſence, my ever amiable Lady 


alta? I have much to hope from the 
oodneſs of your diſpoſition, and yet I 
fre 1 unwilling to riſk your diſpleaſure. 


lam a married man, and a ſober parſon 


and therefore ought not to be accuſed: of 
flattery; and yet were | only in plain 
unembelliſhed language to tell you how 

very much I admice- your underſtanding 


and your lovely perſon, I fear I ſhould 


not eſcape cenſure. But to prove, much 
as I admire your beauty and wit, I think 
your {ſweet temper exceeds them both. 
4 am going to put it to a ſtrong trial. 
Your Eliza, you know, is my wife; 


and without her I kno.] by experience, 


every hour would be dark, and each 


8a a 1 into melancholy. Will 
* 


— 


; 
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you then forgive me, when I ſay, I:can+ 
not accept of Lord St. Clair's obliging 
invitation; nar can I have the ſupieme 
ſelicity of beſtov / ing your Ladyſhip's fair 
hand on my friend. Believe me the 
mor tification falls heavieſt on myſelf, as 
the fitſt pleaſure this world can now give 
me, is making my Elza happy; and 1 
am ſenſible how: much ſhe would have 
rejoiced in once more embracing, her 
dear Lady Julia Harcourt, But bam 
ſure you will excuſe me, when you 
know the cauſe. Mr. Watſon has had a 
letter, with an account that his father 
was on his death bed; he and his wiſe 
ſet off immediately to ſee him. Phe 
diſtance is above two hundred miles, 
therefore I do not expect them back 
under a month, and long before that 
time you will have made Drummond 
as happy as my friendſhip. could 
_ wiſh him to be. I have undertaken the 
care of the pariſh in his abſence, and alſo 
of two young gentlemen who are placed 
with Mr. Watſon, and whoſe friends he 
was afraid of offending, by leaving them 
without their conſent. As I had nothing 
to prevent me at that time, I readily 
promiſed to aſſiſt the young gentlemen 

in purſuing their ſtudies; and at the 
*T IJ .! | ſame. 


erer 8 "Stott 
® : 
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ſuame time Eliza promiſed Mrs. Watſon 


her little ones ſhould find no want of a 
mother in her abſence. Theſe weighty 
charges have not been left to our care 
above a week; I am ſure your Lady ſhip 
will agree with me, it is cowardly to de- 


ſert our poſts, particularly a as aps were. 


of our own chooſing, 

I have taken ſome pains to- convince 
you, my dear Lady Julia, that we 
could not, with propriety, at preſent 
lea ve Wans ford; hut like an experienc- 


ed lawyer, Thave pleaded on both ſides 


the queſtion, and have endeavoured to 
perſuade your friend to attend you at 


Livingſton Abbey. Whether eloquerice 
muſt flow entirely fromthe heart to be 


at all times ſucceſsful Ecannot now de- 


termine, but I am ſure. mine was all ex · 


erted in vain; and what is very: uncom- 
* [rejoiced: in my: own defeat, 

I Ipromued"Eliza 1 would do all in my 
power to plead for pardon from you; 
this one argument more I willtuſe, that 
every ſentence contained in this paper 
comes from the heart a Toy prey. s 
. 2 1665519103 ies, 


F 


1 [: je +& ? * * 3 2 ws 
flier ent n aim E. Symon. 


Fa 3 * 3 | * "S HS: "4 
moon's frees thr , 2 1 8 lire 
21 1 ES ut 1549+: nie 1* 3 Sm 

* 2 
26) LE E T. 


WREATH OF FRIENDSHIP. 277 


LETTER LXXX. 
| Lady Julia Harcourt 0 Mrs. * . 
Lie eee. Abb: Js September I 0. 


I AM now well convinced, that no 
fituation in this life is exempt from mor- 
tification, or I ſhould not at this time, 
when every other happineſs ſmiles around, 
have been deprived of the ſociety of my 
beloved Eliza; and what is ſüll more 
diſtreſſing, your reaſon for refuſing. our 
requeſt is ſo very commendable, that 1 
cannot even have the ſatisfaction of re- 
primanding you for it. Tell Mr, Sey- 
mour, I think myſelf much obliged; to 
him for his polite letter, which I till 
have the grace to thank him for; not- 
withſtanding the contents were ſo little 
.conſonant to my wiſnes. 

Fou will eaſily believe, how. Want; joy 
the arrival of our friends has cauſed in 
this habitation. How much was I aſto- 


Ae in the appearance of Mrs. Went- 
- worth? 
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worth? Although you had mentioned 


her to me in terms highly favourable; 


yet 1 own from tlie peculiarity . of her 


birth and education, 1 did not expect to 
find her ſo elegant and accompliſhed as 
in reality ſhe is. Ms. Seudamore is an 
excellent little woman, ſhe ſeems fo 
happy, fo contented, and appears to 
enjoy herſelf a much in the idea of be- 


ing once more in her native country, 
that it is a treat to me to paſs my tin 


with her. Drummond and ſhe are ve 


great friends; he has juſt called to drive 


Her out in his phacton. She was laſt 
Night expreſſing her admiration of the 
Eügliſn peaſantry; after being uſed to 


: 3 of the Ealt, ſhe ſaid it was 
wcordial to her ſpirits to ſee them. 'Drum- 


mond ſaid, if ſhe had ſo much pleaſure 
in ſeein the Engliſn peaſants in general, 
he would, if agreeable to her, introduce 


Her to a race of happy mortals,” — 4 


had the honour of claiming Lady s 


Clair as their benefactteſs; the ſight 05 


"whom he was ſure, would deli ght her 
beyond expreſſion.” She readily” accept- 


5 ba of his propoſal ; it had long =, 


Scudamore's wiſh and hers to eſtabliſh a 


et of hap 5p) WS about them, and ſhe 


took — St. Clair 
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ms her model, ſnie fiould be able to put 
po pre in execution. They are n6w 

upon a round of viſits in the neigh- 
Poulton, from'which Iam fure the Will 
return much pleaſed With my mother” 8 
MUHSEent, ES. 

Lord Mordington has behaved upon 
2s! occaſion” better than we could al- 
möôſt hive hoped. Mr. Drimtinond 
thotght it neceſſary to acquaint Him 
with the whole of Mrs. Wentworth's 
ſtory, before the came, and therefore 
took an'opportunity to do ſo when he was 
ſupping with us a few evenings before. 
He did not reliſh it at all; he could 
ſcarcely conceal his ſentiments ſeveral 
times; at laſt, When it was quite finiſh- 

ed, * lam extremely ſorry for what you 
tell me, Hen enry,” ſald Re, Ido nat 
Care Who her parents had Gen, had they 
| only been Honeſt ' and Enghſh; but I 
have a national prejudice againſt foreign- 
ers. 'T cannot endure the thought, of 
my ſon's marrying any but an Eng im 
woman, tho' ſhe 'was' deſcended font an 
Indian Princeſs. It hurt my feelings 
extremely, ev even the thoughts of your 
bringing à French woman into the fami- 
lp, and this is much worſe; and then 
9 her own' — having burnt her- 


ſelfk ! 
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4 ſelf! there is ſomething ſo ſhocking and | 
SS paganain the idea, I cannot bear it. No, 
1 1957 believe the beſt way will be to break 
off the conneQtion at once, and let us 
hear no more of it.” Hold there, 41 : 
e, faid my father, * you muſt - 
* - ns leave to interfere. in that point. oh 
3 have already paſſed your word to Lord 
Weſibury, and no parent has a right to 
= retract a promiſe made to a child. Since 
1 then, their umon is inevitable, let me 
intreat you not to break in upon your 
| ſon's happineis by any reflection upon 
* Selina or her friends. he is a charming 
girl, and I will anſwer for it will make 
Him happier than any other, woman, tho? 
Fou had fought round the world for a J 
ber bim.“ ; 
7 - - | Tots now, my Lord St. Clair,” ſaid | 
0 Lord Mordington, you are always ſo : 
Paff onate, ſo violently. paſhonate and 
haſty, there i is no; dealing with you; let 
: them marry, with all my. heart, and ; 
make, the beſt of it; but it is very hard N 
Fl cannot ſpeak my own ſentiments of it I 
=: neighbour, v without being ſnapped . 
3 up in that manner. But I fancy you are 
10 75 for the pe ace of your Child, as | 
p call her; and to tell. you the truth, 1 
E e have had eee that 
X bo * I 
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ſhe u your child in a more literal ſenſe 
than 50 wiſhed to acknowledge her; 
but I find I am miſtaken, as many wiler 
men than my ſelf have been.“ N 
From this prelude we had no cv 
5 to think he would acquit himſelf 
well when Mrs. Wentworth came; but 
however he came to dinner yeſterday 
with Sir Henry and Lady Drummond, 
behaved with great politeneſs and atten- 
tion to Mrs. Wentworth; talked to hear 
of the connection that was likely to take 
place between Lord Weſtbury and her 
daughter; ſaid he intended to give up 
Weſtbury-Lodge to them, and requeſted 
we would all dine with him the next day, 
that they might determine if any altera- 
tions were neceſſary to be made. I was 
abſolutely aſtoniſhed, and believe 1 
ſhould ſcarcely have given credit to my 
ſenſes, had I not been well convinced it 
as Lady Drummond's influence over 
him that had wrought this wonderful 
change. She is a very ſenſible woman, 
and the only perſon breathing that can 
in the leaſt control Lord Mordington's 
impetuous ſpirit. He acknowledged to 


me in the courſe of the day, that he | 


thought there was ſomething: particularly 
. and intereſting in Mrs. Went- 


worth's 


you," who ſays 
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4 ne 


ſon and manners; he was 
ſorry ſne had ſuffered ſo much, but it 


was no wonder, for there was not ſo 


black a crime on the face of the earth as 
diſobedience, I have ſuffered this noble 


Lord and his concerns to occupy my pen 


ſo long, that 1 had almoſt! forgotten a 
promiſe I made Selina, of apologiaing to 


mariner upon the terrace waiting for 
3 he has a few words to 


communicate of the utmoſd. conſequence 


ic your future happineſs and tranquillity.” 


£4:A'ſhip+wrecked mariner] Julia, good 
heavens! what can he want with me, 
What ſhall I do?“ G0 down by all 


means, but do not, my good friend, 
alarm yourſelf ſo much; 1 Weſt⸗ 


bury, who wiſhes to hand! you to the 


a bour where of late you have experienc- 
ed ſo many doubts and uncertainties, 
g Ant! you may now enjoy the opening 


proſpect of felicity that is before you.“ 
Nou have the ſtrangeſt way of doing 


even the moſt common things, my Julia; 


Jou really terrify me; [have ſo TS; 


| Lo Res that my father is * 


21 


9 1 


Jou for her not writing to-day. I went 
into her dreſfing room juſt before I fat 

down to write; if you are not particu- 
_4arly engaged, there is a ſhip · Wwrecked 


ft mes wr od . a4 ain ed GE 
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if that ſhould. be the caſe, ho 42 tell 
to what miſerable ſtate f le may be re- 


duced ? But I cannot now go down, t f 
Weſtbury; I am going to make m 
acknowledgments to my be beloved Ma 
Seymour, for her many acts of kindneſs 
to me, and I cannot longer. delay; nay, 


1 refle&. upon myſelf for deferting i it 
long.” Do not tell me of acknow 


ledgments, E. will undertake to m A 
them all for you in a trice. 'Y: will try 
you by a court martial of my o ideas, 
and engage to have vou, honourably, ac- 
quitted; do not you 2u know I am getieras 
lifims of all the troops. here,” arid that 
my power even extends to you Poor cen» 
tinal that is at preſent ſtationed at Wanſ- 
ford-Houſe. Alons! ma petite no 
more ſcruples I beſeech you.” _ 

With ſome difficulty I perſuaded hey 
to go; and you ſee what an admirable 
counſel ſhe had given her cauſe to, when 


1 had almoſt forgot to mention it; but 


I know my Eliza feels as | do upon this 
occalion, and takes too much pleaſure 
in knowing Selina happy, to make an 
apology neceſſary, Poor girl! it is 
really a misfortune to have too feeling a 
heart; for even at this time of tivity 
I am certain the ſuffers many: an anxious. 
Vol.. II. L. : hour 
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tour in the oſt CN hat bet fither's f 
tuation may roba 5e. It is 4 107 
nity 'Mrs 8. Went 9 AM the Te 
ring Henfeives to think that he has 
. ſince bor numbered with, the 
ea 

We ate g 2 ta dine at 1918 Mor- 
dington' 8. 459 have ſcarce left my felf 
time to adorn my. perſon, or in the Com- 
man phraze to drels, which you will al- 
low.is a great omiſſion now, When I am 
upon my preferment. To rectify it as 
quickly. as poſſible, I muſt at this mo- 
ment declare mylelf with real. APY 


your. Very erke ee PRs 


Ane 1 oro? mee 


ie v. hien. 
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+HQ >Mmyicver lively Julia both pre 
vented my writing, and made my apo- 
logy yeſterday, I cannot longer excuſe” 
myſelf from ſending a few words to 


ani balaved rs. Seymour for 


her many adds of friendſtip and kindneſs 
to me. Believe me, they are written in 
indelible characters on my heart, which* 
time can neither weaken nor effac. 


We are here placed in the happieſt ſi- 
tuation; yet even here a ſigh will ſome- 


times intrude. I ſee a cloud hang over 
ki y mother's; brow;/ which, tho' ſhe takes 

L poſſible pains to conceal; it cannot 
eſcape! m 4 and the certain- 
ty of * one parent has ſuffered, maxes 
me apprehenſive that the other may be 
ſtruggling! under a fate no leſs ſevere; 
* a * all in my power to baniſh rer 
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courſe makes her a great 
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flections ſo painful. I have fo many rea- 


ſons to be thankful, that it would be the 


height ef ingrptitude to. fuffer:one care 
to deſtroy my peace, when every other 


bleſſing courts my attention; and in- 


deed Weſtbury feels ſo. acutely for every 


pain of mine, that on his account I en- 
deavour to ſuppreſs every anxious 
thought. The kindneſs, of every indi- 


vidual here to my deareſt mother, is you 


will imagine, a ſource of great joy to me,; 
their affection to us eee un. 
bounded. WW VE 

We dined Feline at Lord Mord 
ington's, he behaved, as Julia ſays, won- 
derfully well; indeed, Lady Drum- 
mond would make any party agreeable; 
ſhe is one of the moſt accompliſhed wo- 
man I ever met with. She is quite de- 
lighted with Julia; and ſays, that ſhe 
did not think that there had been any 
woman ſo well calculated to make Drum- 


mond happy. There is a quickneſs in 
her manner, ſne obſer ved, that keeps up 


his attention; and ſhe never before ſaw 


| Iivelines and ſenſibility fo happily blend- 


ed together. Her partialit 2 to Julia A 
vourite wit 


Lord and Lady _ . Clair, ſo Nen hope, 
11 Hftigck 6119 * * $47 138 0; F _ 


«N $4 
brei _ . 


* 
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updn the big it is a | connetion. to be: 
ftow happineſs on all parties concerned. 

: 3 was a matter of debate after din- 
r yeſterday, Whether Mr. Drum 
mot caald or 975 nöt {Glicit to be 
made a Peer. $1 r Henry tummond. 
faid he would hefty a erf upon bis 5 
ſon that would ſupport a title With bril- 
liancy and ſplendour; Lord St, Clair 
. as if it would be a oratification to 
him; but did not ſay much upon the 
tubject. Julia was ſtrenuous againſt it; 
ſhe” would rather have him Plain Mr. 
Drummond than any thing elſe in the 
world. Thank you, my dear Lady 
Julia,“ ſaid Putnam, but ſurely I 
was not ſo vain of my beauty that you 
need to have taken this public op- 
tunity of humbling me, by infotm- 
ing the company that you did not think 
me handſome.“ But my dear,” ſaid 
o you cannot always be gra- 
tifted in having him Mr. Drummond, 
for at my death you know he will of 
'courſe be a baronet.” cannot en- 
dute, Sir,“ ſaid Julia, “ to. anticipate 
evils, it was always a gainſt my nature, 
and therefore we wil if you pleaſe, 
drop the ſubject; in the ſincere hope 
that he will continue many years, not- 
NAA the gentleman does not 
* ſeem 


Saen lc th 
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b SPI Nan Ar. Drier 
er Vf Scudamore is ſo perfectly pleaſ- 


bappy with this party, that | 
fo e has almoſt, p 12 5 ade 
1 are 9 a handſo 
Nahe and eſtate, which, is to | fold in in 
Herefordſhire, near the place where they 


are to reſide. Julia is quite delighted 


with the idea, for we ſhould all have heen 
fixed. in a corner, and ſne would ave 
. 13 out 9 fe Þ but 1005 
das vaſtly 

thouſand 


S *&a& FF SE 34 


| 1. how 1 5 are to paſs th eir time; 


manufactories 
they are to. tronize;, in ſhort, they. are 
P be a bleſh ing to the whale, neighbaur 


7 "Mrs. Scudamore ſ=ems 78 — ſatisfied 
with her natiye country... As we return- 
ed from a cool autumnal walk this morn- 
ing, How much better is this, Lionel,” 
2 ſhe, * than, wandering on the flat | 


| Toofs,; at Madras, in ſearch of a little freſh. 


Air, Which was ſure; to prove . fruitleſs la- 
bour, and end in diſappointment.” {000 
I am auen to attend the Springs? 
down ftairs. Adieu, my dear Mrs. Se 


mour; believe me at all times, and on 


* calions,. Ws; age? 


7 4 "Selina . ame. 


SS 
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LETTER LXXXIL = 


Henry Drummond, Eſq. to the Rev. 
| pos Seymour. 


E September 1 on 


“ Hear me, y e nymphs, and e aan 


es hw Fit love me, 1 40948; 


2 » 4A x; 4 
_ 7 


rt ut Har the bus this ſmilin 
morn, beſtowed upon me her dear hand; 
and in that gift is comprized all the 
world's wealth. 


Weſtbury has received the ume pre- 


cious He from Selina! "Judge then, 
my dear Seymour, of our tranſport! 
but believe, that even now' we ceaſe no 
to remember your friendſhip; and have 


yet one wiſh left ungratified, that of 


yours and mf Eliza' 8 Kea on this 
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: | e September 17. 
7 175 | 
Era, my dee Eliza, . were you 
abſent when ſo many of your friends 
were made happy? and when their wiſh 
for your preſence was ; almoſt the only 
one un the! 5 I know the reaſon of 
it, and how much it redounds to your 
honour ; but ſtill I feel that I ſbould have 
© been bett r. ſatisfied had it been other- 
WG and had you been permitted to 
e "ſhared ior felicity. of your. friends. 
ry 100 Juſt ſtolen away from the compa- 
ny, to give you ſome. account of our 
proceedings. Lady Julia, ſaw me take 
up my candle, where are you going, 
Mrs. Scudamore,” ſaid ſhe? not to 
legve us long, I hope?” © No longer 
than to write a feet full of intelligence 
to Mrs. Seymour.” © Ah, you are a 


| good 1 ſaid * * tell her how well 
r | I love 
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1 vive her, and that Thave been think 


ing of writing'to her all the day, but 
'knew not how to begin my Own 1107 


However, T will very fooh get the better 


of this indolence, and write her a very 


long letter by way fool 8 91 
r. Drummond moſt 


ſevetely, at back gammon, and that hi- 


her I am beatin 


krherto he beats it Wy patiehiely.” 1 
ARS} - hope'you' do not” expect! an account 


of the 'weddings in a ſentimental ſtyle, 
berguſe 1 really am not equal to fuch an 


Kg chin! Teen able eier The 


day Was the fineff of all pofſible days, 
And the ceremony was conducted with 
the-atmoſt( folemni fit y.” Lord Mording- 
toll attended at the church; and was in 
perfect g ood humor all the day. After 
tbe 3 the coaches were ordered, and 
e Went to fee Lord Biss houſe and 
Be. Where neither Lionel or myſelf 
ad ever been. We found it a very 
reeable plaß, atid returned home only 
in time to drefs for diuner. The dreſſes 
of the brides was ſimple and elegant. 
Lady Weſtbury's-ornaments were few; 
on her arm ſhe wore the bracelets given 


— her mother; and around her 


ndant to a firing of pearls, hung 
Wen . Lord 
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| Lord Weſtbury's; picture. Lady Julia 


ad over her girdle, a fauſſe montre, 15 
1 ing Mr. Drummond's s hair; and | 
handkerchief Was red with a ite 
golden arrow, the preſent, ſhe informed 
DF of her true love.“ 

Alter tea we had a little concert ; ö and 
in the hall were the ſogs and daughters 
_ of the tenants of both families, merrily 

footing it to a tabour and pipe. It was 
a great addition to, their pleaſure to dance 

one. dance in company with, the; brides 
aud bridegrooms, who were ſo good hu- 

moured as to propoſe our going down 
and joining this Jovial grew. Igo not 
think Lever danced, 0 a happier party. 
This morning Lord and Lady Weſtbury 
went to breakfaſtiwith Lord Mordiogton. 

Mrs. Wentworth was, of the party, at 
this particular deſire; you cannot imagine 

lite be is to her. I neh ae! tell 
Yup er bel lieve ſhe will be a-counteſs, at-la 


.She ſmiles through her tears, and, . 
me for my levity; and in the midſt. of 
all her good fortune cheriſhes an | unayail- 
01 egret for her loſt huſbdan. 


his morning the gentlemen — 


a walk in the park. Nothing could be 
more tempting than the day, or more 
* een os 3 Vour 


uͤmble 


E 1 


* at A. " FB | FS 
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humble ſervant... Lor 5 Clair, Mr. 


Drummond, ang Mr. udamore, we 
our attendants. Yau. "know the 1 
of the grounds, anc you. know. alſo how 


1 ad mire hy 1 a nd  Purling 9 80 : 
E 


inſealibly way into a obe 
which. in the midſt of ſummer, wolld. be 


almoſt quite dark, but at this 77 only 


barely excludes. the fun... Come bac 
Mrs. Scudamore, ſaid. W 
* and do not — me Jut 10 1 a place 


that always inſpires, Melanc; oly,, even 5 


when Julia is leaning on my arm.“ Ahl 
then,” ſaid Julia, “ this is the yOu ſpot a 


where you met Mr. Selwyn; le let Mt 
haſten, away, 1 would not Ray a. mo 
ment longer in it for a kingdom! {> 


muſt imagine all the kind looks Drag 2 


151 0 in return for this ſentence, and 


You will not, I think, doubt his gratitude. 
he ſtor I had never heard, and we 


ALE on the de till we got to 
little —.— ground adjoining. to the road 


leading, from, Weltbury- odge, 121 


Wine: is ſeparated, from it. hy. a. 
| of horn-b san, Which ti ly te 


92 park paling. Lord St. Clair stoppen 


„Mr. Sea laid he, * you a 


mite fine. trees, look. at, t 


4, POINURS 
HH e which. Was {gray tha. ae ; 
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gious dee. Lionel, you know, is 
8 rious, he muft know the height bb r the 
tree, and not content with that, its 


. ankert allo. The gentlemen 


began meaſiring, and Lady Julia took 
me by the uren and Ted me away. We 
had not walked many paces when we 
obſerved on looking back that they were 
Alk Very intent upon ſometlüng, but I 
could not tell What. Lady Jr ' quick- 
'ened her pace, and Lord 80 Clair called 
büt, Julia! Julia! come here and ex- 
plain this myſtery?“ She coloured, 
Ah, faid ſhe, I thoug ht © they would 
Miſcover my folly : It was what I feared 
ben they obſerved the tree. But it is 
no matter no...; I may as well tell the 


= 15557 as not. E We arrived once more at 


N the tree. Fray, Julia, can you ex- 
e this infcription? © Here J. H. took 
Fer laſt look LF „ What does this 
me 17 "fa ladies, can y vou unriddle it 4 
aid Lord St. Clair, Haig very ſig mi- 
ea ntly-at his daughter, who, dr evertn 
from her confuſion, ackriowledged her- 
elf the cat ver of theſe words. At the 
3 time, ”faid ſhe, when Mr. Drummond 
Was lying ill of the wound he received in 
Ade fatal rencontre we have juſt talked of, 
Pity heart was not much at eaſe; and 
| my 


—— 
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my only conſolation was in the accounts 
] received of his health. I concluded we 
ſhould never meet more, and determined, 
if poſſible, to take a laſt look. I found 
out by queſtioning the ſervants, the day, 
and nearly the hour, he was to leave the 
Lodge; and fixed upon this ſpot as the 
moſt likely. to give me that indulgence. | 
J left Seſina at her work, and walked 
about till I heard the noiſe of the carriage. 
1 thought 1 ſhould have ſunk at the 
found; I had hardly ſtrength to lean 
againſt this telitale-tree; thro? that oben. 
ing in the hedge I ſaw the poſſeſſor of 
my heart, as I thought, for the aft time. ö 
How latiguid'and how pale he looked the 
very remembrance makes me ſhudder. 
1 ſunk down on the bank for a conſidera- 
ble time, loſt in thought; and was only 
rouſed by the ſound of the firſt dinner 
bell. I returned howe, but came the 
next morning to record on the bark of 
the tree my miſery, and what IL. then 
thought my weakneſs; but you will not, 
I think, deſpiſe me for this confeſſion, 
Henry ? and Mrs. Scudamore is herſelf | 
ſo open to theſe impreſſions, that ſhe will 
hardly be the firſt to laugh at me.” 

For ever ſacred to love then,” replied 
Mr .. Drummond, be this charming 


1 : ſpot! 
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ſpot ! Here, my deareſt Julia, we will 
often return and renew our vows; and 
to the laſt moment of my life ſhall be 
remembered this auſpicious hour.“ The 
dinner bell once more rung, unwillingly 
we left this intereſting ſcene. I then de- 
termined to ſend you this anecdote, be- 
cauſel am certain you will never hear it 
from Lady Julia. My lively friend is 
Juſt come to deſire the favour of my company. 
Good heavens!” / ſaid he, what a vo- 
lame have you written.” 1 Yes; and your 
Ladyſhip is the principal heroine.” (That 
is not fair, why was not Selina to have 
her ſhare in the novel ?; She certainly 
dught to haye been. the moſt conſpicuous 
character eſpecially, as you began the 
romance of her life, you are bound to 
Finiſh itz but, come away, you ſhall not 
to- night ſcribhle another line.“ There 
was no refuling her requeſt; 14 * — 
deat Eliza, join all our belt, wiſhes. We 
deave this agreeable family in three days, 
and pay our intended wißt 1 N.. Manger 
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riends ; r blunt that keen deſire 1 

— to communicate happineſs. Tis 

F the ee I haye now to offer 

98 oh gitor 
but while we rieve for the ſitua- 
be one, 05 Wl 1180 ourſelyes that 
he, ſufferings of the other are near an 

oe f fürther delay 1 Will. fot 

7 the circumſtances t at; have given 

birth to theſe reflections, a and leave you 

to comment upon the Lan n intricate 
ways of providence,” 
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ſently employed. Lord St. Clair broke 


and exclaimed! God God tis from 


to ſay to me?” „Oh, do let us hear,“ 


company. KH read as ne ET 
| be Dear Lord, Mit 


166. gency of 5 affairs, I appeal to your 
F humanity, when I dare not to yo 
rend ß. ' The former is, 1 know, 


| keiten all title to. That 
and imperabfity wHich' Fou have al- 
Ways Nane, and” ey ften trikd to 
moderate, has at laſt, I believe, prov- 


ving, I much fear 


* in te Biſtikæ, for 


# toward. I was ſeized immediately, 
ae and all flight prevented. Luckily 1 
« was 2 and my purſe, which 
1 was tolerab fall, is ftill in my 780 
ion; duchis tte on means by whi 
© Youcoultrebeive aity owledgeof 5 


n Ame. 


i 


-- 


. rr | 


the ſeal 905 a 1. — with the Etench ſtamp, 
Mr. Setwyn.! what can he pollibly have 


ſaid my dear little wife. «Oh db Tet us 
hear,” was echoed: by all the females in 


35 a hs + pints exi- 


ever active; the latter, g fear, Fhave 
5 raſhneſs 


200 my ruin, and your predictions are 
«'yetified. I ar 4 1 at preſent, 


taken froina hu na e his exiſtence. 
My fite has, indeed, been 'vety un- 
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fate. Lentreat of you to uſe” your in- 
« tereſt with the Duke of Di—, who, 
as public miniſter, may have it in his 


power to effect my releaſe, ſhould 't 
have been ſo fortunate as not mortaily 


to have wounded my antagoniſt, who is 


« German officer, and the huſband of 


«© Mademoiſelle de Sanzey, the unfor- 
© tunate cauſe of this event. I have 


“not time to relate particulars, nor is my 


mind equal to a confeſſion of all my 


* guilt. Should I ever have the hap- 
„ pineſs of throwing myſelf at your feet, 


* you ſhall then be acquainted with the . 


* circumſtances that led to my misfor- 


tune; and by accuſing myſelf, I will 


« deprecate your reſentment.” 
„My only conſolation is, that I am 


not left alone to my own reflections. 


% have a fellow priſoner, who is alſo an 
* Engliſhman, ignorant of his erime, 
*'tho” he has been confined for ſome 


years. He ſeems deſerving a better fate 


© than conſtant affliction, which he ſays 
has been his companion ſinee the firſt 
„twenty years of his life. His name is 
„Wentworth, and he has a largo: flare 
in Devonſnire.— en n BOT: 


This laſt ſentence put an entire flop . 
0 the concluſion of the letter. Mrs: 


Wentworth's 
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Wentworth's tea - cup dro opped from her 
| hand, and Lady Weſtbury ' roſe from 
her ſeat, unknowing what ſhe did. In a 
moment her arms were thrown around 
the neck of her mother, who funk 
ſpeechleſs into her chair. All was con- 
fuſion and aſtoniſnment! the concern 
ve felt for poor Selwyn at the beginning 
of the letter was entirely forgotten; and 
be thought of nothing but Mr. Went- 
orth, and the angular aer. of his 
ſtua tion. 

Mis. Wentworth, recovering from the 
Auper, ſurprize had occaſioned, preſſed 
her daughter to her Heſom. and ſaid, 
in faultering accents, . now 1 am ati 
fied ! I have lived to hear of my Charles, 
perhaps may yet ſee him! Oh! thou 
_ . bountiful. and - beneficent Being, who 
haſt guided my wandering i ſteps thro! 

life, — ſhall 1 thank thee for all this 

good beſtowed on a repining ereature ? 
the moments of my life will be too ſhort 

to pour out all my gratitude! but my 
| Selina, will take up the taſk, and never 
geaſe to praiſe the e author pf 30 this hap- 
pineſs. 
N wane ul hows: | believe, before; we 

thought of finiſhing our repaſt, were at 
al bene or could (ite. what ſtep 
141 was 
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vas beſt to be . to expedite the re- 
leaſe of theſe two gentlemen. Weſtbu- 
ry generouſly offered to ſet off imme- 
diately, and proceed to Paris as faſt as 
poſſible. Lady Weſtbury looked as if 
the wiſhed to be one of the party; but 
it was over-ruled, and determined that 
ſhe and Mrs. Wentworth ſhould remain 
at the Abbey, till the return of Lord 
Weſtbury. He is gone to the Lodge to 
inform Lord Mordington of his intenti- 
ons, and returns hete to an early dinner. 
and means to he in London to- night. 

My Julia is retired with her two friends, 
whats. agitations are really painful, and 
who want both comfort and conſolation. 
Poor Selina can hardly ſupport the idea of 
Weſtbury's being once more at the mer- 
ey of the waves; and Mrs. Wentworth's 
fears: almoſt get the better of her hopes. 
For my mart] | feel great compaſſion for 
the fate of poor Selwyn, and concern for 
the unfortunate Roſalia, whoſe impru- 
dence, I fear, has occaſioned this event; 
and thank heaven, that interpoſed in my 
favour; and preſerved me from everlaſting 
W to confer on me ſupreme bliſs. 

Adieu, my dear friend the poſt allows 
me no more time for reflection. That I am 


ever RIS 1 at you will always 2. B. : 
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5 8 and I myfelf hank ent in 
proper form our congratulations to our 
deareſt friends at Livingſton: | But a 
12 1 ray is not ſufficient to ſa- 

Il heart, my Julia; you have 
He * defervedly dear to- me, and at 
this moment my heart expands with 
gratitude to that all bountiful goodneſs, 
who has conducted you thro* every dan. 


bliſs. That the ſame kind arm may 
ntly lead you thro? - the maze of life, 
Tee from every tormenting care, is my 
woſt⸗ earneſt wiſ. Lou have every 


proſpect of happineſs, and I flatter -my- 


felf no dark ſhade will ever intercept the 
view. Tour own good ſenſe will teach 
you, that to enjoy with moderation and 
| i gg the — kind heaven has 

3 


er, and placed you in a ſtate ſo full of 


W 
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beſtowed off us, is the moſt acceptable 
return we can make for the bleſſings re- 
ceived. Drummond is in every reſpect 


ſuitable to your diſpoſition; and I doubt 
not but I ſhall have the happineſs of ſeeing | 
you a pattern of conjugal felicity ; and 
I can from experience aſſure; you, that 
no ſtate, in this world can be compared 


with that of a happy married life. Aſſure 
my dear Lady Weſtbury, that I include 


her in all my good wiſhes. I never felt 
{oinclined to ſwerve from my duty as at 
preſent; believe me, I am truly mortifi- 


ed not to make one at Livingſton; but 


Mr. and Mrs. Watſon will ſoon be at 
home, and we will, on the wings of 


friendſhip, fly to join your happy party. 
We have had Lord Malbourn with: us 
for a few days; he is gone upon a ſhoot- 


ing party into Yorkſhire. He ſays he 


ſnall from thence write his congratulati- 
ons to Mr. Drummond; but he greatly 


fears they will not be ſincere, as Drum 


mond has married the only woman he 
ever wiſhed 40 call his wife. But do not 
be uneaſy, he ſeems to bear the diſap» 
pointment with true ſtoical fortitude 
and may in time be induced: to think 


ſome other fait-one - worthy of - ſuch a 
diſtinction. He is a deſer ving and agree- 


ain 


able 
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able young man, and as: the greateſt 
compliment 1 can pay him, 1 wiſh him 
well murried. Fam, indeed; roy Julia, 2 
fincere convert to your neuen ts upon 
the ſubject of matimony and I hope 
you will yourſelf ' experience with how 
much . propriety you reaſoned. '' But it 
muſt not be expected that every” giddy 
boy and girl, whoſe' romantic notions 
_ entice them to ſeek their happineſs in a 
Scotch wedding, ſhould meet with the 
fame golden hours, which are promiſed 
to thote only who love with truth, and 
marry with diſcretion. We have 4 con- 
vineing proof at this moment at Wans⸗ 
ford, 4 all are not happy that are 
married. Tour old friend, Miſs Har- 
grave, has thought proper to take a trip 
to Gretna-Green with a young officer. 
His inducement too 'plainly appears to 
have been the profpet of hey father's 
fortune; hets, I preſume, a froſic. But 
they are wofully awakerttd from their 
dieam of pleaſure; her father has refuſ- 
ed to ſee them or aflift them; Hls telati- 
ons cannot do any thing for them; and 
as a laſt reſource they are come to her 
uncle s at Wans ford 
I have never ſeen Mag but With in fi- 
nite 3 for it is dreadful to leck oe. 
ward 


Fg 
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ward to a long life of miſery , and ſuch, 
I fear will be their lot. He is ſullen, and 
ſhe is extremely perverſe. Did but the 
giddy unthinking part of the world ſee - 
theſe two young people as they now are, 
they would not flight thoſe kind admo- 
nitions their more experieneed friends 
would ſo willingly give them. But I 
have no time Bo moralizing, nor you 
occaſion for my lectures. That ſucceed- 
ing years may roll on, and ſtill find you 
happy, is the prayer of your 
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e Eliza, for your congrafulations and 
| kind wiſhes. 1 ſincerely hope they will 
be all accompliſhed, and Selina and my- 
ſelf be held up to all our female acquaint- 
ances, as patterns of conjugal felicity. 
I fully expected to have diſpatched this 
letter to you with a long account of our 
mirth, feſtivity and fealting, but alas 
the brighteſ proſpects are ſooneſt over- 
ſadowed; and we are once more re- 
duced to a ſtate of care and anxiety. 
But I own myſelf ſanguine enough to 
hope, that this is but a paſſing cloud, 
which will ſoon be over, and will only 
ſerve to render our happineſs more per- 
manent and durable, by reſtoring to Mrs. 
Wentworth her long loſt huſband. Poor 


woman! your will "ny" conceive what 
her 


fia th Hy Corio; vieattioy 24 Hits, 
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her feelings will be on this occaſion; 'ſhe * 


is ſometimes depreſt with apprehenhons,! 
and then again exulting in the hope of 
once more ſeeing her beloved Charles. 
Lord Mordington came to ſit an hour or 
two with us laſt night. Mrs. Went 
worth's ſpirits had been ſo 1 * 


all day, and as : ſhe: ſeemed not at 


diſpoſed to take her ſhare Nel ersten 
my mother propoſed to her to join them 


in a rubber at whiſt. She readily agreed 


to the propoſal, as indeed ſhe does to 
every thing ſhe thinks her friends wiſn 
her to comply with. But I could not help 


obſerving the effort was painful to her; 


and therefore determined, as ſoon as 
poſſible, to releaſe her from an exertion 


{fo diſagreeable. do not know what 


you think of it, good people,“ ſaid I, 
„but I look upon my preſent ſituation | 
to be completely uncomfortable; here 
ſit I, like a poor forſaken matron, all 
alone, whilſt Monſieur Drummondi is 
playing off his whole artillery of com- 


pliments to the Lady Selina, who, by 


the by, is receiving them with as many 
ſweet ſmiles as if there were no ſuch 
perſon as Lord Weſtbury in exiſtenee. 
But I muſt inform you, I think theſe - 
proceedings ought to be checked at tke 

Vol. II. M N 
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very firſt ; and therefore, if you pleate, 
Mr. 6 Drummond, to take Mrs. Went 
worth's cards, we willi retire to her dreſſ- 
ing room, to conſider in what manner 
her daughter: ought: to be puniſhed, for 
enęeeuraging you, in; your old love of. 
flirtation:? She: readily ſa my deſign, 
and leaning | upon my: arm we quitted: 
the room. How much am I obliged to 
you, my dear Lady Julia,“ - ſaid ſne, for 
thus procuring my releaſe, Who would 
expect ſo much ſerious thought joined to 
ſolarge a ſhare of vivacity as you ſeem 
poſſeſſed of; a little private converſati- 
on with you was the very wiſh my heart 
was ſighing after at that inſtant. My 
Selina's ſpirits are ſo very weak, 41 dare 
not tell her half my hopes and fears, leſt 
I ſhould too much depreſs: her gentle 
frame; and to ſay the truth, her own 
ſhare of anxiety ſeems at preſent almoſt 
more than ſhe can bear; it is very un- 
fortunate ſhe ſhould be parted from Lord 
Weſtbury at this time. Poor girl! when 
ſhe conſiders the fate of her mother and 
grandmother, well may ſhe tremble!” 
My dear Mrs. Wentworth,” ſaid I, 
an idea ſo terrible I ſincerely hope has 
never preſented itſelf to her imaginati- 
on; this. is no country of deſpotiſm, nor 
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is Lord Weſtbury a raſn man; his known 
good ſenſe and moderation will preſerve 
him from any inconvenience his preſent 
ſituation. at Paris might throw: him into. 
Jam confident the only uneaſineſs Selina 
ſuffers on his account is, his croſſing the 
ſea at ſo unpropitious a ſeaſon; but he 
will, I hope ſoon return, and bring with 
him comfort to thoſe hearts that — now 
ſo: anxiouſly; waiting for his arrival.“ 
« | will hope ſo too, my amiable friend,” 
ſaid ſhe, 1 and yet I will confeſs. my 
weakneſs; even amongſt thoſe. ſweet re - 
flections, I cannot avoid mingling a few 
of the bitter drops of regret; I have 
been long ſeparated from my beloved 
huſband, he left me in the bloom of 
| . ſparkling with health and vivacts 
ty; he will find me in the decline of life, 

—— down with the iron hand of 
adverſity. , Who can tell whether | his 
heart will remain the ſame after ſo many 
years ha ve elapſed?“ Mrs. Wents 
worth has, I am confident ſuſtained too 
many real miſeries, to ſuffer her mind to 
dwell long upon vain chimeras, You 
muſt conſider that every year that has 
rolled over your head; has likewiſe added 
one to the number of his and that Mr, 


Wentworth, like Jourſelf, has been in the 
W ſchool 
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ſchool of misfortune; conſequently his 
ideas will be more ſuited to your preſent” 
frame of mind than if you ſtill retained 
our youth and cheerfulneſs.“ She 
thanked me for ſo kindly encouraging 
her, and then gave me ſome account of 
thoſe happy days ſhe ſpent with her'dear 
Charles, at Cudalore. I did not inter- 
rupt her narrative, as the recollection 
ſeemed to give eaſe to her mind, and 
for a moment to ſoften her affliction. 
When ſupper was announced ſhe return- 
ed to the company more compoſed, and 
even cheerful, than I had ever, ſeen her. 

'Lord Mordington was tolerably good 

| humoured; but he is threatened with 
the goul in his hand, and wiſnies to be at 
Bath, yet does not chooſe to leave the 
country till his ſon returns; ſo you 
muſt allow that his temper now meets 
with ſome trials. However, I believe, 
upon the Whole, he Was worſe when he 
had nothing to vex him, which fancy is 
often the cate with ill- tempered people. 
They make a merit of conquering rea] 
evils, whilſt they ſuffer rifles to diſturb 
their peace. 

I am going to ſpend this whole dey 
atWeſtbury-Lodge; which I muſt con- 
n is not quite ne to me, to leave 
. my 
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my two friends ſo long in their preſen® 
ſtate of mind; but Sir Henry and Lady 
Drummond go away in the morning; 
and as we ſhall not fee them till we viſit 
them at Drummond Place, I could not 
n *i i211 eee ee 
I cannot diſmiſs this letter without 
ſaying one word of poor Selwyn. To 
what a dreadful ſtate has his rath impe- 
tuous temper at laſt redueed him. I am 
afraid in this affair he has behaved ex- 
tremely ill. | pity Mademoiſelle de 
Sanzey extremely. How different muſt 
her preſent ſituation be, from the gay 
proſpect that preſented itſelf to her view 
a few months. ago!. Had ſhe married 
Drummond, I will venture to ſay, Eliza, 
ſhe muſt have been happy. His good 
ſenſe would have pointed out to her a 
path-of rectitude, from which it would 
have been. impoſlible for her to have 
deviated. I have ſome faint hope that 
Captain Hermondorff is not dead! if 
that ſhould be the caſe, Selwyn may yet 
recover his liberty ;. and, as what we look 
upon to be our heavieſt misfortunes, 
ſometimes turn out our greateſt bleſſings, 
who knows but his preſent ſituation may 
cauſe him to review his paſt conduct, and 
turn his mind to more ſerious thoughts. 
„ ” If 
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If he does not now reflect. we muſt give 

him up as loſt for ever. f 
It is Drummond's „ig her” md e 
that I ſhould immediately attend him to 
Weſtbury-Place; and as you know, by 
woeful experience, - my Eliza, it is now 

my duty to obey, I muſt inftantly con- 

_ clude my letter. It is a frightful word, 
but as it is my maxim to enjoy life to the 
very extent of our power, I will endea- 
your to baniſh it from the mind of your 
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London, Septeinbe ber 20. 


\ 


How heavily paſs the ory 1 
deareſt Selina, while. abſent from thaſe 
we love! What an age it ſeems ſince 1 
parted from you! and what an immeaſur- 
able diſtance appears to divide us. If ſo 
painful already our ſeparation, what tor- 
ments ſhall I not feel till we meet again? 
Write to me, my love, every day, every 
hour, and tell me all that paſſes in that 
gentle heart. Tell me, that you think 
of your Weſtbury every moment, and 
ſigh for his return. Depend upon it 
hs: ſhall be as ſpeedy: as the nature of 
my buſineſs will allow]; and which 1 
truſt will bring joy and gladneſs to my 
deareſt girl, and her amiable mother. ie 
Two hours ago l alighted at Lothian's 
Hotel, and immediately took a coach to 
Lincoln's-lan, where I found Mr. P. 
MY. juſt 
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uſt concluding a letter to myſelf, to in- 
form me that Mr. Dacre, notwithfiand- 
ing the generous treatment he had met 
with, had yeſterday abſconded, taking 
with him every thing of value his houſe 
contained. Where he is gone no one 
knows ; he has taken no ſervant with 
him, nor left any orders behind. Surely 
this is a ſtrong confeſſion of his guilt. I 
meant to have enquired of him ſome 
particulars about Mr. Wentworth's ſitua- 
tion; but, *tis poſſible, he might not 
have choſen to have given me any ſatis- 
faction, therefore, probably J loſe no- 
thing by his departure. The law mat- 
ters are in great forwardnefs againſt him, 
but your father's Preſence will render all 
that unneceſſary. I ſhall ſet off very 
early to-morrow morning, and hope to 
be in France before night. Aſſure your- 
ſelf that I am perfectly well, and do not 
let: any unneceſſary fears rob you of a 
moment's tranquillity ; ; F would: be re- 
membered tis true, but not painfully. 

Take care of yourſelf, my charmin 

girl, for one who lives only to love anc 

ſerve you; and whoſe greateſt happineſs 
is the being your mott faithful and affec- 


donate 
Weſtbury. 


6% & » 
1 — 
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Lord Weſtbury to Lady I,, _ 
Pari. 5 September 23 


* 0˙1 breazhe: not 9 ſame air 
with my Selina, yet I breathe. only for 
her. That lovely form is for ever pre- 
ſent to my mind; and no change of ſcene 
can make any change of ſentiment. 
Thus in the language of the heart could 
I write a volume to you; but buſineſs 
calls me from ſo ſweet a ſubject, and 
compels me to make uſe of this leiſure 
moment to inform you what I have alrea- 
dy done, and what I am to do. 

1 travelled all night, ſleeping tolerably 
in my chaiſe, and | arrived here at nine 
this morning. At the proper hour I 
waited on the Duke of D—t, who re- 
ceived me with the utmoſt politeneſs, 
heard my ſtory, and offered me all his 
aſſiſtance. Nay, ſo forward is he in his 
attention, that he deſires me to call on 
M 5 him 
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him again /o-morrow to hear the reſult. 
I muſt confeſs I am very ſanguine, and 
look forward to an early coneluſion of 
this ſtrange affair. 
From him I went to the toilet of Ma- 
dam Surville. She was fitting before her 
glaſs, her hair en papilliote; but ſhe 
aroſe at my entrance, and embracing 
me moſt affeCtionately, preſented me to 
the beaux who were attending. She 
aſked what had brought me to Paris, 
and rejoiced that ſhe had once more an 
opportunity of ſeeing me. I returned 
her compliments with as good a grace as 
ſhe, poſſibly expected; and told her, 
0 trifling' renn, to latisfy _ curio- 
T turned the converſation, as ating: as 
could, on Selwyn. © Ah!] my dear 
Friend” _ exclaimed Madame Surville, 
devil! he has managed his affairs 

very ill, and has been very unfortunate 
too; but no wonder he was fo impru- 
dent, for nothing could be ſo abſurd as 
running away with another man's wife.“ 
© My dear Ma'am, IKknow not a word 
of the ſtory, pray inform me?“ Oh, 
with all my heart. You know: Roſalia 
de Sanzey, the was to have married that 
Rey Briton, * Drummond ;/but 
ſhe 
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ſnie changed her mind. He was no longer 
on the ſpot, and Captain Hermondorff 
preſented himſelf. In a few weeks after 
they firſt met, they were married; and 
in a few weeks more, ſhe found out 
that Monſteur:Setwyn was much more 
agreeable than her ſerious huſband. He 
attended her conſtantly, and was a fa- 
voured lover. He was going to ſpend. 
the winter at Rome; what a charming 
lan! ſhe longed to go with him, and 
he kindly aſked her to be of the party: 
But how were they to get away unknown 
to Captain Hermondorft? he was grave 
and phlegmatic, but jealous of his he- 
nour and brave; and this was a dan- 
gerous -undertaking. But the more 
danger, they ſaid, the more honour; 
(Yu muſt judge how well the proverb 
was applied, ) and from the Opera they 
agreed to elope. Selwyn's carriage and 
ſervants were to be in waiting, and the 
night was to favour their eſcape. T. 

got into the chaiſe! the Captain had been 
apprized of the ſcheme, and was attend- 
ing, with proper officers, to ſeize the 
delinquents, which they did as ſoonVas 
they had ſeated themſelves in the car- 
riage. Selwyn drew to defend his prize; 
wounded his adverſary, but was taken, 
and 
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and conveyed to the Baſtile; and Ma- 

dame was hurried away to a Convent at 
Montauban, far from the capital and 
her friends, there to weep out the reſt 
of her life in penitence and prayer. 

The wound of Mr. Hermondorff was 
very flight, and: yeſterday. I met him 
alring in his carriage. His recovery has 
been rapid, but how your friend will re- 
cover his liberty is the queſtion.” I did 
not reply, I hope by my means.“ 
This, therefore, is the hiſtory of poor 
Selwyn, as told by this hooks French 
woman, and which you will communi- 
.cate to our friends; at the ſame time 
Aaying, I have no doubt of procuring for 
him his freedom. I am now going to- 
reſt, more out of particular care of my- 
elf, than any neceſſity, as I do not feel 
at all fatigued; but I remember the pro- 

miſe I made my love at parting,. and 

will perform every part of it, being truly 
grateful for the kind intereſt ſhe takes. 

in my preſervation. Adieu, my deareſt 

wife] to-morrow I hope to have letters 
from you! what a bleſſing will that be, 
0 nee faithful 

41 3 Weſtbury. 
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LETTER EXXXIS.,/ 


Lady Julia Drummond to M "Ss | Seymonr.. 


Living flon- Abbey, September 28. 


As I am certain, my Eliza, you are 
at this time particularly anxious to hear 
of our proceedings, I have requeſted 
Selina's leave to ſend you the copies of 

two letters ſhe has received from Lord 
Weſtbury ſince I wrote laſt. You will 
find every thing juſt in the ſtate we 
could have wiſhed ; and we are now in 
daily expectation of the arrival of Lord 
Weſtbury and Mr. Wentwortn. 
We met with a very agreeable ren- 
contre yeſterday morning, which we 
found very ſeafonable * pour paſſer le 
tems,” in our preſent ſtate of ſuſpence. 
Mrs. Wentworth, Selina, and myſelf, 
were walking upon the terrace after 
breakfaſt, when the gardener came up 
to us, and ſaid, there was a gentleman 
and lady had been- ſeeing the pleaſure 
| ET oe "oo ns 
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grounds and the gardens, and they had 
a great deſire to ſee the houſe; but as 
he had his-miſtreſs's order not to ſhew it, 
when the family were {at home he durſt 
not admit them. © Oh pray ſhew then; 
in by all. means, James,” ſaid I, the 
reſent ſeaſon is io unfavourable to „ 
gardens and pleaſure grounds, that they 
will require the fight of a warm houſe to 
recompenſe them for their trouble. [ 
will ſtep in for a moment, and tell my 
mother they are coming. Juſt as I had 
| 1 ſpeaking, a very ſmart lady and 
gentleman appeared. As ſoon as the 
Ray 'caft her eyes on Mrs. Wentworth, 
ſhe ran to her, My Orixana! my dear | 
Orixana, “ aid ſhe, * I am happy beyond 
expreſſion: at once more beholding y« ou!“ 
„Oh, my benefactreſs! is it you?“ ſaid 
Mrs. Wentworth; „you are the primary 
cauſe of all my happineſs; but for you 
I ſnhould never have known Mrs. Scüda- 
more; and then perhaps I Would never 
thave ſeen England.” | 
The gentleman firſt glance: a look at 
Selina, then at me, and exclaimed with 
great coolneſs, « Ha; Orixana, is it poſ- 
ſible you can be here] "what ſtrange 
fate can have placed you in this ſituati- 


1170 wen Explanations! now took place on 
all 
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all ſides, -and we ſoon diſcovered the 
ſtrangers to be no others than Mr. and 
Mrs. Denniſon. The gentleman ſeem- 
ed not a little aſtoniſned When he was 
introduced to Lady Weſtbury, as Orix- 

ana daughter, I enjoyed it much. 
We then adjourned to the houſe, and 
let my mother into the whole hiſtory. 
They have been in Scotland, ſeeing 
ane of. Mr. Denniſon's friends, from 
whence they are now returning, and 
were entirely ignorant of the arrival of 
Mr. and Mrs. Scudamore. My father 
and Mr. Drummond ſoon after returned 
from riding; and my father, who is 
hoſpitality itſelf, would not hear of their 
leaving us yeſterday ; but we could not 
prevail upon them to ſtay longer than 
this morning. 

Lou have ſeen ns both, Elizs, and 
therefore my comments on them are 
unneceſſary; but I think her one of the 
moſt agreeable women I ever ſaw. I 
cannot ſay, | ſo much admire him; but 
however, he has one merit in my eyes, 
he ſeems particularly fond of her. He 
either looked at Mrs. Wentworth, orl 


—— 


too much of his wife's attention; 
bat * that was only my idea, from 
knowing 


A 


knowing the circumſtance of his not 
ng to bring her to England. 
dieu, my dear Eliza; when do you 
antend to write and tell me you are com- 
ing L can only ſay if you do not make 
Jour appearance ſoon, you will for 
once in re life, incur e diſpleaſure 
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1 E T T E K xc. 
Lee 1. ) to Lach . h. 


fe Ee 


"if every thing, my deareſt life, 


from the exertions of one devoted to 
your ſervice; and who will, (however 


tedious the abſence from you may ap- 


pear) leave nothing undone to accompliſh 
your wiſhes, and if poſſible complete 


your happineſs. How ſhall I thank my 
Selina for the letters I have this day re- 
ceived? Words are tov poor to ex- 


preſs the ſenſe I have of her kindneſs; 


but ſhe will believe * en, with, for 
ſhe is all goodneſs. | 


Your father, my ws 1s well! and in 
a little time will I hope tell you ſo! But 


I have not yet ſeen him ; that intereſting 
moment is not to be till | to-morrow. 
How would your fancy dwell on our 
meeting, could you but know when it 
would happen ! 1 have gained one great 
point, the unravelling the myſtery of his 
confinement z and F have no doubt but 
1 hall prove it to have been extremely 


unjuſt. Ar. Dacre, that wretched man, 
44 18 * 


Paris, A plember 26, 
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Wentworth's death. The Duke of B. 
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is the author I am certain, of all this 


miſery. When I conſider the ſeveral 


circumſtances together, and every other 
proof of his villany, I do not heſitate to 
condemn him, as the tnformer againſt 
Me. Wentworth to this government, 
who are ever jealous and ready to catch 
at the leaſt trifle ; and I do not find that 
they met with any other proofs: of his 
being a ſpy, (which was alleged-againſt 
him) but ſome drawings of places in 
France which he had ſketched at leiſure 
moments. But theſe were thought ſuf- 
ficient proofs of his dangerous intenſions; 
and thus, without farther trial, Or any 
legal proceſs, he has been in pri ſon ever 
ſince a very ſhort time after Colonel 


has remonſtrated very warmly in his he- 


half, and ſurmounted all the forms which 


uſually preſent themſelves on theſe oc» 
caſions. We have indeed everlaſting 
obligations to him, and I ſnall ever feel 


leave Fr ance, and haſten to Livin gſton. 
Jarvis will tell you (lke Lizardo in 
the Wonder) that I talk of nothing 
hut Selina; ſhe is the burden of my 
Jong from morn to eve. May ſhe be 


ever happy, is the conſtant prayer of her 
Faithful 1 
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Tord Weſtbury to Lady Weſtbury, 


i Tc > # 


Paris, September 28. 


Tam returning, like a Knight Errant, 
crowned: with victory, to lay my laurels 
at the feet of my miſtreſs 4 and receive 
from her fair hands the reward of my la- 
bours. Ves, my deareſt Selina, I have 
been ſucceſsful; your father is at liberty 
He is now by my ſide, but knows not 
that IJdam writing to one ſo tenderly 
connected With him. I have not yet 
thought it proper to acquaint him with 
the joy that awaits his return to his na- 
tive country; ſurprizes of that fort are as 

perniciaus to the human frame as exceſs 


of grief; and to have told him all his 


good fortune at once, might have been 
attended with fatal conſequences.” 1 
reſerve, therefore, Mrs. Scudamore's 
letters for our laſt days journey; and 
have only begged him to grant me the 
favour of conveying him to ſome ed 
50 18 5 friends, 


Ef ws * 
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+ friends, who anxiouſly wiſh to fee him; 
and this I tell him is all the gratification 
| Taſk for an obligation he looks. Þpon as 


immenſe. 


Yeſterday I received the orders of 
Government for the releaſe of the two 


captives, and immediately wrote a note 


to Selwyn, to ſay I thould be with him 


in two hours; ahd hoped in a ſhort time 
not only to procure his enlargement; 
but that of bis fellow- priſoner © alſo, 1 
went as l had appointed, and was con- 
ducted along narrow melancholy ſtone 
paſſages, till | came to the iron gates 
which had encloted ſo many miſerable 


beings. But your gentle nature would 
ſhudder to fee only the entrance to a 


Place in which your father has ſpent ſo 


many years. They were brought to a 


ſmall room adjoining to that in Which I 
was introduced to them. Selwyn was in 


extacies at the ſight of me, and loaded 


me with expreſſions of thankfulneſs; he 

preſented me to Mr. Wentworth, whom 
I could not ſee without great emotion. I 
ſhould have known him any where: for 
the father of my Selina. Neither time, 
grief nor confinement, have obliterated 
#hoſe fine features, of which you, my 
love, are a delicate copy. His counten- 
l ance, 


. 
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ance; calm and ſerene, beſpeaks the 
ſaint and the philoſopher; he was little 
moved either at Selwyn's raptures, or 
the intelligence I brought him, but ſaid 
« Confinement was grown familiar to 
him, and in his own country no one re- 
mained to cheer his latter days, or take 
any intereſt in his fate.“ I was begin- 
ning to reaſon away theſe depreſſing 
thoughts, when Selwyn interrupted me, 
by aſking to what kind fortune he was 
indebted for my interpoſition in his fa- 
vour? © I heard,” ſaid he, © that you 
were to be married before this time to 
Miſs Courtney, I hope nothing has pre- 
vented your happineſs taking place; 
and if not, how is it that I fee you here?“ 
Lanſwered him that I had indeed only 
been bleſſed with the hand of my Selina 
three days before I heard of his confine- 
ment; and that I had left you even fo 
ſoon, to bring comfort to the afflicted; 
but that his gratitude muſt be offered | 
to a much higher Being than my ſelf, 
who was only the inſtrument, and not 
the cauſe. 

1 had ſcarcely finiſhed theſe Work 
* J vas alarmed by the ſobs of Mr. 
Wentworth. I turned and beheld him 
abſorbed in affliction. Shocked at — 
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ſtate I ſaw him in, I apologized for 
having n ſaid any thing 
t had; awakened painful reflections 


Alas Sir,“ ſaidt he, I am not the 
5 hero 1 thoug ht myſelf! I. boaſted of 
apathy, 099 my heart, cold as it is, is 
not yet proof againſt a ſweet found; 
neither religion nor misfortunes have yet 


ſubdued-ail my feelings, anch it ſtill vi- 
brates at the name of Selina, which be- 


longed onee to an incomparable mother, 
_ and a lovely infant; both 


loſt to me. 
Why then am not: i as inſenfible as they 


are 1 I permitted him ta indulge” his 


ſorrow a. little while, and then tried to 
turn the converſation to the proſpec be- 
fore him. He ſaon regained his tran- 


quillity, and complimented me on the 


part I had undertaken; ſaid, he rejoiced 


to find there was at leaſt one virtuous 
being, who could give up his on en- 
Joy ments to diſpenſe comfort to thoſe 


who had no claim on his charity but that 
of being fellow · creatures. After a little 


longer con verſation, I told them a coach 


waited to take them away. They did 
not expect ſo ſoon to bid adieu to the 


walls of the Baſtile, nor could your father 
leave it without: tears; ſo true is it, that 


n mind in time e ates = 
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moſt diſmal ſcenes; and contract a kind 
of affection for a place they have long 
inhabited, However wretched or diſa⸗ 
greeable. ; 

Selwyn ſpent the evening with. us; he 
declined being of our party to England, 


but purſues his intention of wintering in 


Italy; and this morning we ſeparated, 


taking different routes. We are now 


haſtening home with all ſpeed; but our 
horſes muſt fly ſwifter than an arrow to 
keep peace with my impatience. Fre- 
turn to you, my Selina, with a heart 
overflowing with love and a conſciouſneſs. 
of having done my duty and acted as I 
ought; 135 does that thought conſule 
RE for ſo long an abſence, which: has 
been 9 felt 7 your 1 
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. AT is a truth, my friend, we 
can all A witneſs to; and how dul and 
inſipid would liſe paſs. on without thoſe 
gentle agitations that give, a, reliſh. to 
pleaſure and ſoften even pain itſelf. I 
aàm placed by a kind providence in a lot 
ſo happy, that I have not one with for 
myſelf ungratified ; but I feel that the 
anxieties of others poſſeſs a ſhare in my 
breaft, and my intereſt in their happineſs 
or miſery, muſt ſtill agitate my! boſom 
with hopes and fears. 

Mr. Seymour and myſelf are particu- 
larly intereſted in the fate of Mr. Went- 


worth; and we are much obliged to you 


for Lord Weſtbury's letters, and entreat 
you vill not delay a moment informing 
us of the meeting between this once 
unſortunate 
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amſortanate pair. I muſt ever gegret 
2 people ſo formed for, ſonial liſe 
would by ohe falſe ep have accefjoned 
Ado many miſerable v eam 40 Baghrothery 
but as they, by this time, muſt have 
repented ſeverely of their errer, I hape 

all their future yea will: bring ſmiling 
Peace al ng with them, e them 
An -grateful-praiſe:to ift up their heartsſto 
that kind i providenge: who has in for; un- 
foreſeen a eee conducted, ihem onee 
more to h f 
Mr. See aue we ivehnotion, bas 
igryen.mayytoguty,mn my being iſo lang 
patted/ifrom, 8lic 2friend;;of my heart; 

but I do not agree to the charge, for 


| where he reſides my inclinations will al- 
ways lead me. I muſt confeſs, however, 
it was, with no common pleaſure, that I 
heard of Mr. Watſon's intention of be- 
ing at home this week. A few daysafter 
his arrival, we propoſe embracing our 
beloved friends at Livingfton ; and by 
the length of our viſit, we will recom- 
.nſe ourſelves for this tedious abſence, 
Incloſed you will receive a letter which 

1 have had from my dear Emily. Her 
AHartutibe is intereſting; and as you were 
all acquainted with the firſt part, you 
Vor. ä Vill 
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will be both entertained end delighted 
Witk the concluſ ion. 
am half ſorry Mrs. Scudamore ſeems 
determined to be near you, my Julia; 
1 did flatter myſelf the only addition her 
happineſs could receive would have been 
in wing near me.” But I will not com- 
Plain, as my Seymour makes up to me, 
by his conſtant attentions, the abſence of 
all my friends; and my "grateful heart 
is ever ready: to acknowledge, how much 
real happineſs I have enjoyed ſince the 
tungs day I became his wife. That 
vou, my Julia, may enjoy an equal 
ſhare of e is the carneſt! r 
of your i I} ESI Lac Jon Gb 4 LE! 
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2 Write this Henne Ade the rural re- 
treat of the virtuous and amiable Mande- 
ville. Mr. Scudamore and myſelf ar- 
rived here yeſterday, in purſuance of a 
former promiſe, and for a few minutes 


after our arrival ſuppoſed we had ſet our 


fect in a tereſtrial paradiſe. It happened 
to be the village feaſt; the ſky was par- 
ticularly ſerene for this climate; and the 
ſhrubs and flowers that adorned the green 


before the houſe, appeared in great per- 
fection. The trees have not yet ſhed 


their leaves, but are beautified by that 
charming glow of various colouring, 
that the autumn alone can produce. 
The young villagers of both ſexes, were 
dancing on the velvet carpet of nature, 
to the rough muſic of a country muſician. 
The old people ſat on benches under the 
ſhady! trees, looking on. The neatneſs 
of their holiday cloaths, the kind looks 
of their parents, and the fond glances of 


the admiring ſwains, with the air of health 
ant N 2 2 5 and 
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and cheerfulneſs that animated their 
counte nantes gave à liclineſs and ſim- 
plicity to the ſcene, not to be conceived 
by the fr requenter ot drawing roms) and 
* ian of a hot metropolis. To. 
complete this group, our friend Mande- 
ville and his accompliſhed lady, were 
ſtanding by, as ſpectators. By theſe. 
we weile received with the moſt friendly: 
and unaffected attention. 
Alter enjoying for a ſhort time the 
pictureſque ſcene into which we had 
been iranſported, we were conducted 
into a manſion, which impreſſed you 
more with tlie idea of elegance and haps! 
pineſs, than of 40 as n nn 
N beni 
Here we has: nete Gid- gn 
fend, 1% fm the gay world; to enjoy! 
| ratibnal pleaſure, and the converſation 
of thoſe that are dear tous. Vu muſt 
not miſtaxke me, we are not hermits: 
we fee ſuch of our neighbours as are 
agreeable, - as often as we 'pleaſez and 
thoſe wiſe: company: does not add to 
out! happineſs, ſerve not / and then to 


remind us that even the brighteſt | lum! 
has its ſpots. A little, Scudamore, 
muſt be ſacrificed! to good manners; 


177 3 even pas ooch ſional inter- 
ruptions 
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ruptions.. add more to gur enioyments 5 


than may be imagined. Qu houſe in 


town too, we keep from gegeſity. Bus- 

neſs ſometimes leads me there, and be- 
lieve me, I do not now wiſh to he una: 
companjed. Theſe laſt words were: ate 


tended by one of the ſofteſt, and moſt 


that of Mandeville, 


conyerſe ſweet, and we | retired” to. ret 
with thoſe feelings of tranguillity, which 


may. better be conceived than defctibed, 


This morning our warthy hoſt invited 
Mr... Scydamore. to. a walk over his 
grounds, which. appear to have every 
advantage which nature or art can give 
them. As they approached a very 
elegant ruſtic temple, ſituated on the 


top of a rock, at the foot of which'a river 


flowed in a deep channel, and command- 


ed a fine variety of wood and water, 


our friend obſerved, t lat as he had 


ſnewn Mr. Seudamore what Was peculir 
arly his o province, he thought it but 


Rice to his amiable wife, to 
_ cinen of: her taſte. The 


common ju 
en 


N 3 | temple 


expreſſive (miles towards his lady; when 
was reflected back. by a lack which 
would have kindled a flame in a boſom . 
leſs ſuſceptible of gentle emonens than 


The reſt of the ql ge was: ſpent i in 
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temple was ornamented in the moſt beau- 
tiful manner; and what added greatly 
to its beauties in the eyes of Mandeville, 
all its ornaments - were either made by 

Lady Catharine! s direction, or with 4 
on hand. ou will naturally fup- 
poſe,”  faid Mandeville, this place 
muſt have many charms for me. Indeed 
we ſpend much time here. I read, and 
endeavour to amuſe my ſeet Kate, while 
ſhe is finiſhing thoſe elegant drawings 


| with which this little temple is ornament- 


ed. But, (added he) you have never 
Beard, from myſelf at leaſt, how this 
agreeable change has taken place, and 
how I became poſſeſſed of ſo ineſtimable 
a treafure. Our — here is fa voura · 
ble to my ſtory; and you may amuſe 
yourſelf with my Catharine's labours, 
While I inform you how we became 
re in one indiſſoluble band. * 


Hiſtory f Mandeville ande. 


4 1 left India, my friend, i all the 
3 of a lover, without any of his hopes. 
Indeed I had no reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
.a young lady of high birth, and the 
moſt amiable qualifications, ſhould re- 
e one 1 was the outcaſt of 
4 4 G2 fortune; 
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fortune; and who had fled from her ſo 
abroptly' at the very moment perhaps 
V hem a more bold adventurer would have 
profited by ſo fortunate a diſcovery. If 
the lady, however, ſaw my behaviour in 
a different point of view, it was a proof 
ſhe had penetrated my ſecret intentions; 
and to this very circumſtance. It is pro- 
bable, I owe the continuance of her re- 

ard for me. A forward avowal of my 
paſſion would have deſerved a repulſe. 
But ſne ſaw the delicacy of my ſituation, 
and attributed my tudde ol departure to 
its real motive. 
Upon my firſt return to England 1 
. my mother in her country retire- 
ment. A few years before, | the had be- 
gun to - ſhare my proſperity, from the 
remittances ' which had been fortunate 
enough to reach her. Ous meeting, 
you may imagine, would not be a little 
intereſting; the found a ſon ſhe had loſt; 
and I a mother, whom I was now happy 
enough to place in a ſituation which ſhe 
ſo juſti deſerved, and to which ſhe was 
in all reſpects intitled. It was my mo- 
ther's with not to remove from the pre- 
ent place of her abode. My firſt ſum- 
mer therefore was employed in orna- 


menting and enlarging her cottage. I 
Eides? N 4 | purchaſed 


$4 
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purehaſed a neighbourin ring farm, and 
made every: 


converience that 1; imagin- 
ed could” render the remaining part of 


ther life comfortahle. We held conſul- 


tations on the plans of life my two bro- 


; 1 were to purſue, and my ſiſters 


were placed in ſchools at no great diſ- 
tande from home. I had choſen proſeſ- 
fions for my brothers, as my thts. con- 
fexions had led me to ſuſpect the inte- 
grity of trade. Not that I imagined 
the principles of commerce to be found- 
ad in a Want of virtue; but that I had 
ſeen too many inftances, where the de- 
fire of gtowing rich had abſolutely - led 
"many perfons, even of reſpectable cha- 


Tracters, to lofe fight of honeſty. That 


+, their connexions with mankind, and 
general traffic with all forts of people, 


had led them to look leſs strictly on the 


tran ſactions df commerce, than the re- 
:claſe ane or medralſt rank have 


62 Hoving Kniſhed, Sow the 8 at 
neaſt; my employments 1 in the country, 
1 began. to think of returning to town, 
where my Indian affairs reqiired m 
preſence. My firſt place of reſicende 


5 done. 


there was the houfe of my generbus be- 


ene whoſe” mens I Was now 
e 2: "enabled 
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enabled to lock on future days without 
a ſigh. 3 held a diſtinguiſhed 


F — within ny breaſt, and while Jen- 


Joyed the gift, I was not unmindful of 


the giver. Do not think that during 


this periad of time Lady Catharine was 


abſent from my thoughts. I thought of 


her indeed, but as of one ſainted for her 


virtues, to whom the holy hermit in his 
moſſy cell, looks up with daily venerati- 
on Upon enquiring I found the family 
of his Lordſhip had received an alterati- 


on by the death of his maiden ſiſter; 


but his, Lordſhip had been himſelf long 


confined to his chamber; and that his 


amiable, yet unmarrird daughter, Was 
his nurſe. e 


4 ; 


to my friend. This produced a detail 
— circumſtances l farmenly mention- 
<d to you; and conchided'/ with m 
friend's pretling advice that I ſhould. pay 
a viſit to the noble Lerd, my former 
patron. I paved the way by a letter to 
his Lordſhip, and received permiſſion to 
wait upon him. I was punctual to the 
hour he fixed; and found him greatly 


: altered ſince the time: ſaw him laſt He 


EVO the imperious Peer that I 
remem- 


By ſome 8 FR aca Ge. 
my eſteem for this lady was made known 


lc a — 
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remembered, haughty and ſelf-opinion- 
bated, but ſunk into an eaſy chair, and 
-wrapt up in flannels. You ſee me here, 


Mandeville,“ ſaid his Lordſhip, * not 


what I was, but bowed together with 
illneſs more than years. There is ano- 


ther change in me, at which, I am ſure 


you will rejoice. | I have laid aſide my 
old favourites, Hume and Voltaire, and 
am no longer a ſceptic.” I ſincerely 
congratulated him on the change, and 
told him that I thought illneſs, and even 
: his preſent debilitated condition, well 
exchanged for ſuch dangerous opinions. 
True, Mandeville,” he added, and 1 
-ſhould not have been in my preſent mi- 
ſerable ſtate, if my opinions then had 
been ſuch as they now are. I thought 
the dictates of nature my beſt guide; 
that is, I conſidered the reaſon I enjoyed, 
as impelling me to the pleaſures! of a 
brute. Lou ſee the conſequence, I am 
unable to aſſiſt myſelf. But I do not re- 
pine; my preſent ſtudies, tho“ every 
line gives a ſtab to my former courſe of 
life, lead me to contentment, and even 
-ſometimes inſpire me with tranquillity. 
© My pleaſure was indeed great to 
hear his Lordſhip talk thus rationally. I 
could not avoid enquiring to whom this 


% 
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happy alteration muſt be aſcribed, 
o my daughter, Lady Catharine, 


your old acquaintance,” ſaid tlie Peer. 


e She has not only been my nurſe, but 
has all the merit of my converſion. 
She has read to me during my illneſs, 
many books which J had never heard of, 


or at leaſt had no wiſh to be acquainted 
with. Indeed, ſhe is a good girl, and 
has preferred her attendance upon me, 


to many advantageous offers from noble- 
men of the. moſt diftinguiſhed charac- 
ters.” Lady Catharine had never yet- 
made her appearance, and I knew not 


why, but Iteemed to have no power to 
enquire after her. His Lordſhip after 
this mention of his daughter rung the 
bell and defired the ſervant to inform 


Lady Catharine that Mr. Mandeville 


Was with him. An anſwer ſoon return- 
ed, that her Ladyſhip, from an indifpe- 
ſition, was unable to wait upon them. 
' You cannot conceive how my heart ſunk 
within me. Tho' I never had any rea- 
| ſon to hope, I now found an uncommon 


propenſity to deſpair. After ſhortening 


my viſit I took my leave of his Lordſhip, 


but not without making a, promiſe that 


1 would ſoon wait upon him again. 


«ln 
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in tlas interval I can hardly de- 
_ fcribe my uneaſine(s. I almoſt withed 1 
bad continued in India, and ſpent the 
remainder of my life amidſt en and 
Nabobs. 
About a fortnight den _ Adern ; 
led me almoſt involuntarily to the door 
of his Lordſhip's houſe. I was ſoon 
admitted into the breakfaſt room, where 
1 found Lady Catharine writing at a deſk. 
If a ſpectator had been preſent, our mu- 
tual confufion would infallibly have be- 
trayed our ſituation. After a ſhort but 
heſitating . converſation, her Ladyſhip | 
begged to conduct me to her father. 
This interview, in which nothing paſſed 
but mutual civilities. relie ved my mind; 
I found my ſpirits re vive, 1 8 be- 
gan to dawn in my br 
A ſhall not, my friend, give you the 
biſtory of my wong; nothing is ſo ri- 
diculous as a recital of love tranſactions. 
At is ſufficient to ſay, our agquaintance 
ſoon increaſed to ffiendſhip, our friend- 
:ſhip to eſteem, and our eſteem ended in 
Alain, downright, haeft love. His Lord- 
:fhip ſaw. our mutual affection, and ap- 
proved of it. in the midſt, however, of 
this delightfal ſeaſon, his Lordſhip's il h 


neſs increaſed | to an alarming height. 
He 


He bleſſed us on his death-bed,. and de- 
livered his daughter to my cafe. I 


EY 


As the hour of my diſſolution approach- 
es, I feel a greater neceſſity for truſt. 
How miſerable muſt their ſituation be 


who fear to leave this world, and ſink 
into annihilation 1 Cheriſh and protect 


the dear ſaint to whom | owe my pre- 
ſent happineſs; ſhe deſerves it of you. 


And for you my friend,“ he pauſed, as 


tin pain, then added, © nobility with- 
out virtue is a vain-pretenſfion.” He did 
not live long after this; and with un- 


feigned ſorrow I attended his Lordſhip's 


remains to the tomb of his anceſtors. 


His title, with part of his eſtate, de- 


ſcended to a diſtant branch of his family, 


in the male line; the other part, which 


Was large, to his amiable daughter. 


Upon the death of her father, Lady 


Cathafine retired to one of his cotthtri 

ſeats. In proper time ſhe made me hap- 
PY in the poſfeſſion of her hand, her 
heart the had long before conferred 
upon me. This was the place of her 
tetirertent; and che adorning of this 
temple one of het amufements. Con- 
*pratulate me on the poſſeſſion of ſuch a 


die, Mandeville,” ſaid he, with firmer 
hopes than I had ever reaſon to expect. 


. 
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treaſure; the ſubdues me by her charms, 
and inſtructs me by: her example.” j 
Thus our amiable friend finiſhed. his 
narrative, and I have endeavoured to 
give it you in the ſame words I received 
it from Mr. Scudamore, that you may 
re joice with me, in having found two 
„eben * of ſo much happineſs. | 
i et Yours, : 
EPs —— I Scudamore. 


LETTER xc. 


. 
1 


Lady Jul Drummond to Mrs. Som. 
| |  Livingflon- abby, Qober 4. | 


Yo; U would be aſtoniſhed, my deareſt 
Eliza, to ſee the great change a few 
Lan has wrought | in this family. Every 
countenance is lighted up with ſmiles.z 
and every individual ſeems to feel a ſen- 
ſible joy which words have not the pow- 
er of expreſſing. It is the arrival of Mr. 
Wentworth that has brought about this 
happy effect. We were all aſſembled in 
the: drawing- room yeſterday evening, 
when the door Was haſtily thrown open, 


and a genteel looking middle aged man 
entered. 
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entered. After darting a look round 
the room, he advanced towards Mrs. 
Wentworth, and exclaimed, It is my 
Orixana! the beloved of my ſoul ! from 
whom I have been ſo long cruelly ſepa- | 
rated. Is it poſſible I have once more 
the happineis of claſping thee to this 
fond beating heart ?” © My Charles! 
my long loft huſband !” were all the 
words Mrs. Wentworth could articulate; 
for inſtantly ſhe ſunk breathleſs into bis 
arms. His agitation is not to be deſcrib- 
ed, “ have I then again loft thee, my 
love,” cried he, © and art thou now 
gone for ever? Alas, it is my precipt- 
tation that has deprived thee of exiſtence. 
Good heavens! what have I done to de- 
| ſerve fuch complicated mifery? Am I 
for ever Kdttie] to behold happineſs, 
and when I think my bliſs ſecure, have 
it elude my graſp, and leave me more 
forlorn, more wretched than before.” 
Drummond flew to his aſſiſtance, and 
very ſoon after Mrs. Wentworth began 
to revive. Mr. Wentworth threw him- 
_ ſelf on one knee by her ſide as ſhe lay 

upon the ſopha, and preſſing one of her 
hands between his, watched every turn 
of her countenance with unſpeakable 


ee At laſt; when ſhe was nearly 
recovered 
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recovered he. dropped her hand; and 


claſping his own with fer vour, turned his 
eyes to heaven, as if ſilently returning 

thanks for this almoſt miraculous meeting. 
| The ſcene that enſued you, may ima» 
gine, my Eliza; but I am quite unequal 


to deſcribe; I was indeed, particularly 


affected; even now, the recollection. of 
it almolt overpowers: me. When the 
fiſt tumult of their joy was a little ſub» 
ſided, Mis. Wentworth requeſted ſha 


mig ht have the inexpreſſible delight of 


preſenting to him their child, her dear 
elina] my attention had been ſo entires 
1 eupicd, with the pathetic meeting 
t 


at had juſt taken place, that I did not, 


till that moment obſerve that Weſtbury 


was in the room, and was endeavouring 


all in his power, to calm and ſooth poor 
Selina, whoſe ſenſibility was audible, 


| She inſtantly ſprung. forward, and throw- 


ing herſelf at her father's feet exclaimed, 
„Let me, oh! let me, once have the 
ſupreme happineſs of hearing a bleſſing 
onounced upon me from the lips of 
both my parents?“ May heaven 
ſhower down its ch cell 
thou image of the eſt. 
my Selina, my ud 1.1 


0 _ g's Mit as much in mind 


$3: 
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you worthy the affection of a Weſtbury: 
But let me praiſe; as well as bleſs thee ; 
let the firſt words a fond parent addreſ- 
ſes to thee, be thanks for thy ſtriet ad- 
herence to the laws of obedience; hadſt 
thou deviated from them, miſery muſt 
have been thy portion; that was the 
rock we ſplit upon. I wretch that I was! 
ralhly tempted thy mother, then youn 
and inexperienced, to deceive the kindefi 
of friends, thinking, that in poffeſiing 
her I could reſign every other earthly 
conſideration; but I was puniſhed where 
I moſt-merited it, by being deprived of 
the obje&t of my tendereſt affection. But 
we will now, my love, taking Mrs. 
Wentworth's hand, “ baniſh all theſe 
gloomy ſcenes from our remembrance ; 
and look forward: with confidence 0 
many years of future bliſs; truſting, 
that our misfortunes have in ſore med» 
ſure compenſated for our paſt errors. I 
mult now requeſt, - my O:rixana, you 
willintroduce me to Lord and Lady St. 
Clair; but whereveanza man find words 
to expreſs his thank falgg to ſuch friends? 
friends, that have his helpleſs, 
his innocent child, y and ruin.” 
«N 0 thanks are due fas: me. on that 
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ſcore,” ſaid my father, © whoever your 
Selina ſhall favour with: her ſociety, will 


be more than repaid for any Care they 
may have on her account. I muſt for 
ever love her as my own child; ſhe is 
all excellence, all goodneſs; and I can 


truly ſay, ſhe has never occaſioned me 
one anxious moment ſince I firſt knew 
her.“ 

Mr. Wentworth bowed gracefully, 


but made no reply ; then turning to me, 
faid, „ will not trouble any one to in- 


form me who this Lady is; Jam certain 
in theſe features I recognize Lady Julia, 
ſhe whoſe name has fo often echoed 
through our meiancholy dungeon! But 


do not perceive any ſymptoms of that 


hardneſsof heart, Lord Weſtbury, which 


we heard ſo vehemently laid to her 


charge; her tears can flow for the diſtreſ- 
ſes of her friends; and it is poor Selwyn 

alone that has not the n of mann 
her attention.“ 


But we will not . her of Gn 5 


Sbility whilſt ſne can produce Mr. Drum- 
mond for a geaſon ſor her indifference. 
You ſee, my 
he, altre pon my ſelf. as one 
of your party sg excellent young man 
whom go calling my fon, has 


St. Clair,“ continued 
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made me fee! more than acquainted with 
you all.” 


My mother now prevailed upon ther 
to take ſome refreſhment ; and remind - 
ed Lord Weſtbury, that he had not ſeen 


his father. wiſh attend him inſtant- 


ly, ” ſaid he; © will my Selina do me the 
a 


vour ? Excuſe me, I did: not 'at that 
moment recollect that you. were only 


juſt: now reſtored to a fond parent.” 


10 Allow me to anſwer for Lady Weſtbu- 
ry,” ſaid my mother, © ſhe will, I am 
ſure with pleaſute accompany you; the 
ride will be of ſervice. to her; I am forry 


to ſay her ſpirits are not equal to ſup» - 
port much of either joy or grief at one 


time; and try if you can prevail upon Wy 


Lord Mordington to return with you to 


ſupper. ; And ſhall 1 likewiſe requeſt | 


You, Mr. Wentworth, to conduct Mrs. 


ſentworth for a Gout minutes into the 
breakfaſt. room. Her feelings ſeem at 


preſent, almoſt inſupportable; and 1 


think a little private converſation with 


you more likely to calm ud compoſe 
we gan at 


her mind, than any arguing 
preſent uſe,” _ 4+ How : canal 1 
ever grateful enough to your” Ladyſ I 
for your conſideration, ſaid wy lr. 
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worth, . how- happy has been my child 

in meeting with iuch a benefactreſs ?“ 
As foon as we had thus happily diſ- 

puls of them we ſat down to _ 


Gur! ſpitfits likewiſe; for our pleaſure. was 
inn entuffaltle kind, that is not * 


de be borne. En ig! 
Lord and nlp "Weſtbury ferumed 
t an 
y from Lord Mordington, and a 
that the whole party would ſpend 


apolo 


20 put tus tem and daughter in pbſſeffion 


of itheir new Habitat, and then haften 
to Bach, td getenttrely rid bfia/trowble- 
| ſomofitiofthe'our that he has long been 


—— a r een bas z mit 
Mr. and Mrs. Wenrar hm one us in 


pered';, and nothing remained but ſere- 


4 wing: and oheerfulnets,. 1 could not avoid 


ig regrot, has a Man. A 
dts Ahine ih any Htuation f 
e been doomed! te ſpend 


_ Alter 
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After ſupper they had ſome converſa- 
tion upon the place they ſhould pitch on 
for their future reſidence. Devonſhire 
was thought too diſtant. My father re- 
commended a houſe about ten miles from 


1 hence, which I fancy will be the place. 


On Thurſday we are to leave Living- 


ſton ; but I hope before that time Mr. 
Seymour and you will be here, as we 


depend much on your accompanying us 
to Herefordſhire. Mr, and Mrs. Scuda- 
more will there join us; and ſoon I hope 
this party will be with us. All theſe 


pleaſant reflections keep up my ſpirits, 
in leaving a place where I have ſpent ſo 


many hours of felicity; for in my eſtima- 
tion there is no bleſſing on earth equal to 


that of being ſurrounded by a ſociety of 
| fincere friends, where all is harmony and 


— EEE on 
Yours, 


Julia Drummond. 
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